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SECTION XIV. 

A LITTLE ferther on we came to that 
beautiful fpot, the cottage of St. Boni- 
face ; the fumfner refidence of colonel Hill. 
This building, which is chiefly of brick, is 
neat and plain ; and the grounds round it^ 
though not large, are well laid out. 

To thofe who delight in the pleafures of 
Retirement, and can relifli the focial enjoy- 
ments of a. few friends, and a fmall family, I 
know not where to point out a place better 
adapted to fuch purpofes than the cottage of 
St. Boniface, It is fo retired, that it might . 
almofl be ftijed a hermitage; and at the 

Vol. II. B fame 
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fame time it boafts of all that Nature can 
bellow.— Vegetation thrives here with the 
utmoft luxurkince.-^The dowtts at its back, 
ftielter it from the north ; and the ftunted 
branches of fome feattered oaks and fuck- 
lings, {hade it from thfe foiith. 

There are few places of antiquity but 
what have fome extraordinary (lories told oi 
them. Among thofe circulated in this neigh- 
bourhood, is the following. — A gentleman 
miftaking his road during a heavy fnow, and 
defcendiftg, in oonfequerice of it, the fteep 
down of St. Boniface, <Mi horfeback, he w*» 
fb affected by the danger be was in, that he 
vowed if ever he reached the bottom of tl» 
hill in fefety, he would> as a memento of the 
kindnefs of Providence^ purchafe the land, 
and prefent it to the church of Shanklin; 
And we were infoitiied by Mr, Hewfon, the 
prefent incumbent, that a fraall pared of 
land, of about an acre, was given to the 
living, as fuppofed in confequence of that 
vow. 

It is ttttly teugbablte to fee the manner 

in. 
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Here the downs of Bonchutch begin ; aral 
they fkirt the heights for a confiderable dif- 
tance. Very few cattle are kept upon the 
adjacent farms ; fcarcely ever more than are 
fufficient for their own ufe. The reafon 
given for this by the farmers, is the want of 
hay to fodder them with during the winter. 
But that want, in my opinion, might eafily 
be remedied, if proper attention were paid 
to this part of agriculture. 

The downs of, Bonchurch now fwept to 
the left, ^nd prefented a new fcene to us. 
Dunnofe point was the fii-ft head land to- 
wards the fea, on our right. The downs 
of Shanklin joined thofe of Bonchurch to 
the left, and formed a. perfe6l amphithe- 
atre. 

The chine of Luccombe, or, as the coun- 
try people call it, Bowlhoop, was the next 
place we vifrted. Sweeping round the brow 
of the downs, we entered the valley near 
Luccombe farm, and made our way to the 
chine. . 

Thk 
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. This cavity is by no means fo deep or 
terrific as Black-gang chine, being variegated 
with fhrubs and trees. It is indeed rather 
too fnuch fo, as they prevent you from 
viewing a water-fall which meanders from 
feveral fprings in the dale. The defcent of 
the chine to the fea is very fteep, arid in a 
wet feafon impaflible. On the top of it 
(lands a cottage, fequeftered in a fmall wood, 
A fmall wooden bridge croffes the chine to it, 
underneath which the ripling water has a 
pleafing effe6t. 

A great quantity of copperas appears to 
be impregnated with the earth, by the green 
colours that lie intermixed on its furface. 
And on.the ftiore are likewife quantities ot 
iron ore, which has been tried, but the 
quality found not equal to the expence that 
would attend working it. 

The cliffs of thefe parts, and round about 
Dunnofe, confift of black and brown clay, 
hurtful to the fight, and haplefs to the fea- 
men. The principal ufe made of this chine, 
is laid to be that of a receptacle for fmug- 
B § gled 
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gled goods ; many hundred cafks of which 
are fometimes fecreted in its cavities, and: 
there fecurely concealed- But, through the 
attention of the revenue officers, this has of 
kte been in a great meafure put a (lop to, ' 

Re-afcending this chine, we purfued the 
track that led to Luccombe farm, the ap-- 
pearance of which from the valley is by no 
means defpicable. The vale is furroimd-- 
ed by the downs before mentioned, and 
well wooded.-— The fummits of the downs^ 
when the clouds are low, and roll on their 
furface, produce a charming eflfe6l ; and at 
the fame time leave the mind in a flate of 
doubt as to their real altitude,— This in-i 
duced me to take the annexed view. 

The evening fcenes here are never equaU 
ly pleafmg to thofe of the morning ; which 
may be attributed to the foft efFe6ls of the 
fun b^ing loft, through the interference of 
the mountainlSi long before its decline. 

We enjoyed this view with every advan* 
tage a fine evening could produce.-^The 
farm houfe was pleafaiitly encircled with 

wood. 
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wood, and juft prefented a fufficiency for 
the fubj^ft ;-^a broken fto^e wall, witl^ 
Ihrubs, having taken off the lower pajts^ 
from the eye;— while the fmoke ilfuing from 
the chimney of the ho«fe glanced the wood, 
and foaring up the hills, blended at Uft 
^ith the clouds which Isovered on the 
jnovintain's brovyf. On o\ir left the rocks 
had ^ pleafii\g effe6t, and clofed th^ viev^ 
on that fide. 

We PQW m^de for the downs of Shanks 
Jin, which are before fa^d to have miracu^^ 
Joufly increafed in their height, and wher^ 
every fatisfadtion might \>e received, as to . 
views, that the ifland can poflibly bellow. 

Our firft fight, taken frqm Smerdon bea- 
CQP, was Appuldurcombe, that feat of Sir 
Richard Worfley, which lies at the bottoip 
of his park. The woods at its back, from 
this point of fight, ar^ apparently very thin 
of trees j but the houfe, though a bird's- 
eye view, is pleafant ; as alfo is the artifi:- 
pjal caftle, known by thp name of Cook's 
Caftle, which ftands opppfite to it. TY\e 

B 4 . downs 
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downs of Bonchurch and St. Boniface range 
down to the park, and form a circular re* , 
cefs. 

The principal objedls in the valley are 
Wroxall farms, which in fome meafure alle- 
viate the drear inefs of the hills/ Rather 
more to the norths the valley opens, and 
prefents Godlhill ;— and traverfmg your eye 
ftill more towards the north, it expands it- 
felf, and at once difplays the chief part of 
the ifland. This mod luxuriant dale ex- 
tends entirely from Appuldurcombe to the 
mouth of Cowes road, after pafling between 
Cariibrook and Arreton hills, 

Here the downs of the latter reared 
their heads to clofe the eaftern valley.— 
They range almoft to Brading, where de- 
clining their regular lines, they introduce 
the creek of Fifhborne and Brading har- 
bour to the right ; while Foreland poi^ 
appears the extremity to the e^ft. 

The eye ftill roving, Culver cliffs drop 
their heights towards the bay of Sandown ; 

whetQ 
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iwrhere the valley again begins, and leads to 
the centre of the ifland ; and thiere turning 
round the hills between Godftiill and Black 
Down, it enters the vale of Brixton. The 
Needles to the weft form the other extre- 
mity. 

From the extenfivenefs ^of thefe views, 
notwithftanding we were now convinced 
that the hill of St. Catherine's is the high- 
feft land, we are of opinion that this is the 
better fpot for taking a general view of 
the ifland. The channel of the Solent is 
perfe6lly vifible from it, and there is like- 
wife a clear view of Southampton ; where* 
as thefe from St. Catherine's were inter- 
cepted by Black down. Spithead, and all 
the coaft of Suflex, are likewife clearly and 
diffindlly feen from hence. 

• The evening advancing, the clouds began 
to gather round the whole ifland, though 
fcarcely a breath of air was perceptible. 
Not an evening pafled while we were in 
■this part of it but we obferved the fame 
extraordinary appearance in the atmofphere 

to 
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to take place. Juftivhere the fun had fet, a 
fmall gleam of red was vifible ; in every other 
part a gloom appeared that ahnoft feemed 
%Q threaten a general diflblution. A heavy 
black vaporous body dragged itfelf linger-- 
ingly from the eaft ; while a confufed mifty 
cloud, that hung over the fouthern hills, 
feeioed but to delay its fury till the othei: 
was ripe to affift it in convulfing the earth* 

Struck with a phoenom^on which we 
had obferved conftantly to attend the clof« 
ing in of the evening, we waited fome time 
jiea^ the Beacon, to fee the event of it j 
»rhen fuddenly the clouds became rent 
into a thoufand fragments, all of whipfe 
haftily difperfing, funk below the horizon* 
From what caufe fo extraordinary ^ circupif* 
ftance proceeded, I will not pretend to fay: 
leaving the folution to abler meteorologifts, 
I Ihall content myfelf with the foregoing re-i 
prefentation of what repeatedly caught our 
attention during the month of September,, 
but which, from its frequency and harm- 
leffnefs, might not have been thought worff 
,thy of notice by the people of the iiland, 

Crofling 
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Croffing the downs, we now entered tlftr 
road to Shanklin. As you approach this 
village, its vicinity is finely diveifified with 
wpod and common; and the woods are 
particularly wdl ftocked with wild pigeons, 
whofe plaintive notes on a fummer's eve- 
ning lull the mind into a pleafing melan- 
choly. The ftiynefs of thefe birds renders 
it very difficult to ftioot them. 

On this tra6l of common, a few oaks, ir- 
regularly fupporting each other, ftielter a 
fpring that falls into the beginning of 
Slmnklin chine ; which is every where, till 
it reaches its main body, Ihaded by aflies 
tod dms, whofe pleafing irregularity forms 
many charming groups. It paffes through 
a fihaU artificial arch, made of (lone, and 
forms a cafcade ; but as its channel here 
does not exceed three feet, and is very (hal- 
low, it is but wh«i the rains are violent that 
it dderves the name of a cafcade. 

The firft part of the village of Shanklin, 
as you enter it by the way we did, contains 
the diurch, which is iituated in the middle 

of 
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of 'Mr. JoUiffe's farm-yard, generally called 
Shanklin farm, from its being the largeft 
in the parifh.^ 

. Too many are the beauties of this place 
to be defcribed in the fpace we can allot 
for it. — ^The village is loft to the fight, in 
a jierfe6l wildernefs. — ^The alh trees, by 
which it is fiirrounded, are equal in beauty 
to any in England ; they dart their ftately 
branfches to the higheft pitch that confti- 
tutes grandeur, and line the chine from its 
beginning to the principal cafcade. In the 
courfe of the rivulet before mentioned, fe- 
veral fmall fprings join it ; when it preci- 
pitately nifhes on to the end of the alh 
grove, where, in one body, it enters a chafm 
cleft in the earth, and now forms the beft 
cafcade we had as yet feen. 

The village of Shanklin affords every gra- 
tification a. liberal mind can wifh for. Few . 
places can boaft of greater happinefs. Its 
inhabitants are like one large family: ill 
nature is not known among them.— Ob** 
liging in the extreme, they appear to be 

the 
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thfe happieft when their vUitants are beft 
jdeafed. 

Was there a poffibility of procuring a 
bathing machine at this place, there is no 
doubt but the well-known hofpitality to be 
found at the houfe of Mrs. Williams, would 
attra6l numbers to partake of the pleafures 
of thisTieavenly fpot. Under her peaceful 
roof -the traveller may be accommodated 
with every convenience a village can afford ; 
and €ven luxury itfelf might find its crav- 
ings gratified. 

The only alloy to their happinefs the in- 
^labitants are fenfible of, is the imcertainty 
pf the tenure of that happinefs. Doubtful 
of ever reaping the fruits of their indufby, 
they meet with little encouragement to ren- 
der their lands as produ6live as they might 
bemade; the leafes by which they are held 
being only granted for three lives,*ujirenew- 
abie ; wh<in thefe are extinft, they devolve 
tb the original landlord. And in the fame 
manner is the fpirit of induflry damped in 
«tt tlus part of the Ifle of Wight, 

The. 



( H ) 

The thine being the princip^ otjeft here 
that attracts the notice of travellers, I took 
the annexed faint Iketch of it during a very 
heavy i^n.— The mouth of it, towards the 
fea, appears to have been rent by fome fud«* 
den eruption of over-loaded Nature ; and 
the efFefts of this concuflion extend for full 
a quarter of a mile> in a line to the village^ 
where its progrefs was probably flopped by 
the folidity of the rock, 

A flight of iteps has been made in the 
chine for the convenience of the inh^bii^ 
tants, in order that, they might afcend and 
ddTcend with the greater eafe. A gentle- 
man of the illand, in a .tour round it, has 
fiflerted, (believing, or being betrayed by 
Xkm country people into the belief of it,) 
•that thefe were not artificial fteps, but occa^ 
ironed by the eruption. They would hscw 
impofed the fame deception on us; but 
when they faw that we treated the idea 
with ridicule, they candidly acknowledged 
that it was their cuftom to endeavour to 
ideceiye ftrangers in this point. On a ijnaU 
level, half way down towards the fea, Jlsods 

afiftier- 
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A fiTherman's hut, which has th^ charm of 
relieving the moft rugged appearance of the 
Cliflfe. 

' Mr. Fitzmaurice, who once refided here, 
we imderftood, was at the expence of 
making a road to the waterfall ; but from 
the water that ravages the bottom of the 
chine, and the violence of the wind in the 
wint^, it foon became impaffable. 

The bottom ftill continues firm, and we 
ventured as far as the cafcade. Many 
clumps of earth, which have fallen from 
the promontories that form its declivities^ 
dbftrutSl the paffage. We found it to be 
well covered with plants and fhrubs, that 
negligently break the career of the ftream* 

The chine has four turns before it reaches 
tlie waterfall, all of which bear a propor- 
tionable degree of that fublime awfulnefe 
fiuch a fcene naturally infpirea. When we 
had readied its extremeft limits, the fail 
cs^ibited more grandeur, and cleared it- 
felf <tf the ^Fedpiee with greater boldrtell 

and 
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and majefty^ than we had ever feen in any^ 
•before. A few Ihrubs hang on its fides^ 
and fip the fpray arifihg from the agi-? 
tated foam, the fprinklings of which pro- 
duce that vernal mofly bloom that fo often 
contrafts the other vegetation, and doubles 
its wonted fplendour. 

It fcarcely admits of a doubt, but that 
Shanklin chine, like the others, is a rent 
in the rock, occafioned by that internal 
Gombuftible matter which reduced the 
whole of them to their prefent ftate. Its 
fides are ftrongly impregnated with iron^ 
copperas, and fulphur. About one-thjird 
of the way from its head there is a cha- 
lybeate fpring, with an unufual fcum on 
its furface, and a fediment of iron in its 
channel. 

While here, we were convinced, from 
ocular demoriftration, of the effect the rain 
has dn this ftream. At fuch times the body 
of water is very confiderably increafed, and 
the waterfall fo fwells, as to become an ob^ 
jetSl worthy the notice of the curious. It 

pours 
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poors down through all the foregoing 
chftnndj and rtifhes with violence into the 
fea. 

The beach hete has a line fandy bottom^ 
entirely free from rocks or ftoi^es ; which 
renders it a very defirable place for bath- 
ing. To the ]right» a well^-known hill, 
called Horfe Lodge, projefts into the fea, 
and forms the fouthern extremity of San- 
down bay, binding behind it the point of 
Dunnofe. On the left it is boumled by 
Culver diflfe, ^Iid affords a fine recefs for 
finall vefiels during a gale of wind. 

The fpots mod diftinguilhable from the 
chine are Sandown font, and the feat of 
Mr. Wilkes. The fituation of the latter 
appears from hence to be extremely plea- 
lant, and to C(xnmand very extenfive views. 

Returning from the chine to the village 
of Shanklm, a fpace of about half a mile, 
through corn fields, we had another view of 
that place ; but,. as before obferved, there is 
little of it to be feen ; the fight being ob- 

VoL. II. C ftruaed 
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firaded by the lofty trees ^hich furreund 
it. The down behitid it^ whofe fides asewdl 
wooded, terminate the view. 

To add to the beauty of this fpoC, an 
uncommon number of finging birds, erf" va-* 
rious forts, haunt the fequeftered vale, and^ 
by their fweet notes, give a diearfulnefs to 
every returnii^ morn. I muft not omt to 
mention one drcumlilance which redounds 
to the honour of the inhabitants of Shank«* 
lin. — So fediUe are they of the value of 11-* 
berty, that, during my (lay here, I did 6ot 
obferve a bird to be immured in a cag$ 
throughout the whole place. 

Ungrateful mufl: be thofe who, enjoyitij^ 
freedom themfelves, and fehfible of the vdftt6 
of it, {hall refiife it to the fweet choriftensi 
whofe carols afford them fo mudi pteafun; 
Afk the captive, that, naked and forlorn, 
lingers out a miferabie exiflence in a loaCh-» 
fome cell, the gnawing fetters rending Jm 
Itefh, and hunger wearing him to the bone ; 
and he will tell you, that freedom is the gift 
of Nature to all her childlren, without ex- 
ception ; 
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cipfckiii ; and inhirawn mnft be thofe whd 
deprive e^en the feathered irace of tihat 
ir%ht. Or, as Thomfon much faettearde* 
firibes the inhumani^ of confining Ivrda 

'< Be not the mule afliained here to bemoan 
• ^** Her brothers of the giove, by tyrant man 
<* Inhuman caught, and in die narrow cagfe 
<< FssmUheftfcao&o!d, and boundbTsiair. 
^< Dull are the pretty flaves, their plumage duljy 
*« Ragged, and all its bright'ning luftreloft ; 
«• Nor is that fprightly wildnefs in their notes, 
**^ Which, clear and vigorous, warbles firom the beechr 
•< O thtHf ye iriends c^ love and love-ta»g|it fong* 
** %arethe fofi tribes, this barbarous art forbear; 
^' If on your bofom innocence can win, 
«« Mufic engage, or piety perfuade.** 

TneMsoN^s Seasons. 

V^faen we had returned to our place of 
refidence for the night, a fcene prefi^ted it-- 
U^ that, had it fallm uader the infpe6tioii 
of ,Mr. Wright, would have received ample 
jvfiiee firom the mafterly touches of hii 
pwcil^ 

A parcel of .countrymen, who had juft 

r^umed from the harveft field, had fought 

C a the 
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the flielter of a fliddy retreat on the-gt^en 
plot which Hands before the hdufe, iii^ order 
to wipe the fweat of induftry from thefr 
koneft . brows, and to ^ regale themfelves 
after the fatigues of a fultry day; in all 
that careleffnefs peculiar to thefe people, 
they had happily grouped themfelve&i ^nd 
in fuch a pofition that the light of a glim- 
mering taper fhone full bn theff faoes/atfd 
prodviced a fine ejBfe6l. 

At the fame thne, near the. extremity of 
the branches that fheltered the ruftidB/*the 
moon> darting her filver beams on jpart of 
the houfe, and playing on the boughs of 
the trees, gently glided away to the fea, 
and caught every returning wave as it rofe. 
On the left, the cliffs of Culver were plahily 
difcernabie through the trees, ^hd feemed- 
to have combined their charms ta heighten 
the fcene, and delight the imagination. For 
near an hour not a fiilgle doud obftrudfeed 
this pleafing light, but every inftant addedc 
trefh beauties to the landfcape. 
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* SECTION XV. 

LEAVING Shanklin, we pafled the 
village of Lake, and made for the feat 
of John WiUkes, Efq. This villa, though not 
large, has every requifite to make it a de- 
firable abode. The houfe is rather low ; it 
is however extenfive, having had many im- 
provements made to it by its prefent pro*- , 
prfetor ; whofe judgment and tafte in all 
the elegancies of lifie are well known. It 
{lands on an eminence, and commands the 
whole profpedt of Sandown Bay. 

The greateft deficiency obfervable here 
is the want of wood ; that would give it a 
preference to irioft other parts of the iilaiid. 
But the trees around Mr. Wilkes's raanfion 
do'iiot tlurive to his wifhes. 

The infide of the houfe is plain, but ele- 
^ntly fitted up, and abounding with every 
convenience that can tend to the accommo- 
dation of a family. Oh the r'ght fide of 
it a marquee is ere6led, which ferves for a 
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fummer houfe, and, for tafte, is equal to 
any thing of the kind we had ever fe^i. 
Several curious engravings from the an- 
tique^ graee its fides ; and we law fevend 
others lying on the tables ; but the latter 
were not fo well executed as thofe hung up. 
At the further end of the marquee, over a 
fpeciraen of conjugal felicity in baflb re- 
lievoj is the following infcription» engraved 
on a marble tablet : 

To SM Piety 
and 

Mary Wilkes, 

Erefted by , 

John Wilkes, 
1789, 

The gardens dare well laid out, aifd opm« 
penfate in a great meafure for the want of 
wood ; and the young ihrubboies now 
aroimd it bid fair to fupply that lofs, and 
to complete the beauty of this defmible 
Ipot. 

Few of the gentlemen who r^ort to this 
Hland on fummer excurlions but' what muft 

remark 



remark the VK>nd«r{ttl ocmtrafts of it; and I 
jnwft again ohferve, that were a ftranger to 
fee taken from Allum Bay, or Under Cliff, 
«nd placed here, he would imagine he was 
got into a different country* 

Between this place and Shanklin, within 
the lad: tw^ity years, the fea has intruded 
fiill thirty feet on the land. The broken 
ground throughout the whole of the way 
from Small Hopes to Shanklin chine, is a 
fuflRcient proof of the truth of this obfer«* 
vadon. 

Our next ddlination was to Sandown fort. 
This fort commands. the bay from which 
it takes its name. It is a low fquare build«* 
Ing, flanked by four baflions, and encom-> 
paged bf a ditch. The lownefs of it fe- 
cures it againfl any attacks by fea, as the 
ibots firom the ihips pafs over it. During 
the laft war fe/eral privateers entered the 
bay, and attempted to deffaroy it, but were 
not able to fucceed in the attempt ; beating 
xipwn £| few chimnies was the height of their 
Stid^emeats. It was repaired, not many 
C4 years 
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years ego, at a confiderable expence ; and 
there are feveral mafter-gunners, with a 
fmaU gwrifon in it; fo that this part of the 
coalt is defended by it, during a war, from 
the attacks of an enemy. 

From Sandown we made for Yaverland; 
a fmall village fituated at the foot of Brad* 
ing 4owns. In our way we coafled th6 
clifts of Culver, the inhabitants of which 
are qhi^y gulls and pigeons* Froih the 
latter it receives its name, cuipie being the 
Saxon word for a pigeon. Formerly tltis 
kind pf birds were more numerous on thefe 
rocks than any other fpecies, but they are of 
late much decreafed ; many of them hovi^^ 
ever ftill remain. 

Looking back, we had now an adva(i« 
tageous view of the dawns we had cnoifed 
the preceding day.— Appuldercombe houfe 
was .perfpftly difcornihle, as was alfo the 
view from it of Bradjng harbour; which 
few iivould have imagined. The valley 
•opened between the downs of Brading 
ai^l YaVerland, and prefented the harbour 

of 
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of the former, with the road of St. Helen's. 
The fpot of wood called Queen-bower, 
was very confpicuous to the fight ; while 
the extremity of the vale apparently dofed 
at Black Down and Gatecombe hills. 

Purfuing our way ftill by the fea fide, we 
came to the Foreland, the eafternmoft point 
of the ifland; From thence we met with no- 
thing of novelty till we reached Bimbridge 
point, where the entrance of Brading haven 
commences. The adjacent land is well 
wooded, and very agreeable to the view# 

The haven confifts of an extenfive tra6l 
o{ marfli land, amounting to upwards of 
eight hundred acres. It is covered every 
tide by the fea, which flows through a nar- 
row pafiage. Many attempts have been 
made to procure a conftant entrance into 
this haven for (hips of burden, but without 
liicodk ; the fand being driven in as faft as 
it is cleared away. From this circumftance, 
one of the fecureft and mod extenfive har- 
bours in the channel, wherein the (hips at 
Spithead and St. Helen's might find a ready 

retreat^ 



retreat, in cafe of neceflfity, is imfortcmateiy 
Tendered nfelefe. 

' We now traverfed the banks of the har- 
bour, -and (kirted its hordes, as near as 
the road would allow. From its woody 
t)anks and cheerful afpeft the tranfparent 
^ivater receives every plealing imprefllkm 
they can pofflbly beftow. Two houfes, 
genteel in their appearance, lay to our 
right ; while Nunwell, the feat of the an- 
t:ient ikmily of Sir William Ogknder, £Kea 
the hcorbour. 

From hence we ftill kept to the left, 
-wilhing to have a perfe^l view of th* 
marflies of grading, as well as thofe of 
ISandown. From the latter the iflwd re- 
^teives every advantage fuch a traft cff teed 
can yield, the gi'eateft part of it bein^ ap» 
propriated to the cultivation of com. It 
'is well watered, and a fmall river rwis 
through k, that keeps it in a continual 
ftate of verdure. A great number of cat- 
tie are grazed upon it; Nature having 

hi^ily 
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'happily fiarniihed this bleflfed fpot wkh a 
profufion of the fweeteft herbage. 

The valley leads down to Newchnrch ; 
a place we intend to vifit before we leave 
this ifland, but Ihall not be able to include 
it in the Tour we are how on, round the 
coafts. On our right-hand the opposite 
ihores of the lake were no contemptiUe ob- 
jefl, clad as they were in Autumn's gayeft 
veft. The water infringing on this fide as 
wdl as on the other, we had all its diverfi- 
. iied eSe&s. This vale {urniHies pafiurefor 
a confiderable number of cattle^ but not 
proportionable to that of Sandown. 

Once more entering the road, wepurfued 
our way to Brading, with a defign to oourfe 
the ihores of the oppofite fide of the harbour » 
Brading, though one of the largeft towns in 
the Sktnd, has not a fingle obje6l about it 
to roKler it the fubgedt of particular attri- 
tion. It is merely a town, without any of 
that diverfity moft others have. Even its 
X^urch is obliterated by the ill-judged care- 
ftibfels of the worthy overfeers ; and what 

once 



once might; have invited, now difguRs lii^ 
fight. 

Meefting with nothing to detain us in the 
town, we pafled through it, and purfued the 
right-hand road, in order to track the 
boundaries of its lake on the fide, of which 
we had had a view in the morning; and 
having travelled about half a mile towards 
the north, we ftruck away to St. Helen s. 

The fouthern fliores of the harboiu* are ' 
far pleafanter to view than its northern. 
Breaks between the mountains introduce 
the main valley of the ifland, with a diftin6l 
view pf fir Richard Worfley's feat, and the 
hill of St. Catherine's. The vale before 
mentioned extending from Appuldurcorabe 
houfe, had greater beauties than in any 
point of view we had hitherto feen it* The 
trees fell charmingly into each other, and 
formed fmall coppices; While the downs, 
which furrounded it, rofe with more than 
common grandeur. : 
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The bay of Brading talces feveral fine 

fweeps. 
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fweepSt and mofft pleafantly contrail the 
fcenes. — Many woody promontories run into 
the harbour, and gives grace to its bounds 
aries. — The road to St. Helenas is on both 
iidos lined vdth trees, which i'enders it de-' 
lightfuL — ^We found much greater appeair- 
ance , of noWenefs here, in every jiath ^er 
purfued, than the oppofite vallJes had to 
boaft.-^To our left the country was chiefly 
wood.— The road to Ride, throughout the 
whole way, was covered with oaks, which, aft 
they were juft affuniing the autumnal co- 
louring, flione with unfpeakable fplendor. 

The village of St. Helens confifls of a 

few fcattered huts, conftru6led chiefly of 

ftone, and thatched. It b not improi3able, 

from fome ancient accounts, but that it was 

formerly of much greater confequence than 

It is at prefent. There is a large farm in 

the pariih ftill called the Priory, it having 

been a oell to an abbey of Cluniac monks in 

>?ormandy. The old church was fituated 

ib near the fea that it was endangered by its 

incroachments, upoii which account a brief 

wai8 obtained by the inhabitants for erefting 

" 1 . a new 
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^jtew dne, about the beginnii^ of the pre!i> 
fent century. 

, There are feveral quarries near this vBk 
h^, from which the materials i|re prociH'al 
wherewith all the buildings for the lower 
xanksi in thk quarter <^ the ifland, arik 
€onfiru6led. 

The air is remarkably healthy and clear j 
and what is no le& obfervable, pleaibre and 
tranquillity feem to brighten every coimte** 
nance. From what fource it proceeds I wilt 
not pretend to fay^ but the inhabitants of 
this ifland appear to poffefs a fund of cheer- 
fulnefs and good-humour, that is not fo 
confpicuous in any other part of his majef* 
ty's dominions, 

Thefarmers in general are a fecial, hofpi- 
table, and worthy fet of people; and many 
of them by their induftry and attention, have? ^ 
acquired ' very confiderable fortunes. If 
there be any degradation to their charafler, 
it is that of moift6ping their clay with too 
copious draughts of potent liquors. Thin 

propenfity 
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]>r€^i^^ however ib not partial, but ]h^ 
dominates throughout the whole illaodf^ 
and it might be urged in extenuation of itg 
that the nature of thfar foil, an4 th^ iatenfa 
heat of then* fummers, allow of a greater e»> 
cefs in this point than many parts oi Eng-» 
Itnil. It is a foiUe that conunenoess whh 
their earfieft years, and '* growing with tfaeic^ 
growth,** few erf the fermers on the mothor^ 
^and> feafoned as mod of them are, wpt^d 
be ahh to cope with thofe of the IQ^ ot 
Wights 

■ *" . 

The convenience of St. Helen's is well 

known to all. outward-bound ftiips pafling 

through the channel, as moft of them take 

in h^e their live flock for fea; poultry be-^ 

ing extremely cheap, and all other provir 

i^ons proportionably fo. 

Through the efficacy of a bill procured 
hy the gentlemen of the ifland for fecuring 
^£urmers from the depredations of foxes» 
ba^g^s, polecats, and other noxious animals, 
the; ifland is kept \ery free from them. 
Evep to let one of them Ipofe is an offence 
^ punifhable 



punilhable with tranfportation ; for were 
they once to take root in the ifland, from 
the number of coverts in the cliffs, &c. it 
would be nearly impoffible to extirpate 
thehi. 

While we wer6 there, we were informed 
that a fox, which had been reared from a 
cub by a gentleman ilear Newchurch, broke 
his chain, and made his efcape to the cliffs 
of Shanklin ; where, as ufual, he lay conceal- 
ed in the day time, and committed his de- 
predations during the night. At length 
being luckily dete6led in carrying off* fome 
poultry from Shanklin farm, he was (hot; 
dnd this is the only inftance of any mifchief 
being done by thefe animals for a great 
number of years ;-— I believe within the me- 
mory of the oldeft inhabitant. 

At the bottom of the hill of St. Helenas a 
land mark is placed as a guide to mariners; 
from which Dover Point binds the entrance 
to the harbour of Braiding. This point is 
near half a mile from tlie foot of the hill 
where the village of St /Helen's Hands, and 

it 
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is covered chiefly with fand and fui^ze. This 
is the point that choaks the harbour, and ob- 
ftrufts the entrance of fhips of burden. 

From this view the harbour appears like 
a lake. — ^The land clofes it from hence on 
all fides; and makes an excellent ftudy.— 
The woody fcreens of St. Helen's run all 
the way along its banks to Brading, where 
it is joined by thofe that iiicircle the town, 
— ^Nunwell woods blend in the back-ground 
with thofe of Brading, and frefhen the fcene. 
—The valley dill continues open, and per- 
mits St. Catherine's to forjn a part of the 
diftance. — On the left the water takes large 
fweeps round the point of land whi chfalls 
into its bafon.— The downs of Bimbridge 
X^t^e along the fhores, and form the fide- 
fcreen. 

Outward-bound Ihips not only take in 
their poultry, &c. here, but likewife their 
le^Oter; which is found to be preferable to 
tha,t of moft other parts, Eaft Indiaraen 
T^ve been known to carry it to their deftin- 
«4 ports, and bring foroe of it back, in as 
.Vol. II. D fweet 
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fweet a ftate as when taken from the fprmg. 
And it has this fiirther advantage^ that wheil 
at fea, it recovers itfelf fooner than any 
other. 

Nettleftone Priory, which lies about i 
hiile and a half frpm St. Helen's, became 
the next olgedV of our vifits. We had en- 
tertained hopes of finding fomething out of 
the common line, in a place that might be 
fupppofed to bear the venerable remains of 
antiquity ; and indeed the entrance to it 
quite tranfported us ; — b, grove of nodding 
elms towered over the avenue;— but we 
were not a little furprifed to find thefe ex- 
pedtations foon difappointed. The farm 
mentioned before (to which it is now con- 
verted) has not in its appearance the leaft 
trace of its having been the abode of a holy 
brotherhood. Neither antiquity nor beauty 
was to be feen about it. — Nothing more 
than a dirty farm-yard prefented itfelf. 

Faffing through this, we entered the 
garden of Sir Nalh Grofe.— The old man- 
fion, which ftill retains the name of thfe 

priory. 
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priory, is plain and neat, but finally An 
additional houfe has lately been begun by 
that gentleilian, and bids fair to prove a 
very defirable refidence.— The profpe6l& 
from this fpot, of the fea, together with the 
coails of Suffex and Hamplhire, are very 
extenfive, and give it the preference in point 
of fituation, to many in the ifland. 

Near the priory feveral falt-works are 
eflabliihed, which for convenience exceed 
the general run of thefe works. 
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SECTION XVI. 

T7R0M hence we returned through Net- 
•*- tleftone village, and proceeded towards 
Ride. The road we now pafled through is 
in excellent repair, and the country exhi- 
bits a very different afpedl to what it had 
hitherto done. — ^Woods, abounding with 
oaks, encircle the roads and villages.— 
Thefe oaks, however, are not pofleffed of 
the grandeur of thofe produced in the New 
Foreft. Formerly the Ifle of Wight was 
chiefly covered with, wood ; but, from its 
contiguous fituation to the dock-yards at 
Portfmouth, the fouthern vallies have been 
confiderably difmembered of it. 

The foil changes here again, and confids 
of mould, fand, and gravel. Several grafe 
farms lie near the road, and clothe the 
vallies with pleafanter tints than we had 
pafled. 

On our right lay St. John's, late the feat 
of Lord Amherfl:, but now of Mr. Lake. 

The 
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The houfe (lands on a rifing ground, and 
commands very extenfive views. The 
woody fcenes of Ride lie before it, with 
the fea at its back front. The building 
is plain, but very neat, and difplays great 
tafte ; it befides poffefles every requifite to 
make it a complete and commodious man- 
fion. The grounds belonging to it, though 
pot extenfive, are well flocked. 

From its fituation, it becomes a very de- 
firable fporting lodge ; the woods around it 
^{Fording fhelter to a great number of hares 
and pheafants ; and as care is taken to fecure 
them from the depredations of poachers, 
there is feldom any want of fport. The 
woods likewife abounding with fprings, 
woodcocks md fnipes ^e alfo found here 
in plenty. 

The road proceeds from hence to Ride.— 
The principal part of this place is termed 
- Upper Ride, which lies on the top of the 
hill, in a dear pleafant air. It is a plain 
^nd neat village, and has feveral well-built 
houfes in it. A great deal of company re- 
D 3 fort 
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l?)rt to it during the bathing feafon, theac* 
commodations being nearly equal to thofe 
at Cowes ; but the principal reafon for pre- 
ferring this to the other watering places, is 
the many fine rides which ftrike out from 
it ; and, in general, the roads are rather 
better than in many parts of the iflatid. 

Lower Ride is a ftraggling place, and has 
a nearer refemblance to the fubje6ls Vangoen 
Ihidied, than to thofe of any other mafter. 
Several fmall veffels are built here ; and the 
inhabitants are moftly fifhermen, and ma* 
riners employed in the coafting trade. 

The paflage from hence to Portfmouth is 
the neareft from any part of the ifland. — It 
is thought to be rather more than feven 
miles acrofs ; but the boatmen fay not 
quite fo much. Boats pafs regularly every 
" morning, at feven o'clock in the fummer, 
and nine in the winter, from hence to Gof- 
port and Portfmouth, to the great conve- 
nience of thofe places ; the inhabitants being 
chiefly fupplied with their butter, eggs, and 

poultry. 
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poultry, from hence, and other parts of the 
lilmid. 

Towards the weftern extremity of the vil-- 
lage are the bathing houfes, whofe fituation ' 
is preferable to any on the oppofite Ihores^ 
both on account of the purenefs of the water, 
and the conveniences. The coaft off this 
place is {hoal for ahnoll a mile; fo that 
fliips of burden are prevented from lying 
near. Every accommodation neceflary for 
parties, during the bathing t^me, is to be 
procured at Ride ; and the pleafantnefe of 
>t$ fituation, ^nd its rides, exdufive of thefe 
accompafiiments^ are great inducen^ents for 
jirangers to vifi|: it* 

On the r^ad frcrai Ride to Bimftead de^ 
Ijghtful fcenes frequently prefent them*- 
iidve«* Before we entered the village,, a fine 
^iece of brofeen ground opened> and gave 
iU9 the beft view of Spitheatl we had as yet 
feen. On both fides, the oak and the afh 
formed beautiful, fcreens, leaving a fpace 
juft fuffici^nt for the water and diftance to 
:ijiake a grand appearance. 

D 4 Many 
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Many old ftiimps of trees ky fcattered 
near the road, that, with a team of horfes, 
formed a fine group.— The horfes belonged 
to a farmer, who was loading felled timber 
on one of thofe pi6lurefque long carriages, 
juft fuited to the romantic appearance of 
the fore-ground ; and which produced as 
complete a compofition as could be defired 
for fuch a fcene. — A well-known favourite 
fubje6l of the late Mr. Gainfborough. 

Faffing B^nftead, we entered the woods 
that encircle Quarr Abbey. — ^Their noble- 
nefs is grateful to the eye, and gives the 
mind a finer idea of a true (ketch of Na- 
ture than thofe we had paffed when we left 
Nettleftone Priory. — All was regularly ir- 
regular ; and they played off every charm 
to the greateft advantage, over a brook, 
whofe rapid ftream murmured againft 
the pointed furiace of the ftones; while 
the boughs kindly condefcended to ihade 
its cool retreat. 

Hitherto we had never met with trees on 
this ifland in fo thriving a condition as 

thofe 



( 41 ) 

thofe which now flieltered us. An immenfe 
number of wood pigeons inhabit thefe fo- 
iitary walks, whofe melancholy notes, added 
to the ftill filence that reigned throughout 
the grove, infpired us with a facred awe,--* 
All was huflied ; — ^not a leaf was ruffled by 
the paffing breeze. — At length we reached 
the^ abbey ; 

*' Where pious beadfmen, from the. world retired, 
^' In blifsful vifions winged their fouls to Heaven ; 
<* While future joys their fober tranfports fir'd, 
'* They wept their erring days, and were forgiv'n. 

" Where burn the gorgeous altars lafting fires ? 
«* Where frowns the dreadful fanSuary now ? 
" No more Religion's awful flame afpires f 
" No more th' afylum guards the fated brow ! 

" No more (hall Charity, with fparkling eyes 
" And fmiles of welcome, wide unfold the door, 
«« Where Pity, lift'ning ftill to Nature's cries, 
" Befriends the wretched, and relieves the poor !" 

Keate. 

This celebrated abbey was founded in 
the reign of Henry the Firft, by Baldwin 
Earl of Devon, and was dedicated to the 
Virgin Mary. The monks by which it 
was inhabited were removed from Savigny, 

in 
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in Normandy, and were among the fii^ oC 
the Ciftertian order that came into JEng- 
land. It probaUy received its name crff 
Quarr, or, as it n called in fome of the 
c4d grants, Quarraria, firom the ftone quar-' 
Ties that aire in its neighbourhood. 

It was anciently encircled. by a wall, ne«r 
a mile in circumference, the veftiges of 
which ftill remain. At its back nods a 
venerable grove that gives fcJemnity to the 
fcene ; and from it there b an opening to 
the fea, which furniflwji the holy fathers 
with an opportunity of contemplating the 
wonders of the deep« 

The greateft part of this ancient building 
. is demoliOied ; a few of the walls only ftill 
remain. The archltedlure, as far as can Ije 
now judged of, was a mixture of Saxon and 
Gothic. The church or chapel of the mo- 
naftery may yet be traced at the eaftend; 
and fome vaulted cellars are difcernible at 
the weft end. Of the walls that are ftandr 
ing, fome are conv^ed into bams, by being 

covered 
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covered with thatch, and others d^aded 
into (lies and (tables. 

The farm->houfe adjohnng to it is a mo« 
dem building, and tends much to diminifli 
the venerabtenefs of the- ruder veftiges, 
which Time has brought to a ftage beyond 
perfe6licMi. A few years ago a great deal 
more of the abbey was in exigence ; but 
now not an interefting view of it can be 
taken. 

All its former grandeur lies a wreck to 
Time ; and from the dirt ftrewed around 
by its different pofleflbrs, the principal part 
of the building is embowelled in the earth , 
and overgrown with mofs and rugged fern. 
Its diftance from the fea is very inconfider* 
able ; and there is ftill remaining, juft above 
h^h-water mark, fome appearance of a fort, 
which was built for its defence in the time 
of king Edward the Third. 

We could not leave the poor remains of 
this once, grand and venerable pile, without 
fighmg at the depredations of Time, and la- 
menting 
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menting the havock it has made on thefe 
abodes of Piety and Peace. 

Proceeding through the other avenue, 
we bent our coiurfe towards Wootton 
bridge. The road from the abbey was 
finely wooded with oaks, and contributed 
to keep alive the gloomy ideas, that had 
taken poffeflion of our minds. Th^s cover 
continued for fome time ; but when an 
opening took place, the choiceft variety of 
tints difFufed themfelves round the tops of 
the trees, that can be imagined. The leaves 
of the oaks had juft become rubid, and ming- 
ling with thofe that had fallen from the afti, 
which w^re nearly yellow, produced a fine 
and glowing colour. 

The branches of moft of the oaks that 
were arrived at maturity, were difrobed 
of their leaves, on a few of their boughs. 
This, at fome . times, produces a beau- 
tiful effe6l ; at others it is difgufting ; 
but as this uncertainty depends on the 
manner of their growth, and their fitu- 

ation. 
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ation^ the knowledge of it can only be ob- 
tained by ocular obfervation, 

A thbufand turns and forms of trees may 
prefent themfelves to a judicious eye, and 
few of tbefe pei^haps might pleafe.— The 
nobleft oaks frequently have too great a 
number of branches, and thefe branches 
may be over-loaded with ramifications ; when 
this is the cafe, but little verdure appears on 
them. At other times thefe trees, when de- 
prived of that luxuriance, have a great 
quantity pf mofs gather on their boughs ; 
which, in the middle of the fummer, blends 
too much with the green leaves ; but towards 
autumn, when the leaves turn brown, they 
appear, owing to the heat, quite grey and 
vivid. — So alfo in the morning at fun-rife, 
when the dew has well moiftened this mofs, 
and thrown a glofs over the other parts of 
the wood, they fhine moft beautifully, and 
form noble colouring.— But fo momentary 
is the effe6l of this operation of Nature, and 
fo quick the tranfition, that it fcarcely can be 
difcerned by the carelefs eye. The prin- 

pipal 
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dpal beauty of pi6lurefque reprefentationtf 
depending in a great mealure on the obferv- 
ance of thefe minutiae, they are not unwor- 
thy the attention of the artift. 

As we pafled through the wood, we feU 
in with a buck and doe;— -but we found 
they were not natives of this part ; — ^fuch as 
efcape from Sir Richard Worfley^s park, and 
.this frequently happens, generally make for 
thefe woods. 

At the extremity of this range of cover, 
we came clofe to Wootton-bridge hill ; 
which for convenience of water carriage, 
claims a fuperior rank to many other parts 
of the ifland. — ^Here every diverfity encoun<- 
tered the fight.— A great plenty of wat^ 
lay in the valley, which was delightfully 
wooded on both fides, down to its banks.-^ 
Its views are extremely pleafant, and quite 
different from any we had hitherto feen. The 
left hand prefents an entire fcreenof woods, 
which gracefully pafs from NunweB to the 
foot of Afhey down, whofe height termin- 
ates 
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ittes tlie diftfltice, and forms a noble back* 
grounds 

The fun was fetting at the time it fell 
tinder our iiifpe6lion, and it powerfully im- 
|)refled with its rays the tops of the flirubs. 
Many fweet hues from them alfo brought the 
livelieft colouring on the trees ; nor was their 
refle6lion on the briny mirror lefs bteutifid, 
^—Several tranfitory ftreaks of the evening 
beamed, with an expreflion beyond all de- 
fcription fine, in the water.—- The tide was 
in; and as on this fide Wootton-bridge 
mills the wind and weather have no eflfeft, 
it was a placid lake; and ftained with the 
higheft glows the hand of Nature could 
imprint. It is true its turn has not an 
equal degree of grace with thofe in«the 
northa^n parts of England, but it has an 
innum^ttble diverfity of objects to recom- 
mend it 

The right of Wootton bridge leads to 
the fea. Thb we failed down, and were as 
Well pleafed with the beauties of it, as any 
we had before feen.— The only deficiency 

we 
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we could perceive was the wint of rock^ 
that great affiftant to landfcape. A few of 
thofe cHfFs with which the fouthern fliores 
of the ifland are overloaded, would have 
rendered this one of the completeft and 
moft beautiful lake-views in the ifland* Its 
right-fide has all the woods of Quarr Ikirt- 
ing its Ihores, which are anfwered by the 
oppofite fides, where the fame texture pre- 
vails, — A few inter pofitions of corn and 
grafs break among the woods, and reach 
likewife to the water ; but thefe are too 
fmall to add much grace to it. 

On our return, the mill and bridge broke 
the firft diftance of the water ;— over which 
the woods that ranged along Afliey down 
united themfelves to the others that fwept 
along Arreton downs ; where they appear- 
ed to be broke by a few ftraggling hills 
which joined the road to Ride, 

Having feafted our fight for a confidera- 
ble time on this delightful view, we paffed 
on for Barton, formerly the feat of lord 
Clanrickard, but now the property of Mr. 

Blachford. 
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Bkchford. A convent or oratory of friars, 
of the order of St. Auguftin, was founded 
here in the year 1282 ; which was granted in 
Ae year 1439 to the college of Winchefter. 
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SECTION XVIL 

WE now quitted the high road, an(J 
turning to the right hand, paffed 
through feveral corn fields till we reached 
another copfe of a confiderable extent. The 
quantity of wood growing in this quarter of 
the ifland is nearly incredible, when compar- 
ed to the other parts : — the latter appear a 
defert to it . This diverfity renders it at once 
pleafant and ftriking ;— -and gives a felN. 
greater fcope for the pencil than a common 
valley, thinly ftrewed with hedge-rows^ pof- 
fibly can. 

The right-hand road led us dire€lly to 
Barton Houfe, which ftands upon an emi- 
nence, and commands fine prorpe6ls.— When 
viewed fromthe foot of the hill it has a very 
pleafing effe6l, — ^The houfe is an ancient 
building, and tlie appearance of it fuch as we 
generally find theroanfions which were ere6l- 
ed about the reign of queen Elizabeth ; — the 
windows are compofed of leaded cafements, 
which are ^1 funk in the wall. The late 

noble 
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ilo!>le poffeflor of it, lord Clanricard, whofe 
ufual refidenee it was, made feveral additions 
fo it.-— All the fides of the rooms are of 
\Vainfcot, formed into fmall pannels, in 
which are affixed a number of reprefenta- 
tions of the crofs. 

Here was likewife a chapel ; but the build- 
ing is now appropriated to lefs facred pur- 
jpofes, being converted into a warehoufe for 
Wool. A great famenefs runs through the 
whole houfe, both in its internal and ex- 
ternal parts. The mode of its conftru6lion, 
with fo many gable ends towards the front,* 
gives a great formality to its appearance ;' 
ds do the tall chimnies ; both of which ap* 
jiear difgufting in a pifture. 

The lawn before the houfe is pleafant, but 
too regularly planted with clumps of ever- 
greens, that favour more of the duUnefs of 
a citizen than the tafte of a nobleman. We 
had, however, a fine view from it of Stokes 
bay to the right, and of Hampton water to 
the weft. The fea-view was a great relief 
to its other profpe6ls, and by far the beft. 
E a dborne. 
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Olborne, the feat of Robert Pope Blach-* 
fojrd, Efq. was our next obje6t. The roacE 
from Barton Houfe, (wHich, as before ob- 
ferved, belongs likewife to this gentleman) 
is not of any confiderable length, and at the 
fame time without much novelty. 

This feat may be ranked as one of the 
beft chofen refidences in the ifland. On a 
fine fpacious lawn, that leads to the fpa, 
ftands the pleafantly-fituated manfion.~ 
The views from it are as extenfive as they 
can be on the northern fide ;---Spithead has 
a fine appearance from it ; — ^fo has Hamp-* 
ton river. 

The building is very large, and has allltaf 
offices behind it. The infide is equally con- 
venient and roomy; and is now receiving 
confiderable improvements. 

From hence we touched at Old Caftle- 
point, and had a profpedl ot Weft Coweson 
the oppofite fide of the river ;— but nothing 
more prefented itfeli than what we had 
feen on our firft arrival at the ifland. 

As 
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As we had before, in our way to Newport, 
lt)de along the weftern boundaries of the 
river Medina, we now made its eaftern fide 
our principal object. Alter leaving Eaft 
Cowes, the firft curve of the river prefented 
itfelf a little beyond Olborne. In this fweep 
its courfe is fine, and forms a perfe6l view. 
The oppofite ftiores are foftly touched with 
wood and fern, and Ihare no inconfiderable 
part of its beauties. 

Whippingham now formed the fore- 
ground. But concluding that the river muft 
make a confpicuous appearance fi*bm that 
place, we defoended to it. The church of 
Whippingham is as curious an obje6l of the 
kind as we ever beheld ;- and unlike every 
one we had yet feen. The tower, infl:ead 
of having battlements or a ttaret, has two 
gable ends, and reminded us rather of a 
houfe than of a church. 

The vicarage, formerly the feat of Dr. 
Lewis, is now the refidence of Mr. Barring- 
ton, junior. — ^The houfe is conftrufted part- 
ly of wood and partly of brick. — It is rather 
E3 * low^ 
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low, but exceedingly pleafant, and a fit pat- 
tern for thofe who wilh to combine tafte 
with pleafure. — ^The front of it is towards 
the river, and it has a very confpicuous vievy 
of the oppofite ftiores.— From thefe win^ 
dows the fineft and moft diftinft view of 
the river is feen.— Without entering into a 
minute defcription of the infide of the houfe, 
•we would juft obferve that the bed-rooms» 
though fmall, are fo judicioufly fitted upt 
that every convenience attends them. 

As you approach Newport, you there 
perceive the river to meander in delightful 
curves, while the loaded barks, proudly 
ikimming along its tranflucid bofom, ^dd 
luftre to the fcene. — Carifbrook Caflle, with 
the hills and downs of Gatcombe, clofe the 
view towards the fouth ; as the King's Foreft 
does to the wefl, and the downs of Arreton 
to the eaft. 

The mill belonging to Mr, Smith, known 
by the name of Botany-bay Mill, lies to 
the left of the river, and is juft feen termi- 
liating the curve of the tide. In point of 

fituation 
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fituation foir exhibiting a variety of fcenes, 
this mill (lands unrivalled on the banks of 
the Medina. Its grounds are fmall, but fo 
well laid out, that every neceflary is foon to 
be procured. There are but few houfes in - 
the village of Whippingham, and thofe 
principally belonging to farmers^ 

Rifing now on the high grounds, we had 
more diftin(5l views of the hills round Carif- 
brook than before. The evening at the fame 
time clofing in, one of the heavy purple 
harbingers of approaching night had near- 
ly dropt its aerial curtain before the de- 
clining fun. — ^Yet fo warmly did its power 
beam on every obje6l it caught, that its glow 
appeared to be contracted only to fliine 
with double vividnefs. — Every plant it touch- 
ed was perfectly on fire, and fcarcely con-^ 
fined its hues to the turf on which it grew. 

By the time a few minutes more had e- 
lapfed, the fun had defcended below this 
gloomy ttiantle, in which night^s dreary 
fcenes were foon to be enwrapped ; and find- 
ing a pafTage from the brow of Alvington 
E 4 foreft 
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foreft to glance the remains of his departing 
rays, he tinged with them the oppofite wbod ;• 
*— but fo faintly that the green but barely re-* 
ved its yellow tints. 

From this mellownefs of tint, however, the 
colouring was foft, without too ftrong a glare. 
At the decline of day the fhadows are fine 
and broad, and aflift the imagination in ac- 
quiring a proper idea of this great branch 
of the art, — and how properly to apply 
it — The hills of Swanfton imperceptibly 
crept to the fight, and glided off to the vaU 
ley of Shalfleet, where a fmall interpofition 
of the fea finiftied the fcene. 

The river continued to diverfify its turns 
at every ftep we advanced, till we reached 
Fairlee, the feat of Mr, White. This houfe 
ftands on an eminence, and commands both 
views of the river.— The opening from 
Cowes road to the Mother P^nk snd the 
Brambles, from hence is beautiful, and ex- 
hibits fiqe traits of thefcenes in general pro- 
duced by fea ports. The front of the houfe, 
which is chiefly bricK, is towards the river. 

The 
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The other part has feveral long buildings 
annexed to it, without either novelty or ele- 
gance. The inlide is plain and neat ; be- 
fides which it has nothing very remarkable 
to boaft of. The lawn, before it, reaches to 
the water-fide ; — it is fpacious, and gives a 
noblenefs to the building. — On its left is a 
wood, which (kirts the fides down to the 
river. — The right b open, and defcends to 
the fame point. 

Heavy clouds had for a confiderable time 
been hovering in the horizon ;— they now 
rolled over our heads, and poured down 
upon us their tremendous contents. — ^The 
thunder loudly roared in awful peals ;— 
the rain fpouted on us in catara6ls ; — ^and 
the lightning darted forth its moH vivid 
fulphur.-^When the rain had fomewhat 
abated of its fury, the lightnings exhibited 
the fineft prefentations we had feen fince 
we came upon the ifland.-^The flafties being 
reniarkably long in their continuance, the 
illumination they threw over the adjacent 
parts was grand beyond defcription ; and 
4et8ined us by its beauties for near an hour, 

abforbeU 
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kbforbed in wonder and admiration.— Th6 
town of Newport received from its bril- 
liance every difplay it was in the power of 
light to give it, and appeared a perfe6l fpot 
of beauty ;— while the river and the fur-^ 
rounding wood derived from it their pro* 
portion of grandeur. 

The ftorm had now vented its fury, and 
heavily rolled on ; when, pafling the comer 
of Bleak Heath, we entered Newport at the 
caft bridge, having completed our tour 
round the extremities of the ifland. 
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SECTION XVIIL 

GUR next oljedl was to view the ifland 
from its central mountains^ and to ex<- 
plore the pidturefque beauties which the 
middle parts of it afford in fuch profufion« 
For this purpofe we took our route to the 
^aftward ; and leaving Newport north road, 
we fell in with the foot of Arreton downs, 
at Shide Mill, about a mile from the town. 

The fituation of this place is very beau- 
tiful; and, unlike moft others in the ifland, 
has a few trees encircling each of the houfes, 
with the river Medina meandering along the 
valley,— Pafling its bridge, we perceived the 
hills to rife to a great height, and form a no* 
ble fore-ground. — ^The bridge, though not 
c!dniiderable, becomes an objedl, and finely 
breaks the flreaky lines of.Gatcombe vale to 
the right. 

The road on the downs is very fleep, and 
inoftly chalk and graveL As we afcended, 
the valley opened in a lovely manner, and 

prefented 
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prefented a charming variety of obje6ls ta 
engage the attention. — Gatcombe hills 
bounded the view to the right, and Ikirt-* 
ed the dale to Black down, where it joined 
the hill of St, Catherine's, and terminated 
the valley. 
• 

Gatcombe houfe from hence is a confpi- 
cuous objeft, and from thefe heights re- 
ceives a full difplay of its beauty and fitua- 
tion. From the hill we had a flight view of 
Mr, Roberts's feat. — ^There the vale broke 
away to Godfliill, and fwept, to the left, 
imder the park of Appuldurcombe, from 
whence it took its courfe to the fide of 
Queen Bower, where the valley of New- 
church commences, and both terminated at 
Sandown. 

The village of Arreton lay clofe under 
our right, and prefenting itielf in a bird's- 
eye view, was pleafanter to the fight from 
this point than any other we had yet 
obferved it in. Ci^offing the downs to the 
left, we viewed' the woody feenes of Ride 
and Woottoh bridge* 

Cowes 
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Cowes harbour is feen from this down to 
great advantage ; — every curve of the ftream 
is perfe6lly difcernible from it, and exhibits 
a greater variety than can be procured from 
any other fpot ;— the woods range down to 
it in perfe6l grandeur, and conceal all thofe 
littlenefles that fo often broke upon us whea 
feen from every other quarter* Alvington 
foreft bounded its oppofite fhore, and open- 
ed its fcenes towards the vale of ShaMeet^ 
where the fight was clofed. The road o£ 
Cowes, diminifhing to a pleafing avenue, 
prefented its veflels at anchor ;— while Lut- 
. trell's folly and Callhot caftle were perfect- 
ly vifible. 

The morning was grey, and clearer than 
the mornings generally are here. — A hazi- 
nefs frequently interrupts the fight ; but 
not that fort which at fun-rife fo finely 
exhibits the extravagance of Nature, and, 
difplaying every wanton freak upon the 
mountain's head, gives pleafure to the fight j 
and grandeur to the landfcape ; — it was of 
« more dewy fubftance, that juft flreaks the 

horizon. 
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liorizon, and at the leaft approacK c^ 
warmth difperfes. 

From Cowes the valley was richly lined 
with wood, and fo harmonized, that every 
gaiety we could poffibly have wifhed for 
was produced. Still the woods continued 
to difplay their grandeur, till an opening 
at Wootton bridge broke them.— We had 
a fine profpe6t of this little lurking fpot* 
of Nature, and viewed it in its gayeft veft. 
—It had been feen before by us towards^ 
the conclufion of a former day, but now 
it was poffeffed of all the diverfified eflfedls 
of a morning, which fcattered gladnefs over 
every fiu'rounding branch. 

. The water was at too great a diftance ttf 
produce more than variety ; but this it did 
in fuch profufion as had never before beert* 
exhibited to us. — A fteam, arifing from its 
furface, glided along the boimdaries of the 
adjacent woods, and, creeping up the op- 
pofite hills, feemed to glory in uniting all 
l^he fcenes in one point. 

The 



The houfes that bound Wootton bridge 
were now buried in the aerial fubftance 
which feemed to envelope every part with 
its fofteft bloom- — ^The trees ihone with 
diouble luftre, and prefented all the luxuri- 
ance that verdiu-e could difplay. 

The fea, in our diftance, was blended 
with the flcy ; and nothing appeared to be 
wanting to render the portraiture complete 
but the pencil of Mr. Morland^ whofe 
well-known knowledge in nature, compo- 
fition, drawing, and colouring, would have 
given, if poffible, a higher finilh than Na- 
ture herfelf had done. 

The glorious fource of light and heat 
now gradually began to break up from the 
eaft, and foon difpelled this refrelhing ef- 
fervefcence of Nature, — ^The vapours al- 
moft inftantaneoufly ceafed to glow, and 
retiring, introduced to the fight the re- 
maining woods that diffufe themfelves in 
this quarter^ 

We 
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We cauld net difcern any part of tlie^ 
Venerable >Valls of Quarr Abbey. — The 
village of Ride we could juft fee; but fo- 
fmall a part of it, that only a few houfes 
were vifible over the trees. The veffels 
that were paffing near its Ihores had their 
fliare in the fcenes, but not to that ex- 
treme we wifhed* Still the woods alter- 
nately cheered the dale, and threw frefh 
luftre on the fcene ; while on our left, at 
the foot of Afhey downs, they continued ta 
range entirely to Nunwell* 

To thofe who have no felifh for pic- 
turefque fcenes, thefe defcriptions may 
carry with them the appearance of too 
much warmthj and the views feem to be 
verbally pourtrayed in colours too glow- 
ing; but thofe who have a tafte for the 
fine arts, and are poffeffed of fo much 
judgment and fenfibility as to be charm- 
ed with the pi6lurefque beauties of Na- 
ture, will, undoubtedly forgive the feem- 
ing enthufiafm ; and accompanying us 
ftep by ftep, view in idea the fcenes we 

reprefent ; 
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teprefent; and find the fame romantic ar- 
dour and admiration excited in their minda 
by the defcription that we found excited ia 
ours foy the views. 
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SECTION XIX. 

PROCEEDING a little farther, we «# 
rived at Aftiey fea^-mark, a triangiilar 
pyramid, conftru6led of ftone, about twoi*- 
ty feet high, and defigned as a guide for 
Ihips failing from St. Helen's to Spithead. 
From this point of view we had a large 
fweep of the ifland. — Before us lay the har- 
bour of Brading, bounded by Bimbridge 
downs to the right, and by St. Helen's Ux 
the left. 

The fcenes from this part are grand be- 
yond defcription, and too dxtenfive for us 
to be able to defcribe their limits. — The, 
coaft of SuITex bounded the difiance. be£E^ . 
us, and appeared with every beauty that^9 
diftance can be admired for. 

We now paffed on to Bradii^ down^ 
and view^ from thence the fame foene^ we • 
had done frond Afhey fea-mark* After je- ,; 
enjoying that view, we fkirted the oppolite:/ 
brow of the downs. — Here the valley cS 
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l^uidown opmed in quite a different garb 
to what the woody Ibenes of Ride had juft ^ 
prefented to us. 

- The rows of hedges were formal, and too 
r^nlar to be pleafmg.-^The only grandeur 
was theoppofite downs of Bonchurch, which 
riiing at Dunnofe^ fwept away to thofeof St.' 
Bomface and Appuldurcombe park. — Thefe 
form noble back grounds, and when you 
approach nearer, admit of nice pieces being 
caught from them ; as many fore-grounds 
prefent plenty of wood and water va^ging 
oa the brow of their hills. 

We next came to the woods of KnightcMi, 
the forms of which are beautifully pi^lu-^ 
refi|ue.— Here the feat of Mr. Bi(fet broke 
oiiQ^r light. -^Few would imagine that fuch 
a charming fpot could be found in fo re-* 
dufe a dale, and receive any afliflance from 
the hand of Art. — ^Knighton houfe, though 
adt^ent, exhibits much taile and judgment 
in tt»cofi(faru6it(m :— notwithftanding it muft 
hBB9e ht&n^ often repaired, it feems not td 
hdw loft an iota of its original beauty.-^ 
F « In 
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In the front the ^windows are all latticed^ 
and retain their antique pillars of (lone for 
their prefent fupporters. 

' One part of the building is finely varie- 
gated by the ivy that binds its gable ends. 
Thefe gable ends are the only parts that 
appear difgufting ; — ^there are too many of 
them ; which of courfe rather hurts than 
heightens the eflfedl. 

; On each fide of the houfe there is a range 
of woods ; but a fufficient fpace is left be- 
tween them to prefent fome very beautiful 
profpe6ls. — On one fide the hill of St. Ca- 
therine's is feen ; on the other the downs 
of St. Boniface. — ^From the left-hand ^ide, 
going to the houfe, a few pieces of water 
make a very pleafing addition to the fore- 
ground, .and bring every thing into great 
harmony. 

Here the view breaks, and prefents the 
valley of Newchurch ;•*— the houfe forming 
the right-hand fcreen, — ^the woods the left, 
' — ^and water in the middle,— with fine 

broken 
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broken ground. The hills of Queen Bower 
terminate the firft dUlance ; — ^the downs of 
Bonchurch finifh the view ; but they rife 
from this fpot with a much greater degree 
of grandeur tjian from any point of view 
we had hitherto feen them in. 

The houfe {lands on an elevation confi-?' 
derably above the common level of the 
earth.— A wall fupports the grounds lying 
at its back ; and even a part of the garden 
is raifed by thefe means to a parallel with it. 

The woods to its left form a fweet re- 
cefe, and invite to a contemplation of the 
charms which every where prefent then^« 
fdlv^s. In fuch a fituation the mind is na* 
turally led to contemplate the enchanting 
fceoes which Nature has fpread ^ around ; 
and, infpired by the fight, 

«< Xp lopk through Nature up to Nature's God." 

Pope, 

In fuch a moment, how vain and unfa- 
ldsfa6lory do the moft brilliant fcenes of a 
^y and diflltpated life appear \ 

F 3 The 
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The trees are large and wdl grown, and 
liang in thofe careleGs attitudes that coilvey a 
fore pkafure to theeye. Fromfucha oom^ 
lunation of beauties this place muft yiel^ 
to veiy few in the ifland. Its b^g §0 con^ 
tiguous to Newport, and likewile at a coiw 
venient diftanoe from all the eaftem parts 
ef the ifland, makes it a- chofen fpot. The 
woods are faid to have been fiormerly flock- 
ed with a great number of pheafants^ 

Th^ infide of the houfe is roomy, and, 
like its outward appearance, favours of 
the antique. — A few pi6tures grace the 
rooms. 

Leaving this fequeftered vale, we pro« 
ceeded to the town of Newchurch, which 
is fituated about a mile from Knighton.*— 
In our way we met with nothing more than 
its valley to entertain us ; which is well wa- 
tered, and boafts as rich a foil as any in the . 

neighbourhood. 

•i . ♦ - ' 

The entrance to Newdiurch is up a hiiBi 
rather ile^ ; and without any ^tenfiims 

to 
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to thofe )>i6lardqne beauties we expe^^ 
isd to find there, The church i* old, but 
not interefting; nor is there any thing 
out of the common line in the appearance 
of the ihoufes, which are chiefly inhabited 
by lrade£taen and labourers. 

The view from the church-yard is the 
beft the place affords. — From thence the 
hills of Gatcombe appear to join thofe of 
AftiUfon, aftd, blending with Knighton, ter- 
Dikiate with Culver cliflfe. The valley was 
the moft interefting ; after which Knighton 
lldiife loi^med the next principal fubjedl ; 
ft^ both were clofed by Alhey down. 

From hence we pafled Queen Bower. On 
the top of its hill (lands a peafant's hut ;— 
but if fine profpe6ls and enchanting obje6ls 
give a pre-^eminence, this fpot is more befit- 
ting the manfion of a peer» The views from 
it are nearly the fame as thofe feen from the 
oppofite downs, 

Purfuing our way down the bower, we 

crolTed to Afp> where the greateft depth of 

F 4. the 
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the valley is plainly perceptible. From 
thence we pafled Cherry gardens, and 
turned to Landgard, the. principal houfe 
oS which is atprefent occupied by Mr, 
Smith, an opulent farmer. The q^k and* 
elm groves that furround this xnanfion ren-» 
der it a pleafant refidence^ Its views are 
raUier clpfe and contrai6led, but upon the 
wholi^ agreeably. 

From Landgard we pafled clofe under 
Shanklin downs, and crofled to WroxalU 
a fmall village near Appuldurcombe. T\w 
letter lying diredlly in our route, and having 
procured admiflkm tickets, we entered th«i 
park, and proceeded to it. 
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SECTION XX. 

APPULDURCOMBE park, the feat of 
Sir Richard WorHey, is fituftted in a 
v«iley, , which takes one of the^moft exten*^ 
five courfes, and might be coofid^ed as one 
(rf the principal dales, in the ifland. Our 
riders may remember the mention we 
made of this houfe when, in our circuit 
round the ifland, we took a view of it from 
the downs of Yaverland and St. Helen's. 
We then could not fo well judge of its fi- 
tuation; but we were now convinced that 
it was pleafant. The harbour of Brading 
broke in between the downs of Yaverland 
and Brading, and prefented the coaH oi^ 
. Suflex to bind the diilance. 

Thofe fences and hedge rows which had 
difgufted our eye when we looked down 
upon them from Afhey downs, now viewed 
from the houfe, dropped into the focus of 
each other, and rather refembled a wood 
than what they really wera Taken alto- 
gether, . the Situation of Appuldurcombe 

houfe 
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houfe is pleafant, but not poflefled of ^t 
grandeur i;vhieh rd^ta iram the rud^ 
boldneis of Nature. 

Thos manHon, whidi is beilt of firedh)n«» 
IS krge afitd baMitiful.«~Tlm« tire foitt^ 1»* 
gular fronts to it, of the Coritithkui^ or4tt^» 
the principal of which is adorned with two 
wingSy and has a lawn hefote it. The dP<^ 
fio^ all lie at the bade of the houfe, w)Mi« 
ftrangers who cotne to view it ufuaKy enKSt". 

The firft room we were u[(hered into, sdRisr 
jpafling thefervaAts' halU utafs the gretithdl^ 
a moft fuperb and elegit apartment, eM^ 
bellifhed with the. choic^ prpduflions of 
the arts. 

Some beautiful pidl^ures adorn the waHSj, 
particularly the fubje6t of the Salutation, 
by Fran. B»brereus, oppofite the door ; the 
drawing of which is cha(te and fpirited; 
the colouring dark, but with a fine effedt.*^ 
Over the fire-place, on the left hand, is the 
Gonfecration of a Bilhop ;— the fuliye^ not 
interefting, but highly fi»iftwd. Thefe|»(^ 

tures. 
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tores, we «nderftood» were ptirehafed bySiil^ 
Riphard Worfiey, when lately db^road. 

A portrait by Vandyke, is alfo in the bed 
fiile; as are a Vii^int and Clnild* and feveral 
others, by Hdbein, Sir Peter Letf , Carrae- 
du, &«. all in the fiirft maimer. 

The buds likewife difplay judgment in 
tbeor fide6tion.*^That of the BUver liHe is 
_m elegant pieee of fadptiire j<^the fym^ 
metry ci the Srabs is graceful, and the whokt 
finely pr^iertioned.'->*Thie fixteen Cupids 
;u^ dciieaitely tiouched, and e^piaUy weU 
grouped^ 

Several antique ^ g^^ce the pedeftals; 
anm^ which die Genius of Hercules, the 
Ac^e$« and the Butt> are Hovae of the beft. 

. The roof is fii^>ort&d by eig^t beautifiiil 
pmars of the Ionic order, r^^tnblii^ Per- 
phyrjf highly ornanented» 

•FFonr henoe our guide condudUd us to 
Ihf dining-parlour.—- H^re we were grati- 
fied 
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fied widi a fight of fome of the fined piiH 
tures ever produced by the pencil of Zuo 
carelli. — At the extremities of the room^ 
hung two of the largeft I ever few by diis 
great mafter ; and, if I may prefume to iay 
fo> I think them the bed.-— In my htimble 
opinion, thofe at Windfor and Hampton 
Court, from recoUeftion, are not fuperior. 

That on the right hand as you enter the 
room, has every requifite to render a pi6lure 
complete ;— the compofition is grand and 
elevated ;-~tbe figures in the fore-ground 
are fpirited ; and at the fame time there is 
a peculiar foftnefs in the countenance of 
both the women which ftamps an everr 
lading credit on that knowledge of the 
paffions this mafter was known to po(fe&^ 
^— The only difparity was in the cattkb 
which were rather out of proportion, by 
being too long in the back. The binldf- 
ings are in the ftile of Pouffin, and happtty 
managed ; — ^the back-grounds are pofleflfed 
of all the fire and colouring that can fet 
off a pi6ture. Upon the whole, this claims 
^ the 
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tlie fuperiority over every other piece in the 
room. 

* Its companion is nearly on the feme 
fubje6l, and beautiful in the extreme.*— 
The Kght and (hadow in this piece, give 
the fpeftator a thorough knowledge of the 
pitch to which painting can be carried.—* 
The others by this mafter likewife chum 
attention. 

Two by Berghem alfo grace the room.— 
it is needlefs to make any comment cm the 
pwformances of this wdl-khown mafter* 
accept juft faying that they are in his beft 
ftile.^ — I am forry to be obliged to add, 
that they are fo very highly varnifhed, that 
in a few years there is a probability of their 
being entirely obliterated. — ^Indeed too many 
in this colle6lipn have undergone that de- 
ftr»6tive procefs, to the great difappoint- 
ment of Time, who would otherwife have 
handed them down with pkafure to pof^ 
tarity. 

We were now conducted to the drawing- 
room. 
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robnif wluch is ^ea&otly fituated^ m^ 
the furniture extremely beautiful. Re*^ 
tiurning from this room, we entered the 
librsry, where nothing befides ft iigure on' 
tl^. ceiling attracted our particular attend 
tiim. — ^This dairaed our wwmeft praiie 
<^The fubjedt is an angel in the attitude 
of flying. — The cx)louring is beautiful; 
the drawing ftill more fo.<^One of the 
legs, which was forelhortened, appeared to 
be the touch of Cipriani ; and indeed the 
whole of the figure led m to fuppofe tiiat 
it was the production . of tlmt artift. — Bat 
as it was placed fo high, we could not take 
upon us to pronounce to a certainty its 
nuifier. 

We next pallfed into an interior librsryv ' 
where frelh beauties attradted mir noticsj^ 
A Sun^fet, on one of the higheft panneli' 
near the door, was the firft objedi: that 
caught our eyes.-~It was a piece of fiid» 
merit, that we could have viewed it ft* 
an hour, without finding the leaft abate-r 
ment in our pleafure «uid admiration.— The 
fubje^t was a Ssa-port, executtd m thenioft 

- finiihed 
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but free from glare j^-^d fo foftly Weiideci 
ym» t\» whple, (h^t a completer copy of 
Nat^ure was never feea— The vefl^ in the 
^U^in^ is haodled with peculiar judgment, 
9iid «i(empUfies the nice oonoeptbn of tho 

A whole length of Sir Richard Worfley, 
in feis rfl^itt^tals, by Sir Joftiua Reynolds, 
Imptga m one oomer ; and a pi6ture by Bar- 
rett, of t^ w©n4er&l fpot, Steephill, like- 
4vife.,g^Qe8 ^e rpoio ; together ^jth a few 

The little drefling-room contains a fet of 
Italian yiemt in water cokmrs ; among 
wbk^ i» an Eruption of Mount Vefuviiu, 
Thuf^ '» aifo-A ms9 of ^ Egyptian Pyimn 
mifk J with i«v^ 4ifl%r^nt views of Athens ; 
all injlhe higbe^ft ftink of t;h« art-^Thefe W9 
hi^f!fnie iawA were what Sk Richard had 
latisly brought ov^. 

Ti» ^gim^f90m hm^ f^ of feveral 
MutSia piafK«i.>-On? b^ R«h^«» qv^ 

' . the 
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the dt>ot, is in his firft ftile of colouniig>-^ 
the half tints are foft and harmonious^ and 
fliow the excellency of his pencil ;— 4:he 
fubje6l, Nyitiphs bathing. A large pi6ture 
of Boors quarrelling, in an excellent ftile. 
One by Palamedes, of a Merry Makings 
which is placed under the for^oing> has 
^fo a claim to merit. 

A Stoning of St. Stephen, with a Jofeph 
and our Saviour, are pictures in a capital 
ftile. There are two good pieces by Gerrard 
DoW ;— the firft his ufual fubje6t, a Wcman 
looking out of a window ; the other, his 
Mother at work. A fmall piece by Van 
Helmont, of Boors regaling, is in the beft 
ftile of that matter. The ConfumptiveBpy 
has merit ;^-4)ut, as well as confumpUvCj the 
artift furely intended him for a langmftn 
it^ one, — ^Hinting our doubt on this head, 
we were informed by our guide, that the 
former was meant to be exprefted by the 
artift. 

Paffions, or corporeal afFe6lidns, of a fimi- 
lar tendency, from the fimilarity of their 

repre- 
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ffeprdieiitfttibti^ iboietitnefi caufe a doubt 
of the painter's intentions^ efpeciall j where 
IK> diiiingaifhing traits are to be met with ; 
lo the appearance of a confumptive perCbn^ 
and one languiftiing from extreme fenfibi- 
laAyi^rAight be Riifiak«n by the fpediatcr ; 
mtxd he niiaj be led to doubts as we didj of 
the painter's defign. 

R^lirning to the veftibule, we there alfa 
oUfeirved feveral pi6tnres of the iirft rank* 
Among them was one of Liberality, by Sir 
Jofhua. What I have already faid on a 
fotmer Qccafian of the merit of this iirft of 
living aFtiffca, renders it unneceflary for me 
to fay much of this piece. I caniwt for- 
bear, however, obferving that the counte- 
tiance of the female figure, reprefenting Li- 
beratityi is ftich as his brilliant imagination 
uiudlly forms. — ^Every beauty fhines alike 
^rifpicuous ; and hdrd it is to know which 
is tht lovelieft feature in her face ; — each is 
fo charming, that it bids defiance to the 
critic ; — and the tout en-femble is fuch as will 
be modern at any future date. — ^The hair, 
loofdly dtfheyeHed, flows partly over the 

Vol. It G flioulders. 
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Ihoulders, and adds beauty to thole charms 
that Sir Jolhua is fo peculiarly happy in, 
when he is painting a female from his own 
imagination. 

The pi6lure of Daniel in the lion's den, 
after the original in the poflefldon of his 
Grace of Hamilton, is here ; but it hangs 
almoft beyond the fight of an indifferent 
eye. — ^The original is accounted 6ne of Ru- 
bens' mafterpieces.— Several prints have 
been engraved from it. 

A pi6lure of young Mafter Worfley, hy 
Mr. Cofway, is over the door.— Time feems 
to have mellowed the colouring, and to 
have brought it to the higheft perfe6lion« 

A Dog and dead Fox, by Mr. Elmer, if 
painted with all the nature the pencil of 
that gentleman poffeffes. Several other 
pieces of great merit alfo adorn the walls.— 
A fine ftatue of Apollo Belvidere Hands on 
the ftaircafe. 

With thefe remarks fhall we take leave 

of 



( 83 ) 

of the iniide of the houfe, as recent orders 
from its owner forbid the admiffion of 
ihangers up ftairs ; which we could not 
help lamenting, as we were informed that 
it contains fixty rooms, and that the walls 
of mod of them are decorated with pi6tures« 
But if thofe in the rooms above are as much 
obfcured by dirt and varnifh as the prind- 
pal part of thofe we faw below were, we 
may venture to pronounce it to be through- 
out the colle6tion of a perfe6t connoiflfeur. 

1 have known many gentlemen purchafe 
act an extravagant price, pi6iures that have 
been fcarcdy vifible ; as if merit confided in 
obfcurity.— In particular, I once faw a con- 
liderable fmn given for a piece by Rubens, 
which was totally devoid of colouring oi^ 
defign, (as many even of that great mafter's 
have been, though thefe branches of the art 
were his forte), while others of far fuperior 
m^it, by a modern artift, attra6led fcarcely 
a look.-rWith little lefs prejudice in favour 
of obfcured antiquity do a great part of this 
coHeftion feem to have been chofen. 

G s The 
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T The fureft way for ftrangers to obtain a 
%ht of tlie infide of this manfion, is by an 
application to the prefent poflfeffor of the 
Bugle inn,, at Newport ; where, befides pro- 
curing the means for. partaking of fo defira- 
tie an entertainment, they will find the OQin-» 
$orts. a^nd conveniences of a hornet, though 
at an inn. 

Levying the houfe, we now paflGad through 
the lodge and the park, towards GodftulL— « 
The entrance into the park is by a handfome 
gateway q£ the Ionic cwxler.. An obdlijfk of 
Cornifli granite, of a confiderabfe height* 
ftands in the park, which was erected to 
the memory of Sir Robert Worflqr, One 
of the views from tliye houfe is direfted to» 
aa artificial caftle^ placed on a rocky cliff, 
about half a mile from thepark^^vhich isgei 
neraity known by the name of Cook's C^ftkw 
The lodge is a neat plain bnilding.-^The 
keepw"5 houfe fla^ds oa the left, at the ft»t 
of a iinaJI copfe. 

A great deficiency of wood appears^ 
through the whole park, — Several fmall 

clumps 
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clumps of regularly planted trees ftraggle 
in many parts, and afford but little grati- 
fication to the fight. And I cannot help 
here remarking, that in the appearance of 
this manfion and its environs, there' is fuch 
an unaccountable want of that combina- 
tion of obje6ls, to which our Gallic neigh- 
bours give the happy term oi je neffoiqm, 
that not all the art imaginable could raife it, 
fumptuous as it is, to infpire that pleafur- 
able feeling, which the plain and humble 
roof of Steephill cottage impreifes on the 
mind at fir ft fight. 

The termination of the park breaks ra- 
ther abruptly, and lets in the hill of St. 
Catherine's on the left, and on the right 
thpfe of Cheverton and Brixton. 

At Appuldurcombe there was formerly a 
cell of Benedi6line monks, founded by Ifa- 
bella de Fortibus, about the end of the 
reign of king Henry the Third. This cell 
was made fubordinate to the abbey of St. 
Mary deMontifburgh, in Normandy, but was 
diflblved, with the reft of the alien priories, 
G 3 by 
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by king Henry the Fifth. Previous to ife 
diflbhition it had been given by Henry the 
Fourth to a convent of nuns,, at that time 
(landing without Aldgate, London. 

Having palled the prak farm, we arrived 
at the outer gate of the park, leading to 
Godlhill, to which place we proceed^« 
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SECTION XXL 

THE town of Godftiill is very neat, 
though finally and contains a propor- 
tionable number of inhabitants. — Its church 
{lands upon an afcent» and gives name both 
to the place and the parilh ; and, as the 
people here fay, through a circumftance 
equally as fabulous as the rifmg of Shanklin 
down. 

The architedlure is partly Gothic, but, 
through the ufual mode of modern beauti- 
fication, thie whole is not to be diftinguifhi- 
ed. However, when we viewed it, two of 
its gable ends had juft fallen in, which 
broke the formal appearance of its extre- 
mity, and introduced a beautiful fpecimen 
of its ancient fplendour. The ivy had 
twitted off many of its difagreeable angles, 
and added beauty to its Gothic appearance. 
Its prefent (battered ftate might have arifen 
jfrom its having been ftruck by lightning in 
the year 1778, when great damage was 
done to it. This church was anciently 
G 4 appro- 
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appropriated to the abbey of Lyra, in Ncnr- 
mandy. 

Upon our entering the porch we obferv-^ 
ed abflradbs from feveral a6b dF parliament 
fixed againft the door/ and among them 
one that excited both our curiofity and ri- 
fibility ;— it was from an a6t made in the 
feventh of James the Firft, which ena6h,^ 
that every female who unfortunately in- 
trudes on the parifti a fecond illegitimate 
child, fhall be liable to iraprifonment and 
hard labour in Bridewell for fix months. 

Now as the number of females on this 
ifland much exceeds that of the males; and 
as, from the mild temperature of the di- 
mate, circumftances frequently arife among 
the lower ranks that render the intention 
of this acl of no effe6l ; we could not help 
thinking this public exhibition of the ab- 
ftra6l as rather a rigorous exertion of Juf- 
tice. 

We found it was not very unufual here 
for the young men, from the deficiency of 

numbers 
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nijinl)ers juft fpoken of, to pay their devoirs 
to more than one young woman at a time ; 
and as it is not poffible for him legally to 
unite himfelf to all of them, he generally 
beftows his hand on her who had firft pre- 
iented him with a pledge of their love,— 
This, however, is feldom done till the^ap*- 
proach of a fecond pledge from the fame 
perfon renders fuch an a6l of compaflion 
needful, in order to avoid the confequences 
of the tremendous anathema fixed on the 
church door. 

Leaving Godfliill, we pafled the valley 
to Shorwell, which is but a fmall fpot, 
Northcburt was the next place we made for. 
—Here — ^ Bull, Efq. has a feat, which is 
pleafantly fituated, and commands extenfive 
views. 

Finding ourfelves nearly in a part that 
we had vifited before, during our tour 
round the coaft, and confequently where 
no freih information was to be obtained, 
we turned oiu* horfes, and purfued our 

route 
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route up Chillerton-ftreet ; from wh^tce 
we Ikirted the oppofite fide of the vale of 
Gatgombe. 

Here every luxuriance that could be wifli- 
cd for, ftrewed the valley. The fpring which 
rifes at the bottom of St. Catherine's, bend* 
ing its courfe down the dale, relieved the 
ccMitinued groups of wood lying in its cir- 
cle. This ftreaui, which is faid to be the 
fource of the river Medina, has the honour 
of being called by that name long before 
It can make any pretenfions to the denomi- 
i^ation of ariver. 

Chillerton down now frequently bound- 
ed our left-hand view ;— the oppofite valley 
that led to Sandown, which has been twice 
defcribed, was hidden for a confiderable 
diftance ;-— frequent interpofitions of land- 
fcape, however, made amends for the want 
of it--«From a little rifing ground a beau-- 
tiful difplay of the utmoft variegation fome- 
times, Ihone forth till we arrived ^t Shegit* 

On the top of a pleafant ruflicated hill 

(lands 
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ftands a fmall homely vUIage of this naine^ 
ivhere, at a farm-houfe on the right hand, 
oppofite to a fmith's (hop, we met with 
another inftance of the kindnefs and hof«- 
pitality of the people of this ifland ; who, I 
mud here again repeat, are not outdone in 
the exerpife of thefe virtues by the moft 
hofpitable and civil of th^ inhabitants of any 
other part of Great Britain. — I may truly 
fay, in the words of a writer well known 
for his knowledge of men and manners, that 
at moft of the farm-houfes in this ifland^ 

*' Ev*ry (banger finds a ready cliain'* 

We have only to add, relative to Sheat, that 
its vicinity is furrounded by fmall woods, 
which pleafingly amufe the eye. 

Defcending a ilope of about half a mile, 
we arrived at Gatcombe houfe, formerly 
the feat of Edward Meux Worfley, Efq. 
but now the fummer refidence of captain 
Ratray. This manfion is flieltered at its 
back by a plantation of pines, and h^s an 
agreeable profpedl. — It is chiefly conftrudt-^ 

ed 
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cd of brick, without any external ornaments ; 
but there is a great degree of neatnefe and 
iimplicity in the appearance of it. 

The infide is very roomy, but has neither 
pi6ture, nor any thing extraordinary in its 
furniture, to attraft particular notice.— 
However, though it has not to boaft of its 
former fplendour, the affability and genteel 
behaviour of the amiable females refident 
in it, the benign influence of which is not 
confined to the vicinity of Gatconibe, ftiU 
ranks it among the moft celebrated man* 
fions of the ifland. 

, A fine kwn fpreads its verdant turf be*- 
fore the houfe, and extends to the road.-^ 
On its fide front a profpe6l Hill more charm- 
ing is feen. — A beautiful jpiece of water lies 
in the bottom ; and it is agreeably planted 
with trees. 

The oppofite downs of Arreton range 
delightfully to the valley of Newchurch, 
and finely interpofe between the town of 

New- 
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Newport and the downs of Appuldorccnnbei 
—The valley receives no little degree of 
kiftre when viewed from Gatcombe.— Thq 
hill that overfhadbws Shide mill is very fine, 
and produces every thing requifite for a firft 
diftance.— Alvington foreft forms the fecond ; 
with an agreeable break of the river Medina 
between it and Olborne woods. 

The river from hence had a fingular efFe6l ; 
-—while a heavy cloud hung over Alvington 
foreft, the water received the full force of 
the intervening light, and the diftance ta*- 
minated in a glowing blue, or rather a mix- 
ture of colours. 

Leaving Gatcombe, we proceeded to 
Whitcomb, through a hedge row, which 
bounded the road on both fides, and pafled 
on till we came within fight of Newport.— 
Here a different fcene prefented itfelf, and 
gave us a jufter idea of the foreft than we 
hadas yet imbibed. 

From Newport, a valley ran along the 
bottom of Cariftirook hills for about three 

miles. 
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mii^y wherfe it joined thofe of ShaUieet^ and 
doted the view at Newtown. Before us, 
both Eaft and Weft Cowes were perfeftly 
vifible ; while Stokes bay and Spithead pre- 
fented many a fwelling fail ;-*-the harbour 
of Portfmouth and Portfdown hill clofing 
the right4 
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SECTION XXII. 

TURNING to our left, we now proceed- 
ed towards Carifbrook Caftle, a place 
rendered famous by the confinement of king 
Charles the Firft. — ^That unfortunate mo- 
narch, after being betrayed by Hammond, the 
governor of the ifland, became his prifoner, 
and was confined in this caftle. — But as fir 
Bichard Worfley, in his Hiftory of the Ifle 
of Wight, has fo fully treated of this fubjedl, 
and that from fuch excellent and indubita- 
ble authorities, little remains for me to lay 
of the hiftorical part. 

On an elevated piece of ground ftands 
this once impregnable fortrefs. — Nature has 
contributed very confiderably toward its 
ftrength, as it is fituated in fuch a manner as 
to command every point beneath it.— The 
drcumference of the ditch, by which it is 
furrounded, is about three-quarters of a 
mile, and fufficiently wide to prote6l it from 
any attacks that an enemy, at the time it was 
crefted, could make upon it. Though now 

dry 
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dry, it was undoubtedly fupplied In former 
times with water* 

The citadel appears to be the moft andent 
part of any in the building. — ^The time it 
was founded being a matter of difpute^ the 
following conje(51ures relative to it may not 
appear ill foimded* 

It is well known that the Romans were in 
poffeffion of this ifland ; and that after th^n 
Cerdic, king of the Weft Saxons, ruled over 
it ;— now as both thofe people conftru^ed 
fortifications wherever tliey fixed themfdLves» 
it is more than probable that this fortrefe, 
the principal one in the ifland, and of im- 
dottbted antiquity, was originally eredted, 
(I mean the moft ancient part of it) by the 
former, and improved by the latter. . And 
if it be admitted that the well in the Caftle 
yard is a woili of the Romans, which it 
imdoubtedly is, as they always made a point 
of .procuring water though at ever fo great 
a depth, which neither the Saxons nor Nor- 
mans were fo particular about, this puts it 
out of difpute that they hadeflabliflied a 

place 
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j^ce of defence of fome kind or other on 
this fpot. 

Little mention is made of it during 
their time, but in the reign of Cerdic it is 
faid to have been of confiderable ftrength, 
and in a good ftate of defence. Some are 
of opinion that it was originally built by 
Whitager, one of Cerdic's generals, from 

• whom it took the name of Whitgaraburgh, 

. .'^vmhich was afterwards contradled to Carif- 

Jbrook; but he might only have enlarged 

ilbf repmred the Roman rampire, and, as was 

-igfinftomary with the Saxons^ given a new 

^!smme to it. 

; -iTrThe prefent ftru6ture was built as an im- 
/%i^ to the old fortrefs, by William 

/IRtz-Olborne, one of the principal com- 
jnumders m the Norman invafion, and on 
whom William the Conqueror, as a reward 
for his zeal and fidelity, beftowed the lord- 
(hip of the Ifle of Wight, and created earl 
of Hereford. This nobleman likewife found-^ 
cd the priory here. 

Vol. II. H The 
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The callle and its appendages, from tliat 
period, became the property of different 
pofleflbrs, till it came into the hands of lord 
Woodville, who fold it to king Edward the 
Fourth ; fince which time it has been affixed 
to the crown. The arms of that nobleman 
are carved in ftone over the large gateway, 
and on each fide are the rofes of the houfe 
of York. 

In the yard of the caftle is the well before 
referred to, the depth of which is faid to be 
three hundred feet ; and it has always tw«ity 
feet of water in it. The perfons who fhow 
the caftle, generally let do wn a piece of ligho 
ed paper into the well, in order to exhibit . 
to ftrangers a Angular eflfe61: that attends it ; 
a Dream of air ruihes down into it from the 
mouth, with fuch violence, as to extinguifti 
the flame long before it reaches the bottom. 

Another circumftance, not left extraordi*^ 
nary, likewife attends it'; a pin of a com«- 
mon fize being dropped into it, the found it 
caufes by falling on the water, though at §o 
vaft a depth, may be diftin6tly heard. 

The 
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The water is drawn up by an aft ; who 
has performed this duty upwards of fourteen 
years. And the animal that preceded the 
prefent, officiated in the fame employment 
(fi^c which purpofe alone he was kept) dur- 
ing a mudi longer period ; having lived forty 
years within the caftle walls. The method 
ufed in drawing the water is by a wheel 
of fifteen feet diameter, in which the afe 
turns as a dog does a fpit. 

The mention of thefe creatures leads md 
todigrefs for a moment on the longevity both 
(^ the brutal and the human fpecies, refi^. 
domt on this ifl^d* So kindly is the tern- 
pm^ture of the air> that bea{ls as well as 
men, frequently live here to a great age* 
The number of each at prefent exifting, who 
Iwve exceeded the ordinary limits of life» is 
vtsy oonfideraUe. 

Among the former are fevaral horfes be- 
longing to forhe of the inhabitants^ of New- 
port, which, if the affertions of their matters 
may be depended on, are turned of thirty 
years of age. And fcarcely any of thefe kind 

H » of 
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of animals but what retain their ftrength 
and ufefiilnefs from twelve to twenty years. 
Thofe ufed here are in general a fmall breeds 
named forefters, natives of the ifland, 
which, on account of the rough and ftony • 
roads, are found more ufeful than a larger 
fort would be. 

This caftle having fallen greatly to decay 
from the conftant ravages of Time, A^as re- 
paired, and the works enlarged, by queen 
Elizabeth. That princefs erefted a platform 
towards the back part of it, on which fome 
cannon were mounted. She likewife rie- 
built the gateway, and added a bridge at the 
entrance. On the arch of the gateway, up-* 
on a plate of brafs, are the initials of that 
queen^s name, E. R. and the date 1598; the 
year when thefe additions and alterations 
were completed.— But this plate is now fa 
over-grown with ivy, that not the fmalleft 
part of the infoription is to be feen* 

During the ufurpation of £!romwell it was 
garrifoned by his forces; and he placed pe- 
culiar confidence in thofe who were flationed 

there; 



p 



».,-^ 1 vVs.A I 



j^^lOtK, tEKOX AND 
YXX-iJaW FOUNDATIONS 



{ loi ) 

there; as may be learned from many cir- 
Gumftances attending the imprifonment of 
king Charles. ^ 

In order to enter the caftle by the princi- 
pal road» you pafs through the great gate, 
whidi is flanked by two large round towers. 
This gate and the towers are thofe mention- 
ed to have been built by lord Woodville, in 
the reign of Edward the Fourth. The lat-* 
tice wicket, though it has been fo many 
years in ufe, is not in the fmalleft degree in- 
jured by Time. Both the infide and out- 
lide of it are lined with iron bars, and they 
muft be feveral tons weight. 

Having pafled this gate, you enter the 
caftle yard ; where on the right hand ftands 
the chapel. From the date over the door, 
this building was eredled in the year 1738 ; 
and it ftands on the fcite of one which was 
in exiftence before the conqueft. It is dedi^ 
cated to St. Nicholas, and has a cenietary 
belonging to it; but neither are at prefent 
jtnade ufe of. 

H 3 ^ On 
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On the oppofite fide, a part of the waSs 
lie in ruins, and more is daily falling to de- 
cay .—Near thefe they fhow you. the window 
at which king Charles is faid to have at- 
tempted his efcape. As you proceed, on the 
feme fide, is a large modern-built ftone houfe, 
which was defigned for the refidence of the 
governor ; but it has been converted to a 
hofpital for the military. — ^The prefent go- 
vernor, colonel Lee, we however heard, in- 
tends in future to make it his fummer refi-i 
dence. — A little farther to the right is the 
well before defcribed ; beyond which are the 
remains of another old houfe wherein cattle 
have been kept.. 

' To the left, in a corner, is a flight of fteps 
that lead to the top of the citadel.— The 
profpe6ls fi^om hence are very exterrfive ; but 
as the fame fcenes have been already defcrib* , 
ed, a repetition of them will be unneceflary* 
In the infide of this recefs are the veftiges of 
a well, which is faid to have been forty fa- 
thoms deep ; but it is now nearly filled upy 
The citadel (or, as it was anciently called, 
the keep) is fituated upon a piece of ground 
' ( con- 
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confiddrably higher than any othCT part ; an 
elevation apparently artificial, and moft pro- 
bably a work of the indefatigable Romans. 

We next afcended the ramparts and plat- 
form which had been ereiSled during the 
reign of queen Elizabeth, — -An entirely new 
fcene lies in the valley below thefe. Though 
it is but fraall, a very pleafing variety dif- 
plays itfelf in the bottom ; and the fame is 
continued round the whole of the remaining 
walls of the caftle, except where time, or 
the wantof ijiaterials, have levelled a few of 
their fupporters. 

The outward appearance of the caftle is 
very pi^lurefque, and affords many pleafing 
views.— The ground on which the walls 
ftftnds is .finely broken, and well verdured. 

The he^ht of the caftle from the valley is 
at leaft three hundred feet ; which gives it 
^very advantage that any fpot on this fide 
the range of mountains extending to Yar- 
mouth and Frefhwater could poflefs, both as 
a place of defence againft the Weapons an- 
il 4 qiently 
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ciently ufed^ and at this time as af&rding a 
grand and agreeable fight. 

Several advantageous views may be had 
of it from different parts of the village of 
Carifbrook ; and^ indeed^ for ocular fatis« 
faction, thfe views from thence are the moft 
admired. — ^When feen from almoft every 
fpot around, it affords a fund ^f delight t6 
the traveller whofe mind is fufceptible of the 
tranfports whidb pidturefquefcenes exdte;— 
efpecially to thofe who love to contemplate 
the fretted Gothic arch ; — ^the nodding bat- 
tlements ;— or the ruined tower; — all which 
tend to recall to his memory the andent 
flate and fplendour of the Englifh bar(Mis« 

Having again pafled round the boundaries 
of this (lately relique of the fertrefTes of for- 
mer times, we defcended to the village of 
Carifbrook, — ^which, independent of its de- 
lightful fituation, is by far the pleaiantefl: 
village, in the vicinity of Newport. — Amur- 
muring ftream, bubbling ov6r the pebbles 
that obibii6t its courfe^ becomes a pleafing 
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6bje6l for its fore-ground, and adds to the 
brauties of the place* . 

To which the church likewife affords np 
mean affiftance; it being the moft pi6hir- 
efque in the ifland. — That which cornea 
neareft to it is the church of Chale; — ^the 
fetter, however, is not quite fo large, nor the 
appearance of it fo much in the Gothic flile# 
—The tower is of confiderable height, and 
it has feveral fpires, or, more properly, archi- 
tedlural ornaments, that greatly embellilh it* 
—-The large window is much fuperior to 
any of thofe in the other churches of the 
ifland. In (hort, a fine fymmetry runs 
through the whole building, and procures 
for it that preference it fo juftly claims* 

The houfes and cottages in the village are 
likewife very pidturefque, and not only har- 
monioufly pleafing to the fight, but furnifh 
a fulgefSt not unworthy of the pencil. 

The priory, which is fituated near the 
churchy was formerly a convent of black 
monks. It was at firfl: a cell to the abbey 

of 
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of Lyra in Normandy; — afterwards to tlMt 
of Montgrace in Yorklhire;— and at laft to 
the Ciftercians at Sheen. 

This, with the caftle ar»d the church, are 
the whole of the relics of antiquity here ;— 
but it now wants all thofe additional parts 
of which it was once compofed, to render it 
worthy of notice. — ^The walls are fo incon- 
jiderable, and the whole of the remains fa 
meanly fbrnial> that a view of it does not in- 
fpire an idea of what it formerly muft have 
been.-^The wall on the weft fide contributes 
to form a hovel for carts, and is thatched 
over.— ^The other parts are covered with 
ivy 9 and mof&) without one pl^lt^g oi^e&i 
around it^ 
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SECTION XXIIt 

DEPARTING ftx)m hence, we entered 
the road to Yarmouth, intending to 
Ikirt all the ridge of hil!s which we hpd 
feen, and have already defcribed, during our 
prior route from Newtown and Shallleet to 
that feaport. 

The-road, after leaving Carifbrooki is cat 
on the fide of a chalky hill for near a inile; 
and commands the beautiful vale of Park- 
hurft, the whole of the way from Park gresn 
till the eye reaches Shalfleet lake, where 
the woods of the New Foreft range in the 
diftance, and clofe the view of the interven- 
ing part of the Solent. — To our left hand 
the ridge of mountains cQmmenced, which 
(hoot away towards AUum Bay on one fide, 
ftnd to Afton on the other. 

The next fpot we came to of note was 
Park crofs;-^a moft luxurious fcene, and 
pofleflfed of every requifite to make it an in- 
eftimable piiSure. The fore-ground was 

bounded 
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bounded by a few noble oaks^ and a piece 
of water, relieved by tbedowns of Boucombe. 
The valley was clothed with every tint that 
the declining fun could difiufe among its 
vegetations; nor was there in any part 
throughout the whole a want of water* 

The foene at once delighted and amufed 
118 ; as it confifted of wild Nature fcatterii^ 
beauties over the richeft profufion of land- 
£»pe that could encounter the iight« 

On our right, the downs rofe with fplenr 
dour, and gave a noblenefs to all that W9S 
fpread beneath them ; while the vallies, fmil- 
ing, as if in gratitude for the bounties which 
Nature had ftrewed with fo unfparing a hand 
Cfver their furface, contributed their utmoft 
aid to c;omplete the voluptuous fcene* 

For luxuriance, this little fpot claims a 
fuperioi:;ity over many of the other vales in 
the ifland, beautiful and pi6turefque as mod 
of them are. The floping banks that form 
its bounds are fweotly variegated with all 
that can pl^e the imagination ;— the cheer- 
ing 
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ing beams of the fun, though dedining^ 
(hone vrith unwonted luftre ;r-the timor«» 
ous herd, fcattered und^neath the noblo 
oaks, difplayed their fpotted vefts iirom 
etnidll the (heltering thickets ;•— while carei^ 
fully ere6i:,.the more fearful does, attended 
by their frightened iawns, flood liflening to 
a few noify village curs that yelped from an 
adjac^t farm :— a combination of icenest 
warm from the hand of Nature, all tending 
to imprefs tl^e mind with thofe exquifite 
fenfations which are only excited by fudi 
calm and tranquil fcenes. — ^Scenes, that while 
they defight the eye, arid elevate the iniagi^ 
nation, amend the heart, and difpofe it to 
the exertion of every amiable propebfity. 
For my own part, fuch fcenes afl^d me 
greater fatisfa6tion for the inftant, than it 
would be in the power of unboundied empin 
to be(bw. 

Such were the pleafures we received from 
a contemplation of the vale of Alvington. 
With regret we left thefe lovely fcenes to 
defcend to views which will not bear a conn 
parifon with the foregoing.*- The hiils.to 

oar 



( 1^« ) 

cmr left hung flothiully over ua, fis if In^^ ' 
farent whether or iiot they appeal^ agtei^ 
able in. our eyes .-^ A diftorted elm, in a fal^. 
ling poTition , bent its branches to the ground^ 
and leemed confcious of a miferable eXi^ 
iftence; — awhile the very flints and diaUc 
that compofed the fubftance of the ground^ 
greatly added to the inequality that was to 
viiible between them and the valley over 
which they nodded. At length the w31ow 
woods of Swanfton in fome meaftire cheered 
the fcene. 

On an exteniive riling plain fiands Swan^ 
(h>n<-houfe, the feat of fir Fitz<-Wflliam Bar^ 
ringtbn.-^The raanfion is plain» butpleaf^ 
ing to the view, and is feen to the heft ad<r 
vantage on the road from Newtown leading, 
to Yarmouth. On the right it is encom- 
pafled by a tra6l of woody land,. and at its 
back are the downs of Boucombe, and its 
own coppices. 

The infide of the houfe is very antique, 
but remarkably neat-^The ftaircalbs and 
walk are cbidly wainfcott^ with a wood 

which 
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whtth ^m took to be oak or waliiuti and 
wcme remsrhahlj ihining. 

From the drawing room there is a fine 
view over, the furrounding country. W« 
fouild this apartment to be genteel, v^th- 
ottt «ny of that heavy grandeur we had 
feen 9t AppuUurcombe. A fhip piece over 
the fire place, by Brooking, or Peters, at-^ 
tra6i;ed our att©ition,-«-It has all the ufual 
fpirit of thefe matters .—The fea is pecu-* 
liarly well handled, 

in the break&O: room there are feveml 
anoioit portraits of the family, and ibme 
dT them very highly touched. — One in por^ 
ticul^ of Jonas Barrington, £fq. painted iii 
1664, b fuperior to any of them. 

The oth^ rooms on the ground floor are 
likewife fo fituated as to command pleaiing 
views of the Solent fea and the New Foreft. 

In a bed room, on the firft floor, we faw 
a pcurtrait in tniniature of the lady of Mr- 
Barringtoni of Wippingham— a mofl: ddH- 

^ cate 
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cate and highly^finilhed pi6lure.-~The at^ 
titude graceful, with every charm to render 
it a maftetpiece. The artift has been pe- 
culmrly happy in the likencfs, and he has 
iiilmjl done juilice to the original. 

Faffing through the bed rooms, we ob* 
ferved that they were elegant, but, at the 
feme time, without the leaft appearance of 
tawdrynefs ; and each had a drdling room 
annexed to it. 

We now returned over the hill; and 
pafling a delightful range of foenery on the 
right, with the opening of the north fide c£ 
Brixton down to the left, made for the vil* 
lage of Calbourne, which is fituated at the 
foot of thofe downs« 

In a triangular recefs of .ekns and aih 
ftands the village, abounding with every 
pleafure that retirement can fumifli, to 
render it defirable. — ^The church is Am- 
ple, without any leading features to ftttradt 
notice. 
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At the foot of the hills run feveral fprings, 
^hich form a refpe6lable flieet of water, and 
at length produces a fmall artificial calcade. 
The overflowing forms a brook, that has a 
communication with an arm of the haven of 
Newtown.. 

The principal houfes here are that in 
which the reverend Mr. Porter refides, and 
another fituated oppofite, and divided from 
it only by the road, belonging to L.T. 
Holmes, Efq. mayor of Newport, The lat- 
ter, generally known by the name of Weft- 
over houfe, ftands on an eminence, and has 
' Commanding profpedls over all the north-* 
Weft part of the ifland, as well as towards 
Alvington and Parkhurft, down to the river 
Medina. The hofpitality of this manfion 
is too well known to all ftrangers to need 
an encomium here. 

Leaving Weftover to the right, we pro- 
ceeded into the Yarmouth road, where the 
hills of Freftiwater, on the left, rofe with as 
much fplendour as when we faw them be- 
fore from Wilmingham. — ^But as we haveal-f 

Vol. IL I ready 
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ready defciibed the£e fcenes in our rotite 
from Yarmouth to Frelhwater, a repetition 
of them will be needjlefs. 

We now returned to the road we had 
purfued before to Newtown ; but nothii^ 
occurred more than had been furveyed by 
us in our prior route. 

As we are about to complete the account 
of our tour round the ifland by land, it 
may not be amifs to oblerve> that when -we 
fet out from Newport to pafs round the 
ifland^ we commenced our obfervations re- 
lative to the coaft, from Newtown, and 
omitted to begin at Cowes, (whidi in fa6t 
is the leaft noticeabk, in point of novelty or 
beauty, of any part on the whole ifland,) in 
order to enjoy the foenes from Alvington^ 
which at that time more particularly en« 
gaged our attention. 

Crofling now the left ftream of Newtown at 
Underwood, we came to Elmfworth, a rural 
little fpot ; from whence we had a diftia6t 
view of Thornefs Bay, p^t of which has a 

great 
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gr^tyariety, and ig well wooded. All the 
oppofite fliores of HampQiire were thofe we 
continually had feen from the interior parts ; 
sand though the Solent feemed to be broader^ 
it loft a confiderable degree of that grand 
appearance it had exhibited when feen at a 
greater diftance. 

We had, however, feyeral hafty touches 
of Nature ; for the clouds that fo fre- 
quently fufround, as before obferved, a 
September fetting fun, twice difplayed a 
perfe6l piece of compofition.-~The beams 
of the fun, darting from behind the diftant 
clouds, touched the higher part of the foreft 
with a foft light, which gradually declined 
as it advanced towards the water ; where 
all the (hore, for a great width, lay in ob- 
fcurity, as did a part of the fea ; till, near 
mid channel, another gleam of light broke 
forth, and ran through the fcene ; when, 
reaching Thornefs Bay, it died gently 
.away, and left the land, from the beach 
to a parcel of oaks that hung over a piece 
of water in the fore-ground, in an entire 
ihadow« 

I 2 PaflSng 
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Pafflng through Great Thornefs, we enter-* 
ed Riie-ftreet, and made for the ftone quarries' 
at Gurnet bay. The foil here is fo various^ 
that the fubftance of it changes iahnoft every 
quarter of a mile ; — ^fometimes it confided of 
a black mould ; — then of clay ; — ^now of 
chalk, gravel, or loam ; — and in this man^ 
ner it varied till we entered the vale of Gur- 
net marfh« 

During the winter the fea makes frequent 
intrufions on thefe marfhes, and fometimes 
renders them almoft impaflable. 

Proceeding onward, we arrived at the 
ftone quarries, as they are termed ; but the 
fea, by its inceflant attacks, does more to-t 
wards loofening the ftones than the labours 
of the workmen. — All along the fliore runs 
a vein of very durable ftone, a part of which 
the waves, almoft every tide, bring dovwi* 

The fcene here is totally different from 
raoft of the other parts of the coaft, form- 
ing noble mafles of true roek ;-^uttho(igh 
there is an air of grandeur about them, they 

are 
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«f e inferior in this refpefl to thofe of Allum 
Bay. 

The works at Portfmouth are conftrudled 
of the ftone from hence.-r^When the wea*- » 
ther permits, three or four floops generally 
lie in the bay, in order to load with it. Its 
coat is proof againft the unremitting attacks 
of time, or of the weather. The furface of 
it is much firmer than that brought from 
Portland or Purbeck} and it is held in-higher 
eftimation by the inhabitants of this ifland, 
who conftru6l -moft of their dwelling houfes 
with it, 

Beturning from the quarries, we had a 
mod luxurious profpe6l of the vale that 
leads from the marfhes of Giu-net to Al- 
vingtbn foreft. The trees grow down on 
both fides to its bottom, and it is termi- 
nated by the mountains of Carifi3rook and 
Gatcombe, 

From hence we ftruck down to the feat 

of Mr, Collins, at Egypt, the northernmoft 

point of the ifland, and pafled the land we 

: I 3 had 
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had ft) frequently viewed from the Hamp* 
(hire (horesw Eaglehurft and CaUhot CaiUe 
are the moft remarkable objedls from hence, 
and are greatly adorned by the wood and 
water that encirde them. 

Now ftriking into the road that leads to 
Cowes, we pafled the church, and, defcend-f 
ing the ^ hill, entered the town, — having 
vie\i'ed the ifland in every direftion that 9 
horfe rpad would afford* 
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SECTION XXIV. 

•• ' T7*R0M amber flirouds I fee the morning rife ; 
«« -*- Her rofy hands begin to paint tlie (kies ; 
•« High cliffs and rocks are pleafing objects now, 
•* And Nature fmiles upon the mountain's brow ; 
*^ The joyful birds falute the fiin's approach ; 
«* The fun too laughs, and mounts his gaudy coach ; 
«* While from his car the dropping gems diflil." — 

LEEt 

In an hour like this, — ^with the mind awake 
to every fenfation fuch a cheerful morning, 
amidft fuch pleafing, fcenes, could infpire,-^ 
did we commence our voyage, in order to 
take a view of the different (hores of the 
ifland from the circumambient fea. 

We are embarked ;— the fails (hiver in thd 
wind ; — the tkie has begun to ebb ;'-^nd we 
leave the harbour of Weft Cowes. Stretch-^ 
ing to the northward, we cleared Old-Caftle 
point, where, as already mentioned, there 
was formerly a fortification, of which only 
a part of the fcite at prefent remains. 

I 4 The 
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The pointy as we pafTed. it, received no 
inconfiderable addition to its beauty from 
the blooming rays of the morning. — ^The 
woods and (hrubs by which it is covered, 
defcended to the fhore, and produced a 
clear view of its fafcinating banks. — In this 
refpe6l, the fliore was plealingly lined, with- 
out too much formality. 

Standing in with it, we paffed down the 
call fide of Ofborne, of which we had a good 
view ; as we likewife had of Norris fea-mark, 
—The former of thefe is feen to advantage, 
in one point of view, from the water ; but 
in all others, its beauties are obfcured by 
the great number of oaks that fiuxoimd it. 

Verging ftill on the Ihore, we pafled the 
fpot where Barton houfe (lands ; and failing 
on» came to the fcreens of wood that ran^ 
down the extremities -of King key. The 
principal trees which compofe thefe fcreens 
are oaks, and they Ihone in every luxuriance 
that a mid, breaking over their tops, through 
the attraftive power of the fun, could pros- 
duce. A creek enters here, and runs inland 

for 
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for fome way ; but it jls very inconfiderab1e» 
both as to its depth and grandeur. 

Continuing our courfe along the fame 
kind of fliore, we arrived at Filhborne 
creek .-T-This fweet fpot we had already 
coafted from the mill to the fea, as men^ 
tioned in a former account of it ; therefore 
nothing more than we had then feen broke 
on our fight, except the fun difpelling the 
vapours of the morning, which hid the 
higheft fummits of Afhey down. 

We obferved with pleafure that the val** 
ley was in a perfeft light, while the tops 
of the furrounding mountains were buried 
in total oblivion by the hazy dew.— Many 
are the tranfits of light ; and greatly differ- 
ent are the effe6ls of the morning and even- 
ing.— The coloiu'ing at thel'e times vary fo 
much, that it requires intenfe ftudy to con- 
vey properly by the pencil every tint which 
proclaims a fun-rife. 

The moft forcible tint on the fun's af- 
cending the horizon, is a bright yellow, an4 

entirely 
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entirely free from thofe^reds that attend art 
evening declination ; — grey gleams ufually 
accompany its afcenfion ; and if not too 
ftrong, they difpel in a fhcwrt time after it 
is rifen. When thefe clouds become of a 
more obftinate texture, they commonly ob- 
icure the fun for fome time ;-^at that mo- 
ment the colouring becomes a deep maza« 
rine blue, with tinges of white above its 
centre^ and firong lines of warm yellow at 
the bottom^ 

During all thefe eflfe6b, the fea receives 
an aftonilhing diverfity of fhades, but parti- 
cularly a bright Saxoii green. If the light 
can break anyiiwhere on the fore-ground 
through the cloud, the other parts in (hade 
nearly correfpond with the depth of colour 
in the cloud ; while the furf that beats on 
the fliore, being ftrongly impregnated with 
fand, fhines in a light ochre, ' 

As I have frequently watched the breaks 
ing of the morning on the ifland, I gener^ 
ally obferved tliefe effects to be produced ; 
efpecially in September. -v- During diat 

month 



nonth a fun-fet gives finer colours thmi 
at any other time of the year ; which may 
he attributed to the great- ftrength of th» 
vapours that are then exhaled from th« 
vallies, and produce ftronger colours;— i- 
and thefe^ when feen in the diftance, have 
all that fire and warmth with which Mi^ 
Loutherbourg fo finely pourtrays fuch 
fcenes after Nature. 

* 
This glow in the works of the artift juft 
tnentioned, I have often heard feverely 
cenfured, as being unnatural ; — but from 
die. frequent opportunities I h*ve had of 
comparing his works with the operation's 
of Nature^ I may venture to fay, that he 
apiMToaches as near to Nature as any liv- 
ing artift. And although his works have 
furniflied a fubje6l for the fatirical pen of 
jPet^ Pindar, I muft add> that I fliould be 
happy if I could difcern as much true tafte 
^nd judgment m the pen of the latter, as 
in the diegant and natural pencil of the 
ftxrmo*. 

Faffing Fifli houfe and the woods of 

Quarr 



, Qaarr Abbey, we tacked to the eaRetn ex** 
. tremity of the Mother Bank, where the 
view extended from the entrance of South- 
ampton water to that of Portfmouth har- 
bour. — Little elfe prefented itfelf more 
than what we had feen on our paflage to 
the iflaild. 

A large recefs of w^ter intrudes on the 
lands near Quarr Abbey. — Here was for- 
merly a ftone quarry of fonie confideration, 
\mt now Httle ufe is made of it. 

Still coafting the ifland, we pafTed the vil- 
lage of Ride, 'which, as already ohferved, ex*^ 
hihits?iperie€tfacJimleoiW&ngoen'Bde&gn9. 
The hpufes hang on the water's ^dge, with 
a few formal trees about them ;— -they ap- 
pear to be fmall, — many of them mere, 
(tabbins. Nothing interefting is vifiblo near 
this place^ 

We continued tacking till we made Ap- 
pley, where feveral points break at once 
on the fight. The fliore here is very rocky, 
and formerly produced a great quantity^ of 

durable 



durable {lone; but as the beach is v^ 
dang^ouSi and it was deemed urlfafe to 
venture on it, the principal quarries work- 
^ at thiis tiifie on the iiland are thofe of 
Gurnet; 

A little farther on is Old Fort, where the 
land is more diverlified.— Near it are fome 
fait works* 

The fame kind of fliore prefented itfeltf 
till we had got beyond Nettleftone Priory. 
—A great quantity of rock has here fallen 
from the cliffs, and, tin6lured by the iron 
ore that lies among it, gives a diverfityof 
colouring .-^The (hores are^ alfo ftrongly 
infufed with copperas, and have frequently 
a fimilar appearance to what we faw at Al- 
lum Bay ; but they have not that variety of 
boldnefs. Juft at the bottom of the hill of 
St. Helen's we had a good view of the Old 
Church Tea-mark, which we gave fome ac* 
count of when treating of that fpot. 

Croffing from St. Helen's point to that of 
Bimbridge» we had a very diftinft view ot 

the 
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Ae vale which reached from Bradihg » 
Appuldurcombe. We have already ob-« 
iervedy that the great quantities of fand 
Vhich is continually drifting into the har-' 
bour^ off the mouth of which we noW 
were, had rendered ineffe6hial every at- 
tempt to make it a receptacle for ftiips of 
burden.— Many experiments for that pur-» 
pde, excited by the apparent utility of thci 
plan, have been made ; but they have all 
jproved fruitlefs. 

Leaving the fandy point of Bimbridgei 
we next came to the eaftern extremity of 
the ifland, to which the name of Fordand 
point \$ given, — ^Here the cliffs begin to 
affume another appearance, with regard to 
the foil. — A fine fandy beach extends the 
whole of the way from the Foreland, oveif 
Bimbridge ledge, to Culver clifft. 

Thefe cliffs are very high, and, like thofe 
of Frelhwater, appear white and grey, with 
fmall interpofitions of verdure clinging to 
their furface.— They are inhabited, as al- 
ready noticed, chiefly by gulls,— *«This fpe- 

cies 
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des having been driven by the puffings and 
other birds from Mainbench and the Nee- 
dies, take up their refid^ice here ; and 
one peculiarity relative to them is worthy 
of notice : — It is not uncommon to fee 
many hundreds of them floating on the 
water> without any other motion than the 
billows occafion ; during which they keep 
in a dire6l line, not pne of them being in 
the leaft before the other, and in a clofe 
compared order ; — the young ones efpe** 
cially fometimes preferve this regular po* 
fition for, many fucceffive hours • 

Wild ducks are. alfo found on this coaft 
in great profiifion ; but it is very difficult 
to get near them* as they dive at the moft 
diftant approach of danger ; — ^the only time 
to get a (hot at them, is the moment they 
recover the furface of the water from their 
immerfion. 

In this difF there is a cavity, which the 
country people tell you was formerly a 
hermit's cell ; but from its fituation, with 
regard to the tide, which frequently flows 

into 
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hita it, I fomewhat doubt the validity of 
thefe good peoples conjecture.— The hole 
extends to a confiderable depth, but has 
nothing to recommend it to notice, except 
its dreary fides. 

As we Ikirted along Sandown bay, as clofe 
to the fhore as the depth of water wouldl 
permit, we found that the bottom confifted 
of a fine hard fand, and ran off with a gra- 
dual defceht froin the cliffs. — ^The downs of 
Yayerland, viewed from it, appeared very 
high, and gave a noble effedl to the bay* 
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SECTION XXV. ' 

^TpHE titxt attraaive objea from ih& 
^ water is the beautiful fituati<m and- 
]pfofpe6l^of„ Mr, Wilkes's feat.— Wh6n^ 
viewed from hence, it has a much hahd-^ 
fiwner appearance than from any nearer 
point ;-^and much I doubt whfch claims 
the preference,— the view of it from the* 
water, or its own profpeiSts of the water.-*-/ 
Ind^d both are alilce interefting and de*' 
Jerving of ,i»tice* ^ , 

1 More to the fouthward of the valley fhe 
recks aflume a deeper die, and a part of^ 
them. are perfe6lly black.— This appear- 
aace arifes from the nature of the foil^ 
which, from the pieces of earth found on the ^ 
beach, much refembles flate,'only of a darker' 
hute, and of a ibfter texture. Shewing fome. 
fpedmens of this earth to a gentleman well- 
vferfed in rmtural hiftory and mineralogy, he"^ 
informed us, that wherever fuch a fub- 
ftance is met with, it is a certain indicatiort'' 
that veins of coals are near. This inH'• 
:.y6t,H. K formation 
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fcauuHdon Teems to oonfirini the account we 
had before received, of there, having focr 
merly been coal mines in thefe parts be^ 
kiRging to the Worfley family* but v/bk^ 
4iad long eeafed working, the produce. ;<^ 
t^iem ncHt ha^ng proved adequate U> th» 
ejcpence. 

Joined to the feveral fpedmois of miti 
tusfah, we obferved the rocks at low. watep 
to be cov^ed with weeds ^f unoomiacwi 
brightnefs, which proved a fine amtoAta 
the gloomy c^louiring of the di&. 

A iifh of a peculiar nature, tealled a land 
jee), is foimd in fjiis bay, and bere,<wly|mf; 
in fize tliey feldom exceed three .c« .foj^iir. 
inches ; are very thin ; and refej^Utje..^ 
fmelt, both in colour and ^agranpe^nfj 
The manner iii which they ^e. ,takWi i% 
v€iy funple.— The, fi(hermen, at Jpiw wafjf 
ter, turn up the fand with a three^rpq^^ 
ed fork ; when th^ fiih, which lie bu^ej^^ 
therein, leap out,, and are taken.— Gr^, 
quantities are caught h«re by this mer. 
thod. 

Another 
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Another particular fpecies of fi(b is IHlc^ 
\fifk feen here in equal abundance, to which 
tiiey give the name of Sandhopper, from its 
tnotion^ which confifts of a hop or bound, 
like that of a grafehopper ; in all other re- 
{)pe6ls it refembles a Ihrimp, as well in make 
as in colour. At low water they lief iii 
vaft numbers on the fliore, and furnifti the 
hogs in the neighbourhood with ah excel- 
Fent and nutritiotis repaft. As foon as the 
tide goes down, many of thefe animals re- 
fort regularly to the beach, where they de- 
vour them with great voluptuoufnefs. 

As we paflfed Shanklin Chine, it loft no 
ihar^ of its grandeur, but rather appeared to 
greater advantage; efpecially the afcents of 
Horfe lodge ; which form the fouthern ex^ 
tfemity of this bay. — ^The fides of thefe are 
abruptly broken, and are pleafingly irregu- 
Idai^; with frequent traces of channels caufed 
}^ the impetuous fireams of torrents. The 
colouring with which the furface of this 
tock is tinted, is In general black and cold, 
vti^hout a fuflicient quantity of ihrubs or 
tnoft U^yariegate it. 
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• * Th^ riexf obJ€i6l that attraftied odr attpn- 
jtion was EKihnofe, a point of rocky land 
flying to the fouthward of Luccorabe chia9. 
,The fhore here is thickly ftrewed with iron 
-ore and. copperas, and has a very difagreer 
^bk appearance fr<Mn the water. 



Over this, when the vdTel kept to wind^ 
^ward, in order to weather the point, thfr 
downs of Luccombe and St. Bcmniface feem^ 
«i to cldfl) near on its awful pendant fides ; 
.and appeared a terrific obje6l.-^The afcent 
of th\s tremendous rock, from low-watcjr 
mark to the top of the downs, is near feven 
.Jiurtdred feet.— Some idea of its ext;r^ne fele- 
Tation may be formed from the appearance 
of the iheep that graze on its fides.— Viewr 
ed from the veflel we were in, as (he waiP 
-failing on, at no great diftance from the 
ihore, they appeared like fmall white dots^ 
jjevold of all refemWance to their natural 
ihape.--^Even the adjacent chine of Luc-f- 
ix>mbe did not command that attention a» 
when you defcend it from its vale. 

On account of the great number xrf^rotokf 
t:' / t^ i which 
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^bidhftretdi from hence into the fea, thi# 

. isoaft is dangerous for fhips of burden/ 

and hazardous to any vejBel larger than a 

wherry, ^ 

• The day beginning to clol^ very feift, 
tv^hen we had reached thus far, we foundf 
♦urfelves obliged to make for Steephill, irf 
order to pafs the night.— -The coaft con-^ 
tinned all the way to that place in the feme 
rugged uncouth ftile ; forming nothing but 
tfliffsr and a few waterfalls.^ — ^Of thefe we 
had not a Efficient fight wheu we paffed it 
X before in our land excurfion, but being noW 
on a level with it, we were able to pay more 
attention to it, 

: Some of the cliffy are white, others niore 
' fif a dayey nature, but equally pitfturefque, 
being adorned' with clinging ftirubs-.— rAfeW 
boat-houfes belonging to fifliermenj with 
their balkets for catching crabs lying near 
idieR^ ar^ the chief obje6ls^ except the rock* 
that adorn the fore-ground?, ana two oi' 
three ftaved boats.— A fmall- waterfall like* 
V^(^ that fprced itfelf over a large (lone; 
K 3 and 
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and made its way to the fea, nrfhed wep 
rudely and piAurefquely through a f^MTi 
flirubs, which encircle its courfe, and thrive 
with the nutriment it affordfi. 

The hills of Bonchurch appeared as a 
vcary pleafmg contriift to the white clife 
which bordered on the fhore, together willi. 
noble roafles of rocksi finely variegated with 
mofs, ivy, and young fucklingsr-^The cot'-^ 
tages in fight have every rude beauty befit- 
tibg fo adnurable a compofition, and rather 
•a^d fublimity to. the ful;geSb that othoMi 
wife- / 

With great caution our feamen oondii^ 
ed us to Ventnor mill.— *-This ofa}e6l k^ 
its precedence when feen in any other pdat 
of view than near ;-r-iiKieed nothii^ but it» 
novelty entitles it to attention. 

This mill, at its head, has a doufaie pood; 
and when^ through a heavy raio^ tiit vmeas 
pours with univeifal violence from th0 
jhountains, the. fsopk bek>nguig to it im^ 

mediately 
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iMidiatdy give it vent, otherwlfe the whok^ 
fi^ie would be walHied into the Tea. 

The variety that is vlfible between Cul-i^ 
ver clif& and this fpot exceeds credibility. 

The wind dying away, and the tide 
making^ in very ftrongly from the weft- 
ward, we now betook ourielvea to a wberryt 
and landed umier SteephSU. 

We had once before taken up our refi<» 
deiioe at the inn at Steephill ; and then, as- 
well as now, we met with every accommo* 
dati<m we could wifti for ;— and, upon oo- 
eafioti, three or four travdters may be ao* 
eommodated for the night ;*-but when m, 
Tpaxty vifits it, I Would hint to them» that 
.more than the foregoing number cannot 
fleep there vrith convenieuoe. 

Tlie bouTe of the honourable Mr.' ToU 

letnaohe, before defcribed, is from henoi a 

deflraU» obje^^ but too much iedunbd 

fimm the fighrby the- quantity of wood 

K ^ that 
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^is A^rrounds it.-T-At n greater 4i&anaii 
I have ov^t 1^^ ifo^k^ .^Mf^ of ks. b^ 
coming flill more injterefting.— And indeed 
v;^ fofind t]^ 0b|i^v^tion ^^rifit^d upon 
loql^ijg )mlii,. 9& w^ puffed. JU tb© 9€^^ 
day." 

: The hills of SteepIuU niiig« with gre?)^ 
l^eaii^,^ Yrb©i\ viewed from t]ie^ iefi>. »nd ar^ 
not much fwpafied by ,«iy hi the. i^laad*^ 
What Qioft claimed our admiration in this 
IjJDt was tbe (XHRnlHnatiQH of .th^ rpplu^ loid, 
9t tjie ffiine !tiii:^>. the diyecf^y of 1ihexn.r-«« 
At AJ^nxm B*y (c^rce any Owrubs (JOY^ tin^ 
Ko^9 thiere, ; they are npt ho^ev^ 1^ befw? 
tifiil on. that. acco\ft9t ; foraa th^ lie is^ 
l»rge raaflfes, Ihrubs mofttdyicatjeu^d wpukl 
enly rwiiB the eife^. 

Here the rocks arQifijW, vrith,fq«ir«r, m'i 
gles; they are notwithftanding finely bar-: 
nlQilUQCk: ^d 9bowid >yi[^ all tb^ lMbix>f 
K^Wf; t© cftn^pl.Qt§; tb^ fig-hit. Tbw pact? 
VeuWcAiflfee ww*. Jn, b*ay*y w«r% it no^ 
i» tb^ yeifdjjcft yhi<^ flwHa l»s fid^rr-, 
: ■ w . .„ ImmenfQ 
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Immenfe dells would otherwife continually 
prefent what Nature has fo hagpily thrown 
into (hadow, and thus relieved the eye from 
l|»eiiig hurt by it& defiedls, . - 
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; SECTION XXVL " 

IN the morning we re-embarked, an<f 
ftood again to fea, in order to avoid 
die dangerous confequences of its rugged 
bottom near Ihwe-— When the tide fldvw 
gently in, and the water juft cov^^ thetbp<* 
of thefe lurking rocks^ unlefs you have If 
fiiherman, or at lead a native of the coaft^ 
with you, you ftand a chance of having 
your boat ftove by them.— Even expe* 
rienoed feamen are difagreeably fituated 
when they land here, without being well 
acquainted with the coaft* 

PiDCcedmg now clofe to the fhore of Uft* 
• derclifF, or Underwath, as the country peo* 
pie fo|netimes term it, we found the appear-* ^ 
ance of the coall very changeable, hut high^ 
ly tinted with its hanging Woods and vaiie» 
gated foil.— * At every avenue that would; 
admit of it, fome broken bold prcinontpiy 
ih*uck the fight, and continually clofed the 
fide fcreens. — Thefe mountmnous tradks 
often prefented greater beauties vihen fwfr 

from 



from liie fea» than y/hea we were between 
th^it and the clif& that bordered on the 
ilrand. 

: At the time we had paiTed Underdiff odi 
lloiiebaGk» the ihore was ratirdy hid ^oni. 
Qs^ and we could fee nothing but the downs^ 
whidi hung (hehring over our heads ;-*but 
now we re^>ed evary advantage that .di£-, 
tanoe could give, as it blended the heights, 
with aU that <;^ompofea landfcape ; namolj^ 
rocky wopdj mountainsj ai}d water^ 

» • ' • . . .... 

'The vHbge <^ S^. Lawrence prefents a 
greater degree of novdty than of grandoir; 
it however ferves to rdiieve the difagreeable 
appearance that the ihoce is at intervab pof- 
fefled ofv A iHunher of boat-houfes arer 
lean, hdoD^ing to the tihermen; who, be* 
tween the employment of fifliing, wluch 
thej^lbUow as often as the weather will 
pstmtt smA occafional labour on Ihore, gain 
a oom&iitaUe winter fiU^iftenca 

We obCerv«d here the IfQall caMle», 
-wlych* as iktady meotioiied* had been 

magnified^ 



magnlfed, by a/gefrtkn»»- wlw mot&'m 
tour round the iHandy into a fize that im-- 
preffed the mind with the expeftation o£ 
feeing a Switzerland catara6l. — Though in 
point of raagnitude it is far fttort of wMat, 
from that account, we were taught to espedbj 
it is upon the whole pleafing. — ^The fimibs 
that grow from its fides a6t in harmony 
with the other parts, and give an agreeabte 
glow to the reft of tte tints^— «iii,akicig 9 
finali delirable ftudy. 

. • ♦ 
Still tracing the Ihore, we met nearly 
urith the fame obje£b that had ranged' the 
foregoing parts, particulariy the rocks: and 
{hrubs, till' we came to> the rocks wkmh 
tearminate the range oi Undercliff, neap 
Crab Niton. 

? We have already mentioned thali the vilv* 
&ge of Nitx>n receives the addition^ <lenid^ 
minatiocDof Cr^ from tbe Md ofithatinffm; 
which abound on its fhore ; — but we did not 
then add, as we Ihould have done, that this 
tetun gives: grijat dffenoe to the* inh^biteiifts, 
yfho g^i^^ally conceive thali it is ^esmt t» 
.} . . denote 



uienote their being crahbed^ Or itjmltiired,— 
They therefore, whenever their place of re^ 
iidence is mentioned) and the word crab 
#itlacli«Bd to it, immediately take offence» 
And are ready to rdent the fuppofed in* 
-dignity. 
*. ' * 

,:; The |a6l is, that the term is given to it 
jbp di^ingulfh it from another place in the 
ifland, which founds the fame, though it ]f^ 
not fpelt in the fame manner ; namely, 
Jii&iighton, near NeWchurch, where Mr. Bif- 
fet's feat is. We have been thus particular 
Relative to fo trivial a circumftance, as the 
,wantof a knowledgeof.it might fubje^^i 
jiranger, who may inadvertently aik the 
r^)ad to it, to a churlifh reply, if not tQ 
a downright afirpnt. 

^r The br^k of rocks from the termination 
of Old park to that of Niton down, wheife 
\K (^ain commences,, is near half a mile.«~ 
The opening leads to the Newport road; 
fuod Ukewife to Godfliill and WhitweH, 
which lie behind the downs that encircle 
ik» fhpre, . ; - 
ci A little* 



' A litde 'farther to the wefhvarct, «re ar* 
fived at the fouthemmoft point of theHhnd, 
iveQ known both by the name of St. Cadie** 
line's and Rocken-Race end ;-r-a part iliEBfi 
could not but be agreeable to us, as near 
it we experienced the hofpitality of the 
fomer, whofe benevolence and enviable fi« 
tuation we h&va before fpoken of, aiid 
iHrould wiih to commemorate upon all oc* 
«a£ions. 

Thefe rocks, which finally terminate the 
range of Underwath, are higher than ahy 
of the others:— Sir Richird Worfley' fajyi^ 
that the hill of St. Catherine's, froin its tttjr 
t<if the water's edge, meafures feven hu9i<{^ 
and fifty feet ;-^judging from its appel^i , 
anoe, I think the d^th rather greater. - * 

When viewed firom even a fmall diibmce, 
they Appear more like fbrtlfkations thiui 
any otiier objeift I can think oD— Joined 
to the awfiilnefs which they 'niftmflly Wt^^' 
fpire, they poifefs an emln^t^ il^^^^^ 
that fpecimen of Natufe "we ISHdm'-nfeJi^' 
with. The terrific afcent of St. Cfttha*te^«^ 

is 
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h vr^ verdured ; «id though bold in Its 
d^plination .towards the fea, has nothing 
4ifgufting in its appearaQce.*T*A valley, apK 
parei^y formed by art, raiig^ round th^ 
vrefliennoft part of it. — Near th^ bottom, on 
the eafiermoft fide, is a fertile fpot, with fe-f 
vo^ cottages on its cheerful ttrow. — ^Tli/» 
trees alfo exhibit a convincing proof of M?^ 
fNrevalence of the weHerly winds, as they. 
- all bend their lofty tops towards the moun- 
tsdn. 

. Having weathered the point of Rockea 
end, ah entire new fcene pjrefented itfelfr* 
ijilhale's dangerous bay firft encountered the 
f|g^t.— Of this we had talsen a thorough 
view before and nothing new was obferv 
able^ bata.ftill greater deformity in its ua* 
couth, reftlefs, billowy (hore. 

j.The prindpal objefts firom it ar^ Wal* 
ffin 4nd Blaclfg^ng chines, vdth the drop* 
ping vrdl of the latter.'— All this part is 
pfrfTefled of that land of appfsarance which,, 
v^^ it ex<^tes horror, fiiU pleafes the ima- 
ginatKKi s. 89 ive fee Nature ruimitig not» 

and 
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ted overleaping all bounds. — ^But wlnle fhl§ 
thus pleafes the fpeculative traveller,' ihe- 
appears terrific to thofe whom chance or 
accident may drive upon the coaft. Wherf 
viewed from the Ihore, the rolling billows^ 
tinged with refradled rays of light, convejf 
exquifite pleafure to the mind ; but at the 
feme time they may be fraught with de-* 
ftruftion to the unfortunate marine. —J 
There is fcarcely perhaps^a fpot in the uni-* 
verfe more peculiarly adapted to excite the& 
opponent fenfations than Chale bay. 

Little of novelty is to be met with, front 
hence to Frelhwater, except the fmall va-^ 
riation in the downs of Brixton and Cheverw 
ton. — ^The valley between thefe downs and 
the fea is entirely hid from the fight. 

Faffing Atherfield point and Compton 
diine, we entered the bay of Brixton, where 
the fea rolled in with increafed fury, and' 
became really tremendous : — its fbaniing 
billows tore up the farid on - the beach,; 
jftid died the water;-givirig, at the fame 
time, Si fpecimen of their ufual depredaU 

tions 
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tibns cm the {hwe. Th«-e is great reafori 
to believe, that if the fea continues thefo 
incurfions with the inceflant violence it has 
dohe for the laft ten years j that in a few cen- 
turies this bay will vie with that of Saadownr 
in extent, though it will never be able tor 
equal it in grandeur or noblenefs. 

The chine named Jackman's, is the prin« 
dpal one in the bay.-^This leads to Brix- 
ton village, where the broojc already de- 
fcribed paffes through from Mottijftone. 

Still ($oalling on, we palTed Brook chine 
and Compton village, when we reached the 
bay of Frelh waters the romantic beauties 
of which had before excited our warmed: 
feelings ; and thefe we now re-enjoyed.— 
Here the aaggy rocks of XJndercM are 
entirielj^^^loft to the fight. 

All the way from the cave along the Main 
bench,/ are a number of chafins in the clifis, 
fome irfent half way down, with continual 
reoeflfes and caves at the bottom. Various 
kinds of the exotic feathered race are their 
^ 'Vol. IL L inhabitants ; 
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liabitants ; ytho, likQ the folitauy lapvwg^ 
avoid the haunts of man. 

Few places can produce a 'finer ftudy fitt* 
refledtions.-r-The rocks, though not pi^- 
n£qpe thsmjy ves, have great charms when 
imprinted on the ful^aoent mirror ;«-tb^ 
tints are then finely harmonized, and give 
nobie broad eife6ts of lh8dov.'**-They are 
cosnpofed, in a great meafure, of grey fiiat» 
which, whw Mended with the Ibriihs» m 
rather pleafmg than pi^urefqius. 

Several fprings, that fiiaw from tht fides 
of the mountain, predpitate themfelvea 
into the fea ; but they all af^Mfr too ooih 
temptiUe for the penciL 

Faffing the clifi of Main bendi, we 0009 
more arrived at the Needles, . tmd frjon^ 
thence entered Allum bay ; but were ob- 
liged to' Igeep a cQnfidenJblat dcftaiui* fls^ 
the IhcMre, as we had done aU thevmy £Nm 
StaepKiU., From'the water, the landiiaft.il; 
rraiflricably beautiM and pi^ulrefqua apn 
pearance. -iM its vari^tioa. ^aikd fiiddm 

... .kooQs 
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Itiio&s ard Aot among the leaft of its belit- 
tles.— *The abrupt ridges, and finall falls of 
iWBter, are alfo very interefting,— When a 
ftream iffues near five hundred feet from 
the furface of the ground, and precipitates 
from that height, though it might be but 
fmall, it cannot fail of giving pleafure to 
the fpe6laton 

Such a fall may alfo be accounted pidhi- . 
refque, though it does not deferve the ap- 
pellation of grand. — ^The continual inter- 
ruption, the ftream meets with from the 
clumps that accidentally lie in its >vay, 
are however of great utility to an artift. — • 
It is only enlarging the ftream and dimi- 
inftiing the rocks, and a reprefentation of v 
this fpot in a pidlure might delude yoii 
into a belief that it was a Switzerland 
beauty. 

Thefe little liberties are allowable to an 
artift, except when an exa6l reprefenta- 
tiSn of the fpot is required ; — and even 
then he may enlarge the waterfeU to 
' • L » any 
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any dimenfion^; as in the rainy fetdTon it 
is a perfe6t trarent ; but whoi the fwell 
is over, it alTumes its fonner moderate 
fize. 
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SECTION XXVIL 

THE appearance of the coaft is nearly 
. . the fame throughout the whole way 
to Totland bay and Warden ledge^ with 
only a fmall variation in parts where the 
devadation of the ocean has implanted a 
greater degree of horror. It is not unccnn^ 
mon to fee large orag^ overhanging a broad 
beachy the fea having undermined them for 
a confida*able depth, and left clumps of 
earth and ftones, fo firmly cemented, that 
they fometimes hang in this pofition for 
many months, terrific in appearance, and 
a dread to the miners. — ^We were however 
aifured that they feldom remain in this {late 
above two winters, and, even when brought 
to a level, they are for a long time a conti* 
nual nuifance. 

The point of Carey's fconce introduced 
us to Yarmouth road,. — ^This is the neareft 
projeftion of the ifland to the neck of land 
on^ which Hurft calUe {lands.-*^It was be- 
tween tbefe two points that^ according to 
L 3 fome 



fome >vriters, waggons loaded with tin ufed 
to pafe over At low water» in oi:der to traof- 
port that metal from G>rnwall to this ifland» 
&t3Hi ^h^noe i^ was (lu|>p«d to Vimo^r^An 
«Uurdity that, in my ofHoioti, is too app»« 
len^ tQ need r«fiitflKt)on. 

• For* an » eonvinQiag proof that tlus ibait 
CDuM, never havt been pafifable ^h* carriagea* 
t( isto be remarked, thtt the tidfr slwaya 
begins to flow at the Needles before it is 
]fm water in Fortfmouth harbour ; c<»fe- 
qijjratly there muft alv'ays be a oooGderablfi) 
depth qf water here, 

■ FroiQ this Gircumftnneie it ish^hly iinr 

probable that a paS^ was ever a t tem p te d 

T^^.-'-'^^i^i we Dnd th»« SoixtlmnipfeQa 

Ym opf^ of the Hrft fea ports ere^ed'oa the 

weflern coail, and that it was, &qm thft f8r<* 

liell tim^, the mart to which fweign ihips 

iMbrfed^'^'So that there does not«pp«Arto 

hav9 been any occa&in for thaComiOipeor 

^le to br^ their tin by ib hazapdons 4 paCf- 

fi^ to the UU of Wighl, Uir o^cr to ex^ 

port it- * 

It 
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It has fikewife been tlicniglit hy Hame, 
that this point of land uras ancientljr vaiiu 
«d to that on wluch Hurft caitie ilan4& y^ 
bat from this opsnioh I muft alfo b^ 
leave to dUIent,--<Fro«i the depth of the 
channel, the fblidity of the bottoifi, latA 
tiie non-appearance of suiy ^broken rocks, 
like the Needles, on eith«' (bore, I think 
I may ventore 'to fay that the oonge^hir* 
does not feem to be well founded. 

If fuch an union ever ^d «dft, 4t muft 
have been at a very early period ; — but 
then, as. h; is moft reafonalaje ta fuppofe 
&ch a jfeparatian to hove been occafiofied by 
fioiiieTioknt<oncafl[i(»i of the earth, it migM 
}ifKmhma eaape&oA that nparks of fo fudden 
|i disjaaAkia would ftill iMve been vifible, 

Yarim^iifii r«id it muoh frequented by 
hia pdajptify'& amiaersi that are ftationed iii 
^ ^hinnd finr the prevention of fmu^ 
^lang^i mi whofe eibirts in that point, to 
ihe iatiib6tiQn of the fur tradtf, have 
bfidy been atteixkd with gie^ futieeiSi, 

L 4 They 
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. Tbey are pecnSarly indebted'for dm be* 
neiit to the conuniuider of the Hebe, tvbefe 
courage, prudence, and humani^, ,are fi> 
coiifpicuous, as to have gained him . not 
only the efteem of thofe to whom his ex^ 
^rtiona are ferviceable, but even, of the 
fnit^gl^s -themfelyes. So much cddirated 
is he fpr the latter virtue, that hajqiemog 
whiilf^ there to mention the pame of the 
captain of. the Hebe^ I was afked by a fea» 
man prefent, whether I meant the kment 
TbornboroOgb. ^ * 

Yarmouth is alfo well known to flie gen*^ 
tlem^n of the navy for the hofpitality of ;« 
oaval officer's houfe in that rtown^ whofe 
pwner, I believe, feldom wants company 
while a man of war lies in the road. , . 

Leaving the river Yar, or^ as ik.isigener^^ 
ally called) >Fr^water^ lake, on our rights 
we continued to ikirt the coaft ; wlndi> fat 
a conftderable diliance, exhibits one of 
thdfe unmeaning features: in iahdfc^ie 
th^t neither attradls lior pleaies the fight. 
The beach is comfortlds, with a few in« 

fignificant 
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fignifiisuit broken maflfes and dctnips, hnih 
wanted at this time both ipolourihg and 
verdure. . . , . » . - ^z 

About two miles from Yarmouth it aP* 
fumes a gayer face, as it here forms the 
iiCMrthemQipft ridge of moontams; but from. 
tJae fefi they are foon loft torlhe %ht^ and 
aj^pear : to fall leather: pidbm'efquely. Thei& 
mountains chiefly encircle the water of Shal-- 
fleets and, when imi frcmi Hewtown, are a 
le^Uig beauty to the lake^ 

A^quantity of lii^eftone, andibrupt pro* 
nmtories, conftit^te the^dharadter of<this 
ifaoie, and ,ki 'mtoy parts it is wdl tintedl 
Inmota few pf thofe fcenes there was, how*^ 
ever, d wwitof variety to make them inter** 
^^6ing ; for we often ikw noble mafles of 
earth in pi6turefque fhapes, and pleafingly 
irregular, but, at the fame time, devoid of 
the prindpal beauty, that of colouring. 

. rOne fpot gives you a drill, cojnfortlds, 
f^tamxy. black ; another, perhaps, is of an 
OfGhre ; aiui thefe tints of themfdves am 

iniipid; 



itiipid ; but when the fonn^ has throec?!! 
off its firft fuxly :^p^arance> and vetoes to^ 
wards a grey, coUedling about it a few 
briars and weeds, it then becomes poetical, 
itod gives i«t2sfa6tion. 

< TheTe IbeoiBS are very frequent, and th^ 
Bnift be accounted for by fuppofing that 
Katui*e has juft mafled h^ dead oolounqg; 

The ochre of it&lf is Kkewife hurtful t(^ 
the eyes when divefted of the fragmoits 
of lovely mofs and clinging lichens ; and, if 
airy tlung/leispleafing thaii the firmer ;f— ^ 
bat, on the other hand^ jidl caft its imh 
tural fhrubs upon it» with here and th^te 
a fmall chafm, dnd an alflrtjpt piece of lime^ 
fyme, over whidh the verdure ruggedly &lto 
in pleafmg'confufiotiy and it immet&itely 
beooines a ftudy« 

In {hart, the fpdrts of Nature 'ate fii vaiu 
rious, that I fcarcely remember to have 
pvcr feeur ia the diftauce of half a mScj, 
tiRo fpots eaordly refemUing each othcc^ 
It is but a weary fruitle& jaunt to etidesH 

vpur 
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vewrtopYeitfiiKeNA^e. lOMg^tion pre* 

fents to my view an artift who has ^irrived 

at a fcene, where, after having ufed his ut- 

nioft efforts, he {Nroduoes a copy that nearly 

Is th^ original ; — and he thinks himfelf 

lUgrly happy : but oa 4QVil^li<^ ^ iinall 

!jc>r promontory, a frefti ipena jwrefentoi 

:that beifiles all his {kill* and damps 

r expectation of being abl^ tdeiitdoit— 

flUl the mind of man is Nature ; and 

^while he purines nobler obje6)5 thaii be cai) 

^^fcribe or pourtray, he gives us a faint 

■ 4»»bleni of >«bture attMnpting to exceed 

.'ittcftif. 

t- 

pBuit few novelUes are to befeen along thi» 

leis (hore.— -The fea iorms feva^ fijoall 

which rather alleviate the ooarfe lines 

.„, the cUf&, and raife the ima^nation to 

'i^«xpe6): at every curve fome brilliant copfe, 

'^•r towering hill, to eafe the wearifome 

fines. 

Palling the flat point of Newtown ha-» 
Veot^we entered Shallleet lake, where fplend-^ 

ed 







cd hitts endirde the uafullied ferpentine 
minor. 

' From thence we proceeded to Thomefe 
tayi, the fliores of which are more pi6bi- 
refque, and are aififted by the prindpal 
beauties of landfcape^ viz. a profufion of 
^ood and Jrock. The coaft omtinues edg- 
ing towards the north, and forms feveral 
recefles, where frequent rills rulh down the 
uncouth clifi&. 

• Weathering another point, we entered 
Gurnet bay; the repofitory, as before ob- 
ferved, of the ftone with which the fortifi- 
cations of Portfinouth are oonftrufted. — 
We found here two boats loading with the 
pr(Kluce of thiei quarries, which, as likewife 
obferved, daily attend from that place. 

' The only part of this .bay that afforded 
an agreeable pi6lure of the land, was from 
the opening which looks towards the Ca- 
rifbrook hills. The valley is extremely fertile 
and well wooded, and ranges in {dealing 
forms, till the mountains clofe the fight. 

This 
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This fcene is peculiarly piftuBefque to^ 
wards the oonclufion of the day, whra the 
ihadows are broad and the colouring chaile; 
at other times it appears rather crowded 
and confufed ; — ^but when feen with a pro- 
per cobiu'ing, it is equal to any of the ru- 
ral fcenes of the ifland. 

The time of day, when weview an otgeft 
in landlcape, arid the colouring then on it, 
prepoffeffes us in its favour, or prejudices 
us againft it. — ^Thus what is all beiauty in a 
morning fun, is obfcurity in the evening.— 
Therefore if a fcene which is grand and no- 
ble prefents itfelf, I always make a ^point, 
when time will admit, to take a view of it 
both at the dawn and at the dofe of day; 
and, from fuch an attention, ibroi^r ideas, 
I am convinced, may be imbibed even 
from one fcene^ than from many, partially 
viewed. 

Stretching now for the Brambles, we 
tacked, and once more pafled Cowes cafUe; 
when we entered the harbour, having re- 
ceived the higheft fatisfa6lion from an 

aquatic 
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aquatic tour of two dscys^ during wliich 
we had endrcled the iiknd^ and taken a 
view of the different fcenes k eadtibited 
.from the fea« 

We have now finiflied our aocxxian^ 
this pleafant. fertile, and Imppy fpoe^ 
from the obfervationsi we had an of 
tiuiity of making during our fiay. 
we were confirmed in the opinioa^ 
had induced us to vifit it^^^that for 1 
and pidlurelque views, fele6l parts ci: 
fcarcely exceeded by thofe on any 
the coalb. 

The pleafing variety of hill and dflic 
which it abounds, — ^the delightful 
of the gentlemen's featSjr^the veneral 
mains of antiquity, — the rich and ^tUfiftii 
fea views that every where prdfent t llU t ii 
felves, — and,, above all, the grand and «0^^ 
ble craggy cliffs, which at once ferve as a 
natural fortification to the iflaiKl, ^fid ex- 
hibit the moft magnificcattt and awful fcenes; 
-*Hall thefe combined riiuft natiiraHy excite 
the curiofity of every admirer of the^bperb 
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works of Nature ; — and, at the fame tim^ 
they account for the frequent vijiits that are 
made to the ifland.— Indeed I know not 
where a party engaged on a ple^urabld 
fi^eme could find their expe^t^ns m&n 
fiUly gratified;— to which, I think, I might 
add, the natural civility and hofpitality of 
the inhabitants at large do not a little oaa^ 
tribute. 
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SECTION XXVIIL 

THE mDrning fubfequent to our return 
from the drcttmnavigation befcare de« 
fibbed, vre lefit Cowes^ and, after an ^ee^ 
able pa{&ge, landed at Southampton* T(f 
ledte the particulars of oiu: paflage, as ^ 
have already given a defcription of lioth 
the (hores of Hampton water, will be need- 
lefs. The only novelty that prefented itr 
felf was Eaglehurft ; which from the water 
makes rather a confufed appearance. 

Our former obfervatxons on the road be- 
tween Southampton and Redbridge, were 
made at a time when we found nothing 
very attrai^live in it ; — ^but now a moroiqg 
light, glimmering through the loftly pop^ 
lars which furround Woolfon, extended its 
force to the adjacent hamlet, and juft tip^ 
ping the tower of MilKbrook church, fpread 
its radiance over the oaken copfe that ob;; 
fcured the village. 

The beach, which at that time, from its 

being 
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lieing ebb tide^ afforded a paflage for car« 
riages, was now covered with a noble flieet 
of water, and ftretched itfelf to the fore- 
ground. The oppolite fhores of Eling, 
cloathed in a foreft mantle, had juft ftf- 
fumed their morning vefture, and reached 
to the rural vale of Redbridge, where the 
woody promontories of the weftern fide of 
the river Tefte difclofed a luxurious dif- 
play of diftant landfcape, and doled the 
view. The light that gave this new ap- 
pearance to the fcene was partial; — glancing 
dovnm the mid channel, it ran to the offskip, 
where, gradually dwindling to the adjacent 
hills, it left them in a pleafing obfcurity. 

As we purfued our former track froin 
Southampton to Wootton, the well-known 
prophecy of the celebrated Nixon was fud- 
denly brought to our recolleftion by a man 
at one of the turnpike gates putting out a 
hand, on which were two thumbs, to re- 
ceive the toll. Our attention was the more 
attracted by this phoenomenon, as we had 
juft before feen another man, plying on 
Southampton quay, with a fimilar excref- 

VoL. 11. M cence 
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cence on lus hand ;*-'^^nd our furpiife i^nas 
ftill further exdted by being informed that 
there was a third parfon, living near An- 
dover, who was rendered r^aarkable by 
the fame Angularity. 

That three men, in the feme cduAty, and 
two of them refiding within a few miles ot 
each other, fliould exhibit fuch a (kigulat 
proof of the fportings of Nature, I own^ 
excited our wonder; — but that wonder 
could be but of (hort durati<Hi in the misdi$ 
of thofe who had been witnefe to fo many 
of her wanton gambols, and whofe em^oy^ 
ment it had been to fdarch out her mott fi^ 
cret haunts, and to trace her mod eccentric 
deviations. 

The firft fpace we entered on tine Ne<r 
Foreft, in the road to Stony Crofs> was« 
circular lawn, furrounded with oak&>— l%i» 
continued for near two miles, whete we pe^ 
tietrated into the very heart of this ext^ifive 
tra^. * 

The high roads through iSie fbrefi 4ire 
- ' • fuperior 
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fuperior to maft in England. — ^At every 
feafon of the year they are remarkably dry; 
and though the fod on both fides, even in 
the middle of fummer , is fwampy , the roads 
themfelves, which are chiefly compofed of 
gravel, are at all times eafy and pleafant to 
travel on. 

We pafled feveral fpots of immured gran- 
<deur, and had conftant proofs of their uti- 
lity in point ^of fore-grounds. At every 
*turn a bold woody promontory affifted 
as a fide fcreen, and fell m with thofe gra- 
tiual unperceived foftnefles of eafy floping 
lines, which heightened in fome degree the 
view. 

Several fmall recefles and breaks in the 
fdf^ appeared to lead up to fome exten- 
£ve manfion, and frequently alliured us to 
enjoy their folitary pleafures ; — but we met 
with no houfe in any of thefe avenues till 
we reached the five-mile ftone, where we 
found the hofpitable manfion of Mr. Gil- 
Jbert. 

M « We 
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We had not fufficient time to infpe^ this 
gentleman's houfe, but we heard the wor- 
thinefs of its owner fppken of wherever we 
flopped. We were alfo informed that he 
generally paffes the month of April at 
Lindhurft, where his hounds are joined by 
thofe of Mr, Groves, from Wiltfhire. 

During this time, many of the moft re- 
fpe6table of the neighbouring gentlemen, 
who fubfcribe to the fupport of the united 
packs, refort to Lindhurft, to enjoy the 
diverfion of hunting, — Among them, we 
frequently heard the name of the honour- 
able Mr. -Fane mentioned, and always with 
fome epithet annexed to it conveying 
praife. 

While the hounds are here, preparations 
are generally made for the accommodation 
of fifty gentlemen, and a dinner is daily 
provided for them ; to announce which the 
inn bell is rung exa6tty at four o'clock.— 
The inhabitants of the town reap no little 
advantage from thefe meetings; nor. are 
they backward in exprefling their grateful 

acknow- 
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acknowledgements for the benefit they re- 
ceive. 

Leaving Mr. Gilbert's houfe on the left 
hand, we proceeded through a continual 
range of cover till we arrived at the fummit 
of Stony-Crofs hill. -^ In our prior route 
through the eaftern part of the foreft, we 
had frequently feen this hill ; — it had al- 
ways bounded our diftance ; and though of 
no very confiderable height, has, in our 
9pinion, the fuperiority over moft of the 
hill? in the foreft, 

Nea:^ the bottom of the hill, on the left 
hand, flands a pedeftal, ere6led by the late 
lord Delawar, in comnjemoration of the fa- 
tal cataftrophe that befel William Rufus.«— 
It confifts of a plain ftone, of a triangular 
fprm, with a fraall round ball on the top, 
a^id has th^ fojlpwipg infcriptiops on ita 
iides. 

On the firft fide, 
I. 

«< Here Rood the oak tree, on which an arrow, Ihot by 

Sir "VValter Tyrrell at a^ flag, glanced, and ftruck king Wil- 

M 3 119^ 
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liam the Second, fimamed Rufus, in the breaft, of whieh 
be inftsmtly died, on the fecond day of Auguft, anno i loo.'^ 

On the fecond fide. 
II. 

" King William -the Second, firriamed Rufiis, being 
(lain, as is before related, was laid in a cart belonging to 
one Purkis, and drawn 'from hence to Wihchefter, and 
buried iti the cadiedral church of that city/' 

On the third fide. 
III. 

Anno 1745. 
" That wherie an event fo memorable hsld happened 
might not be hereafter unknown, this ftone was fet up by 
John lord Delawar, who has feen the tree growing in this 
place." 

Underneath. 

" This ftone was repaired by John Richard earl Dela- 
war, anno 1789." 

Beneath the infcription on the Rtft fidtf 
has lately been placed the following me- 
morandum : 

" This fpot was vifited by king George the Third and 
queen Charlotte, on tjie 27th of June, MDCCLXXXIX.*' 

Our 
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. Our expedlations were not 9 little dif^p- 
pointed on taking a view of this memorable 
fpot.— We expedled to have found a more 
el^ant record of this lingular hiftorical 
event than the ftone before us ; which is 
not more than fix feet high, without any 
avenue leading, to it, and placed in, the 
middle of a fwampy piece of ground.— 
The pedeftal is fo immured in the recefs of 
a wood that it is fcarcely feen till you arrive 
within a few paces of it. 

To the left of Stony Crofs lay a deep 
twining dell of fome extent, which glided 
vCTy fpftly to the banks of the Solent, wherQ 
the Ifle of Wight, half obfcured by a mifti 
bounded the didance* 

The body of water that interpqfed be* 
tween this part of Hampfliire and the Ifle 
of Wight, appeared from Stony Crofs but 
as a fmall rivulet ; the diftance being lo 
confideraUe as to deprive it of its e^^tent^ 
9nd with that of its grandeur, 

The vale juft mentioned, at the time we 
M 4 palTed 
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poffed it> vras heavily coloured, and app«tar--^ 
ed rather as the refidence of a neft of out- 
laws or robbers than a (helter for foxes, «s 
it really is.— It was well wooded, and 
had many hills, pleafingly lined, in its com- 
poiition ; all which terminated in a point lit 
once pi6lurefque and grand. 

Pafling Stony Crofs, we defcended feveral 
fteep hills, that led us to the manfion of 
lord Delawar. — ^This houfe, from its fitua- 
tion, commands extenfive views ; but, at 
the fame time, is in itfelf quite cheerlds. 
A plain defert heath encounters the fight 
for many miles, without a fuffident accom- 
paniment of thofe noble woody natives 'df 
the foreft with which almoft every other 
part we had viewed feemed to abound, to 
give it a cheerfulnrfs. 

At the back ci this feat the range of 
wood which we had left at Stony Crofs 
takes a curve, and runs along a promon- 
tory to Lindhurft. — It affords great di- 
verfity in the back-grounds, and is conti- 
nually prefeiiting fome ddightful fpot of 

• i Nature.— 
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>iteture.— Sometimes, abruptly breaking the 
r^ular line, it extends pi6lurefquely to a 
; well^watered valley, which the imagination 
frequently fuppofes to be a lake formed by 
Nature; but, on the contrary, we feldom 
found any of thefe broad fheets of water 
deeper that the fetlocks of our horfes ; and 
thfey feemed to be rather the eflfefts of rain 
thanoffprings. 

Sudden breaks continue to the left for a 
very confiderable diftance,but ftill prefenting 
the woody range. On our right hand a co- 
ver broke fuddenly from an adjacent hill, and 
isn down to the banks of the Avon, where 
the limits of the New Foreft broke up, and 
.fcnned a bed for the river. 

Proceeding onward, we arrived at Picked 

Poft, where we formed the refolution of 

crcffmg to Lyroington, and from thence ta 

. Ikirt the weftern boundaries of the fordft 

along the banks of the Avon. 

From the fpot we were now on, the 
Dbrfetlhire hiXb affumed rather a lingular 

than 
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than a'l^eafing appearanoe.~*SoiEietun» 
they ran parallel for many miles ; their 
forms then were difgufting ;-~at othep 
times they aflumed more of a mountainous 
afpeft;— and frequendy broke abruptly, 
bat {till unpleafu^. 

There is no genend rule by which « 
judgment is to be formed of the true fi- 
tuation of hills at a diftance.— In fome 
points the fame hill that may have dif-* 
gufted at firft fights pofleffes a thoufand 
charms when feen in other points of v)@w« 

Thefe hiUs in particular afiume a ridgy 
formal appearance^ wh^i viewed £rom ib» 
New Foreft ; but from lower grounds they 
Uend finely in, and are very pi^lurefque^ 
affording eafy and flowkig Ijnest 

« We declined going to Ringwood, though 
it lay nearly in our way, as we intended 
taking it when tracking the Avao. 

Having refrefhedouirfelTes and 9ur herfes, 
we jH*ooeeded to the viUage of Burleigh, near 

which 
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whicK M already obferved, (lands a man** 
fion of the fame name ; and croffing to the 
right of the village, entered the heart of 
the foreft* 

In this manner we went on for a (hort 
time, till at length we found that the path 
i^e had purfued came to a termination ;— 
we were then obliged to feek out another, 
tnd make our way as well as we were able. 

The rain haying fallen oonftantly and 
heavily for feveral days before, it had left 
tracks in many places near two teet in 
depth.-— But this was not the worft part of 
our fituation ; — ^the foil being principally 
clay, our horfes were frequently mired, and 
we were fcarcely able to proceed, — And 
thus did we travel feven miles, every ftep , 
of whidi was attended with extreme diffi- 
culty and fatigue. 

Abcnit two miles from Butleigh we en- 
tered a warren on the forefV, the inclofure 
of whidi we had been direded to follow, as 
&r as the rails extended towards the eaft ; 

but 
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but thefe rails fuddenly taking another dl^ 
redtion, we were deprived of any further 
guidance from them ; and had not the 
downs of Frefhwater, in the Ifle of Wight, 
proved a cynofure to us, and convinced us 
that we were diredling our courfe to the 
right point, we might have 'remained in 
the foreft all the night. 

I would therefore recommend it to thofo 
who are unuled to travel through this in- 
tricate and extenfive foreft, to take the 
Lindhurft road from Burleigh, in their 
way to Lymington, which is both good 
and pleafant. , Our reafon for not follow- 
ing the advice we give was, that as we had 
before enjoyed all the pleafures that road 
could beftow, and now wi(hed to view 
more of the internal parts of the foreft, 
we purfued the wretched courfe juft de- 
fcribed^ 

The warren we pafled through is well 
ftocked with rabbits, and appears to be a 
fpot properly adapted to the purpofe of 
breeding thofe animals ; for as few peo- 
ple, 
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plfe> 1 believe, ever pafs this way, they are 
but little difturbed, and but feldom de- 
ftroyed. — And as it is lituated at a cqnfi- 
derable diftance from any cultivated land, 
the farmers' grounds are not expofed to the 
depredations of its marauding inhabitants. 

'The badnefs of the road yfas however 
fully compenfated by continual burfts of 
woody fcenery, which were fuperb in the 
extreme ; the oaks here being large and 
noble, with a profufion of verdure on them* 

Here I muft Hop to remark, that thefe an- 
cient tenants of the foreft are faid to be ex- 
pofed to the attacks of private plunderers, 
who contribute more towards their decreafe 
than the annual demands of the navy. 

We were informed by fome peafants, riotx 
imacquainted with the fecret mode of pro- 
cedure, that many perfons have for a long 
time made a pra6tice of depopulating this 
fpot, as well as many other parts about 
Ironlhill and Beaulieu, of the. trees that 
grow oa them^ 

To 
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To eflbSb thU pwpofe tfa(^ sire ob%ed 
4x> purchafe the fecnefy of thofe whom tiiey 
Hsmploy ; but the emoluments arifiog from 
tthde depredations are more dian adequate 
to every demand of that vataie/^lt is even 
faid that fortunes have been amaffed by 
them ; and I am well affured that if more 
attention be not pai^ by thofe in <who(fe de- 
partment it lies, to t](ie fecurity<3^ the king's 
forefts, the effefiks of thefe plundws will, ere 
long, be feverely felt. As we went on, wc 
continually met tknber cairiages, loaded 
with fome of the fineft trees, which we 
had reafon to believe were not conveying 
to the royal yards. 

Proceeding on, for a considerable way, 
through a continued grove, we arrived at 
a hand poft, from which we expedled to re- 
ceive that information a hand poft irfually 
tjonveys to travellers ; but> to our 4ifap« 
pointment, we found it divefted of dtl k$ 
powers for that purpofe. 

As we entered the opening in which it 
ftood, we had a delightful view before us. — 

A well- 
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A weli-grouped dump of trees formed 
the fore-ground> while the woody fcreens 
of Lindhuril verged to an expanded vale ; 
the diftant uplands of Fawley intercepting 
the view of the fea^ 

On our right hand the foreft was no left 
gayly clad^ with a hamlet here and thero 
enlivening the fcene. The didant hills 
raided towards Hurft caftH where a glim«r 
meriBg %ht of the water ftole between thft 
Keedies and Lymington^ 

It was a view rattier adapted to the pencil^ 
than to pleafe every fpe6lator. — ^I'he malles 
were grand, with fine fweeps ;-~the dif- 
taaoes foft, and well coloured by the de* 
dining fun ;— the Ifle of Wight was nearii 
and rofe with majefty ;*-its clif& wece 
fweelily tinted by the all-cheering orb ;— - 
aod their chalky fides appeared as if on 
fire;*— while the mofs and (hrubs that 
thrived thereon contributed their (hare to 
rend^ them beautiful in the extreme. — Nor 
did its other promontories {how to lefs ad« 
vantage*—- The x)chres and predominant red. 

earths 
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earths ymre foft^ and blended in haniK>^ 
nknis confufion with each other. 

Still continuing our way over this un- 
couth and inceflant fod> we came to another 
hand poll, which, like the former, was no 
longer of any ufe ; — ^it had two points to 
it| but the infcriptions, that had once di- 
redted the doubtful traveller, were now 
obliterated. In fine weather this road muft 
be inviting ; but when the humid atmo-' 
fphere pours down its moifteriing drops, all 
the views it exhibits fcarcely repay the dif- 
agf eeablenefs that attends palling it. 

Croffing another glowing copfe, we en- 
tered a bleak furzy heath, enriched wiA 
fern and briars.— In a diftance, a moun- 
tain's fide covered with thefe, juft as they 
begin to turn and verge towards a bright 
ochre, are delicate colouring. — ^A hill thus 
coated on one part, and on another with 
oaks and alhes, at a diftance, with a full 
glow of the fun, about the clofe of day, I 
have particularly remarked to be fuperior 
to apy other, in woody drftances ; and it 

aflfordsL 
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affords every liberty in colouring.— Its fo- 
liage is more luxuriant to the fight, and 
more fully gratifies the imagination. 

. Aft*r * tiBdbttg ridfe fiibtti BuHi^fi, m 
Wrived at V'ltmk'i Pojid, the t^rftttioa ^ 
^ foWft towtfds Lymirtgteri, 1 tK^eV« 
th« laflfe iii which thfe plsksd is fitoitit^ it 
chiefly firequented by finugglers, whd, ifHI.* 
withftanding all the exertions of 'govern- 
loent) ftiil continue their Ul«^ ^a^^des, 
with fuctefs, in the fore(^« 

Indeed I kndw ndt a ptece wh«« they 
equld carry them on with grater fecurity, 
^>em being* an intfedibte itumbei* ©f «v»r 
nues through the woods, many of wlii^ ti^ 
feldom or ever frequented ; and when they* 
ire, tttdy by fportfiaert. 

fanning to the left, vm o&^ mmm*> 
lt*dd aiLymlngtonj fix)mwhkhp4itie-^> 
^fm tft» M out on Old: rotie n}^ ..^i^ 
tower hOk of the New Forea " \ 
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SECTION XXIX. 

F*R a few miles we pafled nothing but 
hedge rows; the Needles frequently 
^efenting thmifelves on our left ; whiki 
on the other fide a woody fcreen was thfe 
principal boundary^ with fcaroely any va- 
riation. 

Faffing Millford, we proceeded down the 
neck of land on which Hurft caftle (lands.—: 
For a tra6l of at leaft a mile this point is 
compofed chiefly of fand, without the leaft 
appearance of its ever having been moi^ 
elevated above high-water mark than it^ is 
atprefent. 

This caflle, as before obferved, was built 
by king Henry the Eighth, for a defence of 
the pallage between the coaft of Hampflurel 
and the Needles. — There is a garrifoilr 
ufually kept in it ; but it is novv of no g^eat 
Confideration.-r-The moft remarkftbte i^K 
cumftance relative to' it is, that king 
Charles the Firft, upon being removed 

frpm 
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flT>m Carifbrook caftie, was confined in it 
till he was carried up td London by ge- 
neral Harrifon, where, not long after, he 
was beheaded. 

Returning again to the road, we puy- 
fiied our intended track from Lymipgton 
to Ghriftcjhurch. — ^Several rural fc^es bor- 
der, on the road. — ^We cotdd not help par- 
ticularly noticing one, which lay about four 
miles from the firft-mentioned place, 

-' Near the five-mile ftone ftands, as we 
wfere informed, the feat of Mr. Lebrock.-** 
Being on an elevated ground, it has a very 
extenfive view of weft end of the Ifle of 
'Wigh^/ and alfo of the country th^t lies 
aroimd it.— The houfe is built of brick, of 
a qujad^angular form, and, as to its outfide 
appearance, is quite plain,-— .The covers that 
£yrround it are very beautiful, and fall gra^- 
dually and gracefully into each other.— f^'or 
9 fine air and a healthy fituatiqn, this mall^ 
fipn is certainly equal to any we had feen. 

/Xhe road takes a turn round the foot of 
N 2 Mr. 
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Mr. Lebrock^ grounds, and leads on till 
you arrive in fight of the feat of the earl oi 
Bute ; which viewed from hence, has vevy 
mudi the appearance of a ca(Ue<rf^ c(»i(ider- 
able ftrength. 

AlittleJbeTcxid^tSyafinailftreain, araf- 
fes the road, and forms a cafcade ;— -the fall 
is evidently the work of tart; however, when 
viewed from the bottom of its oouxfe, diOi;^h 
final], it hds a pleating dfed. . 

A gkxMiMaefs havii^ begun to gaidier in . 
Ike horizon, the aj^efaenfion of a ftorm 
haftened our fpeed. 

We had now a compfete prdrpe6l of the 
Dorfetihim hills ; but that ridgy track 
could not gire pieafure^ The downS'.that 
lonnedthebedof OirijEtdanrdiriver hada 
fulkn and gloouy ap p e aran ce, withoitt a 
fii^le fhrub, orl^leiATeKhBre, to fiaftea 
^leiir harflmefer 

Before the florm that was brooding all 
arofBid m vontcd its hmmd cenMrats, we 

reached 
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rc^ached the manfion of the earl of Bute, 
Knowing the tafte and judgment 'of this 
nobleman in all the polite and ufeful arts; 
we had indulged ourfelves with the pleaf- 
ing expectation of viewing his celebrated cclLm 
}e6lion of pictures. — ^This expectation how- 
ever, as often happens in a&irs of greater 
moment, was not to be gratified;— a ficknefs 
that prevailed in the family, and an apparent 
confufion among the domeftics^ obliged us to 
depart witho\it being able to prefent a der 
fcription of the houfe to our readers, 

. I had the pleafure of feeing feveral of the 
pieces that grace his lordlhip's rooms on the 
eafeL— Among thefe were fome by Mr. lb- 
betfon ; the fubjedl, fmugglers; which have 
fuflBciently eftabliftied the name of that ar- 
tift in the opinion of all thofe who have feen 
them.-~The beauty of the colouring, the cor- 
reCtnefs of the drawing, and the excellence 
of the cotnpofition, render them inferior to 
no modern productions. 

As we were deprived, from the befisre- 

mentioned drcumftances, of viewing this 

N 3 exquiiite 
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-cxquifite colle6lion, fo we like wife were of 
feeing any part of the infide of the houfe. 

« 

Its back front (for the other front being 
inclofed, we can give no account of it,) is 
what is generally termed fiiperb ; — ^to us 
however it appeared a confufion of build- 
ing, without elegance.— And was I called 
upon to jgive my fentiments of it, I Ihould 
fay, that I think the neat little manfion op- 
pofite to it, belonging to Sir Williani For- 
dyce, far fuperior in every refpe6l. 

* Leaving Lord Bute's feat, we continued 
the road to Chriftchurch, where the flowing 
* Avon had fpread its current over the ad- 
jacent meadows, and babbled acrdfs the 
road. 

About a mile before we entered the town 
of Chr ill church, we had ocular demonftra- 
tion of the fwdls this river is fubje6l to; 
which had been occaiioned by the exoeflive 
rains that had fallen dwing the latter part 
of our tour. 

Nor 
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" Nor was this the only fpot we viewed to' 
the fame difadvantage.— Yet ftill, through 
this gloomy robe, we could plainly per- 
ceive that . the neighbourhood of Chrift- 
church poffeffes many pititurefqlie attrac- 
tions« The valley down which the Avon 
meanders, was clad in thd livelieff vernal 
tints, and. exhibited a thoufand otgefts that- 
enchant the eye. 

Judging of Chriftchurch from the ac- 
count which we had received from fome 
gentlemen who had taken a view of it be- 
fore we did, we intended to have paffed it 
hxfilerice, arid almoft without beftowing a 
glance upon it ; but when we s^proached 
Ae town, we found ourfelves agreeably 
difappoiiited. 

It has not indeed to boaft of heatly-pavedi 
ftreets, or elegant manfions ; it however is 
poffeffed of what pleafes far beyond thefei 
namply, an engaging combination of foenes. 
Even at its entrance this is vifible; but 
at the bridge the ^iew is truly interefting. 
The Needles and the Ifle of Wight are a 
N 4 continual 
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Qoritim^r back^rp^nd tQ.it, with « %i9 
fpace of the fea mter\/9ning, whef^ si Y8r. 
ri^ty qf fubje6^s ipight b^ introduced^ 

Th» town w^ anciently oaU^ TwimiDr , 
bourne, ff(»n its' being fituated at the con-r 
fjiix Qf ^lie Avon «nd th« Stow, \vhich fo& 
a little below it jnto thct bi^y of Chriftchnrdu 
It received its prefent namq ftem the dadiii 
cation of its church to Chrift. 

R^rq ym ftWMRtly % pHory of fecntar 
oapon^, whi«b> fo ewly us the reigia of 
^ing ISdward the Confcpbc* con0(i^ of 
* dean And twenty-^fpur holy brothers.-r- 
T\m flciU^e was rebuilt ^fter the qwi* 
q^ued by Eanulph l<ambAr4* bi(hop of Duiy 
ham, who was fome time the deim { und Ha 
revenues were confiderably augmented^ir* 
iag the wign gf lung Heoiry the Firft. hj 
J^t^d de Redv«!f,.fiirJ of DevQnibkfl 
whofp iw, Earl Baldwin, about the year 
USQt by an »ppiie»tiP9 to th» popft pi»- 
,«ofed that thQ fecnlar ibould be diangedi 
Int'O T^uUtr om^ni of th^ ordtr oi^' St. Au* 
gui^Q, At its lupprei&>ii tb« mmiid rev- 
venues 



ym^m of tlm priory vrer^ vdlued at thMi . 
hundred and twelve pounds feven'fbUlings^ 

The odUegiate ^ureh, whi€h ii mm the 
pariih church* is a rich antique buUding* 
and confifts both of Saxon and Gothic ai*-* 
diitedture.— The form of it Is iin^ular^ 
and) in its external appearance, has per- 
luips a.greater variety of parta than moft 
others. 

I 

It& tower is' not h^^h, hat well ooniiru^-* 
«d, and the archite6ture, of it principally 
-GotWc, i 

The Qom&r of the tranfept, on the out- 
ikte, has a variety of carved embellinimefits; 
t^ueflyofSaKonworkmahfhip. Fiom hence, 
towards the eait, it affume^ many forms, and 
feriiunates at the eait window in a jnmble of 
wdutefturc 

The infide has undergone many vtottd 

than Cromwellian depredations, from the 

imtNcovements that have been made jk>m 

^ time to tnne in it."-Bat thefe beb^ infuf* 

iident 
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ilfent to oofiViHcfe lh6 world 6fa wilnt bf 
tifie and knowledge in their preBecellbrs, the 
prefent corporation have permitted a piece, 
of moble Cothic architecture to bd taken 
down, in order to make room for the erec- 
Idon of new feats for the accommodation of 
gentlemens^ families. 

> During' otir infpedlion of this fabric, we 
pa^ceived a carpenter chiffeling away^^ de- 
lightful piece of the arms of the Salifbury- 
family, to makeWy for a nail hfe was driv^ 
Jng.-^Vexed at fuoh a want of refpe<ft, not 
only to the family, but for the valuable re- 
mains of ancient fculpture, I could not help 
remtohlh-ating with th6 ftiipid atlimal bn the 
imprbpriety of his conduit ; but the otily 
anfwrar I received was a nod, and the addi-* 
tional:vexation of feeing the de(lru6tive inr 
firunient immediately applied to the neck of 
a lion, which conftituted one of the fiip» 
porters^ and with a ftroke off went his 
head/ ' 

Thofe who are as foiid of fe6ing antiquity 
as I fhb; wiUbeable to foitn fomeidea of what 
:% . I felt 
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1 felt upon the occafion.— However, atfe I 
found this was not a time to give vent totay 
chagrin, I civilly begged the precious frag** 
ment ; and while I preferve it in Gomme^ 
moration of the wife dire6tors of the pur-i'. 
pofed alterations, I often contemplate it aa 
a facrifice to ftupidity. 

On the right-hand fide of the x^oir, aH 
we advanced towards the altar, we {)erceived 
maay nearly obliterated veftiges of its an- 
cient beauty.— Among them was the recefs 
in which the'priefts ufed to hear 'the con-* 
feffions pf their penitential devotees. ' 

At the top of the fouth aile was formerly 
a fmall chapel, which is now converted into 
a vault, wherein many of Mr. Hinkfman^s 
family lie interred; We likewife obferv- 
ed in this vault, beautiful reli6b of the 
afms of feveral noble families; but they 
were too much obliterated to be made out. 
There are ftill remaining in it a few fmall 
figures in niches, and one principal one on 
its fide. 

Near the eaft window is the cha|>el of the 

Virgin, 
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Virgin, where once ftood a oonfiderabid 
number of effigies, inclofed in gothic arches ; 
but all thiafe within the reach of Qr«nwell's 
defpoilers have been pulled down> and the 
architedture likewife broker^. 

On each fide of this chapel are the re- 
mains of a tomb ; one of which appears to 
have been rebuilt with ftone brought from 
the Ifle of Wight; and a few fragments 6i 
the other dill indicate what it formerly was^v 

. On the left-hand as you advance towards 
the eaft window, there was anciently a dbcwr, 
which is now blocked up. 

Pppofite to this chapel, and at the back 
of the altar, is afhxed a large monument, to 
the memory of Charles Brander, Efq. who 
was a liberal fupporter of this borough.— 
The only obje^on to be made to this mo- 
nument is, that a very confiderable quantity 
of fine workmanfhip has undergone tt^ 
mallet to n^ke room for it . 

At the top cf the north lule is another 

chapel 
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ehdpel of the fume natuit^ as that in which 
Mr. Hinklman's family lie interred; but 
ftill more mutilated than that. In every 
vkbe the figures are de{hx)yed, and all its 
beauties lie a wreck to Oliv^ian licentiouf- 
ncfs. 

As we defcended this aile, a number of 
iteaent tombs prefented themfelves, buf: 
Without date or infcription.— Three ham- 
mers^ as a creft, appeared on on^ of them, 
unattended by any other memento. ^ 

Cfei, the ieft-^hand of this aile we afcended 
a flight of fteps, whkh led us into a chapel, 
buthr by one of the counteH^ of Salilbury . 
Th^ ftone of which it is conftru6ted isper- 
£&6Uy ire(h^ and appears unaltered in any 
ibftpe by time. The workmanftiip, which 
k in imitatkm of the Gothic^ is light and. 
rify, with a confiderable degree of tafle. 

This part, however, has not been left 
witJKout a token of the vifitation of the 
f poiiers beforo referred to ; for oa the top 
-of the chapel, V/liere the aims of the Salif- 

bury 
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bury and two other £uiiHies appenr to have 
be9n> th^ ufiial ddapidations are vifible. 

Continuing dill lower^ on the left-hand 
towards the door, is a tomb, on which lies 
the figures of a man and woman, the form^ 
dad in armour, the latter in the drefs of the 
ragn of Henry the Seventh. — ^The image 
of the man is fix feet feven inches in length> 
that of the woman rather lefs than fix feet.. 

Our guide aflured us that thefe two figure^ 
were fuppofed by the people of the town to 
f e|Mrefent Cerdic, king of the Weft Saxons, 
and his queen ; but as this cathedral, thougb 
originally a Saxon ftru6lure, was c^:taii|ly 
not ere6led in the time of that prince, and the 
armour, &c. ^e of a fubfequent aera, we 
could not coincide with th^m in their ofi^ 
nion. The. effigies being much defaced, 
not the leaft trace of letters or figures are to 
be found by which the date might be af- 
certained. ' , 

As we entered the choir^ the feats fear the 
college youths,; and thpfi; fpr tiie chiprch 

eftablifhment. 
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flAablifhment, fudb as are to be found in all 
qathedrals^^ att^6ted oiir nbtipe ; many of 
them being curioufly carved with whipGiQfa) 
figures. 

Proceeding on a marble pavement, we ad- 
vanced to the altar, where a ludicfous dif- 
play of characters, ill «idapted to the lacred 
fpot, appeared oyer the conimunicm t^ble^* 
Among them a group, I f^ppofe intended 
to reprefent the Trinity, excited Our rifibl^ 
feculties. There were likewife-ftime other 
characters equally ridiculous, formed af|er 
the; conception of thofe, tiniest when the 
bigQtted id^ of the monk direCbad t&e do^ 
figns of the artift.. , / . ; 

' Returning to the well door, >ve ob(ervedg 
MififmaU deflc. Fox's ff Book of j^artyrs i% 
and underneath Jt a cheft, invwhich were 9 
variety of other <>ld books upon religious and 
eocl^aftical fubjedts. 

The building on the infide is lofty, and 
jfeems to be unihaken by Time. We could 
not caft our eyes around this venerable pik 

without 
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t?it)i6iit odting to Teodeainbraiiee Mihoftll 
enchanting ddcription of tbe kifide ti • 
cathedral: 



The high embow£d loo^ 

With antique pillars mafly proof, 
Aad fltttied winlows richlyd^^ 
CaAii^ a dim icUgioiis lig^ 

Neaf the bridge are dw renu^s of ifl 
old came, the felkks of vrhich barely ftrvtf 
to convince us that it oiioe pdftfled fiMM 
ftpcngthk 

Chriftchorch is ft large populous ^^taee^ 
in which a ooniklerable nsttiufa^tai^^ is cAN 
tiedonofliik {lockings and. glovei Itseeifi* 
poration cohfifts of a mayoti a tedOfdav 
aldermen, bailiff, and a common council ; 
ahd It fends two members itb pttfUttuent, 
vAkj are eledled by a majority df littfgffibi 
#^Idfl and vrtthout f)ie borougli. 
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SECTION XXX. 

HAVING paired the night here, we 
rofe with pleafure as foon as the day 
broke, int^ding to breakfaft at Ringwood, 
and take advantage of a morning thaf beam- 
ed gliadnefe to every eye. The atmofpkere 
was ferene, and brilliant; Jiot a fingle 
doud floated in it to intercept the innumer- 
able beauties that decked the vale of Avon. 
The current of that river gently glided on, 
nor fei)t forth a murmur but what was bar- 
njionious ; while tranfcient glows played 
upon its furface, and difiufed around a thou- 
land attractive charms. 

The oppofi^e hills of DbriietflHre raided 
.4ofe to th^ water's edge, and though low^ 
rofe with beauty. I here term that beauty^ 
rwhichfeen' at another time, would, I am 
well convinced, be but a poor obje6t, from 
its want of colouring and fubject.— But at 
this crifis, while -the beams of the great lu« 
minary,ri(ing from his watery couch, threw 
ov» the firadlured mountain's brow a variety 

Vol. II. O of 



of tints, both in chafte keeping/ and har^ 
mony of Golours ; we viae prefented with 
one of thofe fcenes, which a fudden view of, 
nearly bereaves us, for the inftant, of every 
other faculty ; — a fcene, that while we paufe 
upon it, erdivem every idea, and vibrates 
through the wbde frame, 

<' In wilder'd rapture loft, and roving thought." - 

Of fuch a nature were my feelings, on be* 
holding the variegated beauties of the vale 
of Avon ; to give a clefcription of them ade- 
quate to thofe fenfations is not in the power 
of my pen. 

Could Ifo far diveft myfelf of mypr^fent 
reli^ous fentiments as to f^k out for another 
objedt of woHhip, oertainly no created di- 
vinity would fo ibon attract my devotion a$ 
that wonderful luminary whieh lights up 
the morning, and excites with hii flrft beams 
fuch delightful fenfirtions in the huknan 
breaft. 

How beautiful are the efieAs of a fttrt^i* Jfe, 
defcribed by Langhorne in his •'Hytoh to 

the 
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the rififlg Sun ;"" \vhich he makes a part dF 
the morning devotions of Solyman^ and 
in which he ftiles the great fountain of 
light and life/'* Tbe Golden Godr So 
finely has that pathetic writer conceived, md 
fo deeply does he appear to adore the break- 
ing mom, that one could almoft believe him 
to be a real inhabitant oif Irwari's vale. — Be- 
ing mod applicable to the fubje£t I am 
upon, I fhall tranfcribe from it the two fol- 
lowing ftanzas: 

«' From the red wave rifing brighti 
" <' Lift on high thy golden head ; 

*« O'er the mifty mountain, fpread 
•* Thy fmiling rays of orient light I 

<< O hafte, and fpread the purple day 
«< <y*t :lll the wide arherial ray. 
«< Natiire mourns at diy delay: 
«* God of glory hafte away f* 

Lamohorne's Solyman and Almcna 

A few years ago fome lines were addreffed 
to the public, after viewing Mh Oainf-? 
borough^s gallery, by an imkttown hand, 
who, enraptured with the j»*odiidions of 
the greatdt artift, that for an ^a6l con- 
formity to Engliih nature, this kingdom 

O 2 6ver 
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ever coidd boafl:^ exprefles the exquifite fatis- 
&6tion he felt, in an elegant little poenif 
ivhich, if I recolle6l right, for I fpeak from 
memory, eommraces with the following 
fianzas: t. . 

" Whoe'er the glowing impulfe knows, 

" By Genius only given, 
" Will feel the pleafures it beflows, 

" The firft on this fide heaven ; 

" Thus bleft with talents to adorn, 

<* With thee, the town we leave, 
«« To watch the dewy break of mom, 

'« Orcrimfon blulhof eve," ^ 

Such was the pleafure we received from 
this morning's ride, which, for a continu- 
ance of beautiful foenes, equalled any we 
had enjoyed during our routp ; it poiMing 
a combination of all that the warmeft lover 
of the pi6hirefque could wilh for. 

The right-hand hills feparated us from 
the weftern extremity of the foreft, and 
.varied but very little in their appearance 
till we arrived near Ring wood. The op- 
pofite ledge or ridge of Itorfetlhire hills had 

rather 
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raj:her a barren look ; there was, however, 
fome beauty in the difpofition of them. 

The Avon, which meandered between us 
and the laft named promontories; charmed 
us by its variety and * Terpentine forms .^ — 
Not unfrecjuently it prefent^ a lake fcene. 
Then the reflexions on its lucid bofom were 
beautiful ;— while itstranfparency and bril - 
liancy greatly tended to .eoliyen each curve. 

The Avon is one; of thofe rivers whofe 
ftream is always pleafing-r-— Even a con- 
tinuance of heavy rain cannot rob it pi its 
tranfparencyw — ^HoweVet difturbed it might 
be,itdear$itfdfagaininafewhoiurs* Addi- 
fon's beautiful fimUe of the perturbed fbre^m 
blooming a^ain limpid, is fo very a^Iplicable 
to this river, that to introduce it here may 
lead the reader to an idea of its beauty. 

^' Thus the pure limpid ftream, when foul with ftains 
<' Of nifliing torrents, anddefcending rains, 
" Works itfclf clear ;,and as it runs refines ; 
•« 'Till, by degrees, the floating mirror fliines, 
'* Reflefts each flower that on the border grows, 
'' And a new heaven in its fair bofom (hows. 

Addison's Cato. 

O3 Water 
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- Water that is frelh has by no means either 
the djverfity, or the beauty of tmts, which 
the fea produces. — The latter are pecu- 
, liarly confpicuous on a very ftormy day ; 
when fudden rays flioot from the fun. — At 
thofe inftants, a beautiful light green ir 
partially prefented.—- From the minute ob- 
fervations I have frequently made during 
fuch'ftorms, I have always had the pkafure 
of feeing thefe tranfhions. 

Nothing can give a landfcape greater 
beauty than the variety before ddciibed.— 
The pencil of Barret was peculiarly happy 
in it —And in general we find him par^ to 
lake fcenes ; which he executed in the higheft 
ftile. A pidlure of his of Dolbadon CafUe, 
on Llanberris Lake in North Wales, was-the 
completed attempt of the kind lever beheld. 
— Scarcely two waves were of the fame hue ; 
and yet all fo finely harmonized that the 
piece appeared to be a fcene of real Nature. 

We met with little more than the vale 
juft fpoken of to gratify the fight, till we 
arrived near Ringwood; where the right- 
hand 



( w ) 

♦ 

hand fcaies introduced thofe parts of the 
Ihfefk we had trayerfed two days before. — It 
appeared from this point of view rather bar- 
ren ia the o&kip ; but» as it ufually does^ 
' ioft itfelf in woody fcreens. 

The entrance to Ringwood from this road 
is rather ks meaneft part.^-f-It is without di- 
v^tty.rHOn the oppofite Ihore a phmtation 
of pipes ikirted the river, and terminated.at 
theljridge; 

Bingwood, thoi^h fmall, is one of liie 
prtnmpal towns near this part of the New 
Fwwft; t0 which may be added^ that it is 
]«k^ife the principal poll, town on the road 
li^fng from London and Southampton in- 
to DprXetfliire. Some few manufactures, 
of 00 ^eal; note, are can'ied on here ; but 
what this pltne is chiefly &med for is its 
beer, which both for its (Irength and flavour 
is deCaryedly celebrated, not only through- 
out England, but in many foreign coun- 
tries* . 

4t is undoubtedi^ a place of ^eat anti^ 
64 quity; 
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qiuty ; and is thought by fome to be tlie 
Roman (lation mentioned in Antoninus by 
the namie (rf Regram, This however is con- 
travoted by others, who place Regnum at 
Chidiefter. 

A eircumftance "which is recorded among 
the hifli^rical events of the laft century adds 
fomething to the celebrity of this town . The 
unfortunate, duke of Monmouth, afker his 
defeat at the battle of Sedgemorei in the 
year 16859 having found means to dude 
hk purftiers^ efcaped to the n^ghbourhood 
of Ringwood» vih&e he was at length^f:^ 
covered in the ditch of 'a pea-iidd» tonmatmi 
!wi]th fern. In his pocket were fome green 
peafayOfiiwhich vegetable he 4S&id to have 
iwbfifted for two days. Being taken ipri- 
foiier^ he; was confined in this town t9i he 
wias removed to London, where, he Ibon af* 
ter was beheaded. 

. Leaving' Itingwood we -entered liie vale of , 
Avon, which now began to expand, and to 
enlarge its beauties. — Its breadth here was 
- onQder^y greater than in the parts we 

had 
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liad palled beibre^^-^with a landfcape mwe 
rural than romantic. 

It ftill» however, preferved its beaatte^ 
and afforded continual proof of its tmboumi-' 
ed variety.— Its veft confided of aisi unintar^^ 
Txvpt/tAgay furface, with fine winding curves 
of the river, which were broad and tranf^ 
parent. * - --•-* '•■•' 

The oppofite fhories are well wooded'l ail 
appearance that tended to promote the at- 
tTMSkions df the Avon .»— Several iiamleti at 
(hort diftances, break lirom the wood^ with 
hereiatdi there the tow» of a Village church. 

' About three miles beyond Ringwobd, the 
road opened to a noble exparife of* Watef, 
where the fore-grounds were well adapted 
to. the fcaies.i— The Avon at this fpot re- 
ceived many additional beauties from its 
fituation. — The (hores on both fides were 
-well wooded; — and the hills ranged rather 
in pleafing than pidhirefque lines. 

Our route this day along the verge of the 

river. 



river» was ddk^htiul asn to thei vieu9» and 
agreeable in every other refpe6t. — The 
greateft abatement to our fatisfa6tion was 
the*tiot having thechamurof the New Foiieft 
confiftntfy within fighf^on our right-*liand» 
whfdi would have mided grmideur to the 
feene. The bills, however* which ranged 
on that M^ w^e alternately wooded ;^ bat 
fometimes they appeared barren, and ^n* 
fequently not altogether grateful to the 
fight. 

Tlie whde of the road in point oii^em, 
proferved a xifear refembldnpe to i^Hat /vve 
had ptifled iminediately aittr y^ fepd \t& 
Rmgwood; and continued the fame till we 
arrived at Fordkigbridge, a town- fituaited. 
about fix miles from dwt plaoei 

From the appearance^ of FordiiigbridgOs^ 
when viewed at the diftance of a milei a 
traveller would be led to fuppoie it a place 
of much greater confidenition than on a 
nearer approach he finds it to be. — ^At that 
diifance the church itfelf conveys an idea of 
toope grandeur than it really poflefies. 

However, 
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However, if the town of Fordingbridge is 
neither great nor grand, the outikirts of it 
are fafcinating to a degree.— A variety of 
alluring pi6turefque fcenes form a continu4 
kncUcape^ The combination of forergrounds 
about the town, and in the adjacent vaikgr^ 
aflbrd interdiing and &tisfa£);ory fubje^. 
for the pencil. , ., 

. * 

Some years ago, confiderable nuinufac- 
tores of checks, bed-^icks, &c. wore carried 
on in this place ; but through the exorHtantf 
wages required by the workmen, they hmre 
fidlen into decay. The bufinels of calico 
pnnting was Itkewiiie eftabUOied hete, and 
cainried on for fome tinoue with fuco^s ; but 
wpm the Baop account, has been put a flop 
to. — The former branches have indeed* 
w^tlun thefe few years fomewhat x«vived, 
hmt not to dMt ext^t they were onoe car- 
riedbiL. 
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SECTION XXXI. 

INTENDING to reach SaKlbuiy that 
» night, aad in our way to purfue the 
QQivfe.of the AvQB» we departed from ¥o9td^ 
iiigbf i^e in the afbernoonj, and niade for 
Dunckton» ori as the country people call it, 
Downton. 

On the right hand, as we left Fording- 
bridge, a group of coppices, Qalled the 
hanging woods, ranged all along the eaft- 
ern ftiores of the river to Bunckley • This 
manfion appears to have been of fome 
fipading, and 'is the principai, gentlanan's 
^t near the road. The groudds romid 
it are extenfive, but not of fuch a kind as 
to .prove very pleafing to the fight. . We 
did not ride up to the houfe; but from 
the account we received of it at Fardiog* 
bridge, we (hould not probably have found, 
after thofe we had already feen, any thing 
in the internal part that would have repaid 
our lofs of time, 

! From 
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From hence we palled on, without pa*- 
ceiving any material alteration in the fcene, 
till we arrived near Brimmer, the feat of 
Sir Edward Hulfe. The appearance of 
this houfei from the road is not fuch as to 
attradt any particular attention.-^-^tandihg 
on a lawn that gradually afcehdg, without 
any (hrubberies diredlly at its bads, it looks 
cold and naked. As to the building itfelf, 
it Teemed to be ancient, but at the fame 
time devoid of any leading principle, ei- 
ther of beautyor air inefs.—^The gable ends 
in particular are difguftfiil to the %ht. 

Continuing the road, we rdde'on without 
being gratified v^th a (ingle glance of r^' 
beauty. ~- A cold chill meadow, with a 
number of r^ular channels cut through 
its furfaoe, for the purpofe of retaining 
water to be applied to the ufes of bleach- 
ing^ was continually catciiing the fight; 
nor did we find any variation in the fcene 
till we arrived near Downton ;— -there the 
woody uplands of the foreft once more 
cheered us, and conftituted the leading 
feature of the landfcape. 

Dunckton 
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DuiiGkioni or Downton, is a long fltag'- 
^ing ootmtry town» ratiier pleafing to lodk 
•t ; but we could not obferve any trait in 
or about it that deferved conmieinoration. 

The rood fitnn henoe was etxitimially 
hemmed in between hedge rows, till we ar- 
rived near Longford ariUe, the feat of the 
earl of Radnor. The grounds bdoc^^n^ to 
this manfion are fpadous, and combined 
with great tafte. Thofe parts of the park 
wfaioh lie adjacent to the road are well plant- . 
ed, and form many noUe reoeffies. 

On an devated fpot, about half a mile 
firom the caftle, towards Sdilbury j^am, a 
mod compete and delightful view of 'it is 
to be had.— From this pcnnt of view it 
'fciems to bnrft from a wood, wMch- re» 
Ueves it withftnazing eafe, and gives a p«r- 
fe6l idea of wittt Nature caa do tewards 
beautifying- her dcfiggs» 

Fleeting fhadows iUd ov^ the fanwmA^ 
vng ccnferst and left the prindpti 11^ on 
the principal oljea» the cs^fer B^indllJie 

woods. 



.woods, tlie Avon* ^rhukhAd alinqftdeicttAd 
ti8 linod our kavingi Fardin^inri^, faiuat* 
ered in fweet ferpeotiiies up the lovely vale; 
ivhile the diftanoe was compofed of the hilla 
of White parifln and dnded with the woody 
prombntorifis of tlie Hew Foreit 

From the. fpot at wluch we viewed tMs 
tnaniion, its wings ap{>eared to terminate 
with two roand towers^ pi^iurefque in a 
diilanoe, and jJeafinj^, I doubt not, whoi 
near. — Its fituation is low ; — ^tt is howev^ 
a confpicuous ofajedi from the hills, far 
jnany miles round.— We faw it from the 
fi^Emiit of Wbtte-paurifti hill, and afterwards 
item the oppofite {daios, in mir rout«from 
Saiybtiry to Slon^enge; 

The day begituni^ to cloTe apace, we had 
not; time to view the miide of it, which we 
QMwdi regretted, a»we wa«e informed that 
his U>rdfhip'8 ooUedioa di pi^lm^ is wdl 
ijWirth ferang. 

The road from krd Radiior^ to Salilbury 
is finely touched by Natiire^'««The wood, 

that 
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tbst diTplayed iiii»nant beamies tx) 

vras rurally enlivened by a biify mill^ anii 

formed a pleding foene* 

A variety of olgedls/ continued to enter- 
tain us till we arrived at the fummit of 9 
finali hill» from which we had a view of the 
city of Salifbury . — ^In one of the lovelieft 
vallies England can boaft/ well verdured 
with towering oaks and ehns, and equally 
well watered^ (lands that city. 

Its appearance from this point af]R)rds but 
an indifferent idea of its extenfivt&nefs, — Its 
afpe^ is not fo confufed as many large 
town$9 but rather grand, and agreeable to 
the fight. In fhprt, Saliftniry is one of 
thofe cities that a general view of cannot 
fail of giving fatisfadiioh to the mofi tra- 
veled f pe6tator.-— The fpire of its cathedral 
as well as its parochial churches, ex^tii^ 
their tower$ .'above the fuirounding trees, 
are obje6ls that demonftrate : its QSiteot, 
without offending by their confufion. — The 
valley iikewife, down wluch thie Avon Witids, 

, . drops 
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drops before the woody fcreehs, and conti- 
nO^^y amu&s the eye. 

We foand the foil here to confift of a 
cBfftrent fubftance from any we had lately 
paiifed ;'i-:an almoft entire chaBc dotbed the 
furfaoe of the road throughout the whole 
<tf the way, over the downs, to SaUfbwy. 

The moft diftant hills towards DevisM^ 
(or, as it is ufually termed, the Devizes,) 
iid not appear to us to exceed in height 
tlie pinhade of the datibedral ;-»«»and after-^ 
wards, on our arrival at Stonehenge, from 
diecurfory view we had of it, we were ivatn 
ther^conviaced of the gr^t heighi of tlw 
ipire:7^'We were informed tlwt it is vi^. 
fible on that road at the diftance off eighteen 
miles. — ^But if we confider the depth of the 
Tallieis between thofe two plaoes for the fitft 
flirie niiles, the compated dKVam^ of Stone^ 
henge "Stem Saliibiir j, it cannotexcted fkk 
miles in a paraUel Biie ; and the remainir^ 
part of the eighteen miles will of coxirfe be 
jproportionably fbortened* - 

. VouU. P The 
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Themdft pka&nt and pidtur^u&f^^ 
of SalKbury, and of the copious yiQey>m 
which it lies, that fell under our notice, ^N^ 
from White-parifli hill — ^The promontories 
of Alderbury comnyxi hannonioufly bceak 
the fines, and form a nofak b&kip.»-»-No|r 
are the plains b^ond thoDi Ids engaging. ;-nr 
they rife boldly, and fwe^ing. in e\ogu^ 
forms, at laft lofe themfelves in the hopr 
«». .-...:=} 

This fpecies of difiant fulij«^ wetiifil 
the pendl of Claude Lorraine paiticn)as)f 
happy in.— Whenever he paint^ » diilbno^^ 
for a landfeape, he feeins fiudioufly- 1i»/k9^ 
watched the varying operations of Nature, 
and obferved that rmattia of U««fihgHhe 
earth'vnth the atmofphere; ■. ,■ \ a wA-^-il 

Thefe foenes are frequenUy Jeeft in«an 
open c(»uitry, both at the danm of dajt 
and the dofe of the evening. — In many 
parts of Scotland, wh«i the . d«svy ftb- 
ftances begin to lower upoo^ die moulEbi 
tains, the peafants' who arte ati a difiaods 
from home, aware of tl^ jappmadmig 

darknefs. 
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^btrkneJb) repair with all fpeed to their cot<^ 
Ittges and cabbins ; and the traveller haftens 
Ho the next town. 

-'There is alfo anotheir ftile of painting 
prSt&tXed by that great mafter, which con- 
vinces mci of the beauty every pidlure re-t 
tieives by blending the aerial texture with 
ih^ grt>fl^r elements^ and that is in his fea 
pieces; in which he peculiarly excelled; 
dhd wherever he introduced a mift or fun-» 
fet on thef water, he fd foftly touched ob- 
je6l8 oft it^ and in Ifuch fine harmony, that 
he always conveyed more to the mind than 
h& exprdlbd on the canvas. 

'Hisilile of painting, though undoubted- 
ly admired by all, is in goieral copied but 
by few.— We find many modern artifts who 
never think of paying any attention to this 
folgedl:,— «I mean that of painting a diftance. 

' I fekiom recoUeft to have feen any con- 

fiderable difiance in Mr. Morland's works ; 

^e want of which I frequently regret. 

Since the deceafe of Mr, Gainlborough, I 

' P 2 may 
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Itaay £dely avow this artid to be as ooiteA 
an Englilh copier of Nature as any of thd 
prefent time. — Indeed, from the oUervationa 
I have been able to make when I have com^^ 
|Mredlii5 pieces with the produ^bns ofVtL^ 
ture^ as I have frequmtly done, I thinbi 
may pronouns him to be unrivalled. / 

S«U(biiry pUin, and the opiiiitry arowKl 
it have* as a leading feature, very estBOft 
five di(Unoes;'-iiiany of them too wath 
b ;^-4>ut thofe wMch look townrds Htaaf* 
(hire are all that the poUet can yt&L 



SECTION 



•( «^s ) 



t::. i SECTION XXXII. 

arvECLINING an eafy defcent, we enters 
m^ ed Salifbury by two bridges that crda 
the river. — ^The entrance to this city,, at 
lirft fight, muft prepoffefs a ftranger in its 
iaVour.-— On the feft-hand a nenpart or \vall 
Wilh fattttleinent&, runs between a ftream o£ 
dfiaoT: ym^tir and the road, which eBockn«# 
pafi» wj»t it terimd the cbfe} withm 
this the eathedral ilatids. Clear flreains 
of water pafs th?€iugh almoft ^very ftreet m 
Saliibury ;rr-and in many of them there is 
pne on each fide. 

--The ctofc iat principally inhabited by the 
gentry, and thofe .who ofiidafe at the cathe^^ 
dral ; the eftabliftiment of which confifts of 
a.faiiihep, dean» precentor^ chancellor, three 
archdcacora, a fubdw»,a febchanter, forty- 
^. prebendaries^ fix vicarsy fix finging mdng 
ei^t chorif^s, an organtft, and other oik 
Stars.. 

. Thsfiv&fotaderoflheprefeat cathedra} 
P 3 was 
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yf3S bifhop Poore, who carried it on durtng' 
his life time ; but it wiijs not till forty yettfS 
after, and having been under the direftions 
of two others, that it was finifhed by Giles 
de Bridport, the bifliop of the diooefe-at 
that time, 

' Like many other of our ancient cathedritlil 
^nd churches, it is built in the fditn of e^ 
crofs. — ^The archite6lure of it is funpleaEod 
flights — ^The fpire, though fo high, appea» 
to be ftill unfhaken by time. To infure it» 
perpetuity, it was coated by fir Chriftt^bft* 
Wren with plates of iron, and with faand^' 
-ages of the fame. — By means of this proc^* 
according to the opinion of thofe who have 
ftitveyed it, it is rendered as fihn and dur- 
able as when firft ere&ed. 

We here unfortunately again traced that 
feeble method of beautifying we have fo 
often cenfured.— Within thrfe few yeafs, 
the principal part of the infide of this an 
thedral has been white-waftied, and of ODurfe 
blemifhed. — ^And in endeavouring to imitate 
the! intervening lines betweai each fionci 

they 
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titt^y have drawn laige difim>portkmatq 
^1^1^ lines ;-— evidently the eife6t of miflak& 
9(d. ]gi>oraQce. ^ 

-r. Un^r thefe roofs are not to be traced the 
repmins of fo many crowned heads as we 
noticed in the cathedral at Winchefter. We 
$Qd that kkig Henry the Second f ummoned 
]ys( parliament to meet him here ; and this 
"fuM done in feveral of the fubfequent reigns ; 
^t Salifbnry. was never regarded by the 
«arly fovereigns with that attention Win- 
c^^bsr appears to have been .«-"* Whether 
tlH^ prooeeded from the latter city lying 
tf^vet to the {ea, or to its being a place of 
grater antiquity, and the ancient feat of the 
Welt Sax^a kings^ I will not take upon me to 
determine. 

y Themoft particular ol^ea that attra^^ed 
<mr attention in' the cathedral of Salifbury 
was, the fi^ied*glais windows by Mr. Pear-^ 
fon, thefubjeft ^ Mofes and the Brazen Ser- 
pent ;" aft^ a drawing by Mortimer. — ^This 
b^i^ a prefent to the church by the earl 
of RadnoTf his lordlhip's arms were placed 
P 4 over 
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over it ;«^^4xit during a tempeftaoiss higiif ; 
the latter were blown down and dallied ita 

pieces. 

: We were informed thai this buildiiig ficm- 
tauis as many windows as there are d^sr 
in the year ;*-**^as many marble juUays as tbcre 
an fac4irs:;-^ahd as many gates as there are 
hinar revolutions. The t^ of {H*oving the 
truth of thefe trivial remarks we had nditho: 
time nor inclination to undertake. 
"" ♦ ^ • » . 

Its extwnal Bppearanoe in general ia-^* 
^ht» «ind -dky ; — ^the defign deliottttti «ia<i 
finely touched ; ->~ nratoef$ tlm peevfu^og 
idea {^-'«nd. a thorough knowledge of ts«o 
talle confpicuaits in every part. 

As the interior parts have nothing vay 
Iptereiting in them to boeft of, partieulvly 
in the^iooaumental way, th^ cjmi of which 
confiil of the remmns of fome of it^..^" 
(hops, and a few nobles of no very-coiili* 
derabk note» we fhaU not eat^ into a mi~ 
pute defcraptiofl of theoi. r 

The 
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^ The citj of New Sarum, ot SaHftmrj^, is 
« YeguIaTi dean, arid hcautifiil fpDt.t^The 
buildii^ me in generallow^ batnriiform ; 
except in the clofe, where they rather re- 
Ibmfale ip quiitniefs and geatility the p^ts 
loading out of Portmaa<-%mar^;; aad fomo 
(Itber3 3t the weft end of Londoii. 

< Thfe market-place 19cewife fomis a fpad^ 
Wn» fqunre, and gives an ?iiry lightnefs to 
the whole city. — At the fouth-fide of.it, till 
lately, ftood the town-hall; but not long 
9^ it mm. confumed by fire. — ^Sinee which, 
|;he earl of RadQor has liberally granted hii 
fiqipcsrt and encouf ag€)iQent towgrd^ build^ 
iiiig a new one. When we were there, the 
foundalion only was laid; but according to 
the information we received from a gentle^ 
xaaa inl the archite6tiiral line, reiident in 
8tfU(lmfy< yte S£ce enaUed to fay, tl^t thc^ 
jplati after ^^hich it is to be built| is at once 
coBvenktil; and elegant. 

7h« .maiiuiadhtfed of .Salifbtiry confift of 
flannels and cloths; — ^beiides which it has 
for many years acquired a name^ and not 

without 
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withGWft ia juft pretefifion to it, for hmtig 
irrived at a very great degree of pctSeS&om 
ki the ^iihing of oatiery and jewellery. > . o 

•5' • ! rit 

In thepolifh of fteel we had always heardi 
tfat they difplayed uncommon (kiil ; .part»« 
calarly in fcifl^s, for the beauty of whidft 
their fame far extends ; but we never heard 
tQl now the reafoA of their besng fold at fot 
extravagant a price as the molt curious of 
them'are, > j- ': • . ^ . . i. ' > 

• Amongotheranecdbteewhiclirare'Telaiei 
by the people of the toWri to account for dtj 
{Irangers are toldi upon ex]!>reffiliga fur* 
prize at the great price that is( demanded for 
feiffars, that the famous Nell Gwyttn g*v6 
fifty pounds for a pair.— That ' the implex 
meats of this fort made here ai^ of' an ex^ 
odleiit quality, there is no doidst; but'whj^ 
the example of that celebrated demirep 
ihould have any inlkenoe in exciting ^^ 
ladies of the prefent times to give an extra* 
ragant price for them, is yet «o be^coount-^ 

Nor 
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Kor is tlie care they tatke to r«i^ the 
srticles they deal in fuperior .to tho& o£ 
4>ther iiianiifa6iiirear$ lefs confpicuQUB >thaift 
th^ attention in vending them ;~- their 
fiiops are no leia brilliaat than their goods 
are valuable. The exlubition of their v^ai«a 
6Koeeds a]mo(\any thiii^ we iee in London; 
and tafte without tawdrinefs is difplayed< byi 
the generality of the Ihopkeepers* 

This city f^ds twomemberstoparlwngif^^ 
end is governed by a mayor, a high itew- 
ird> a reocHr^er, a deputy recorder* twenty. 
fimr aldermen, thirty comnuMi-couiicil n^ 
a fxwm dcrky-and three ferjeaoatsat mace. 

i muft not omit one peculiarity (and « 
pvaifis^wotthy peculiarity it is) relMivetd 
Stdifbury, before we take our leave of-it-f^, 
Much t6 the credit of the corporation, «t 
every avenue -of the city is written in hargb 
eharadtevs, an order for the non-adnt^BkNi 
of vagrants and itinerants of all deferipr 
tioas. — ^And ui coufeqnenoe of tlus r^^nk^ 
tk>n, duly inforced, a beggar, th^t comnuHi 
. peft 



pc^ to many other foemingly wcfi^i^ulfited 
citify is fcarcely ever to be feen in it.~«ibi 
•xample> that if tiKxre gieneraUy fyXkmeii^ 
iwould put a ftop in a great meafure to ^ 
knpofitibns of that iiioft u&Ieis and imde? 
ferving clafs of the fociety^ common men-^ 
^kants; who too often avert thefireamof 
^rity from more worthy ob^eds. 

We foi^nd Sali{bury to contain a greato* 
Itwaber of pelke and refpeftabie iak^- 
4aAta than moft inland tdwm or cttie» uftif 
idly do.; , the trade of it is conffqneiitlj ina 
JAonrilhing ftate» and peace and pknty fiNOl 
to.)\a.ve taken «p thekr. abode lifithiii in 
boundaries. 

3: , ' ■ ■ ' 

,-; : About a mile to the northward of the oi^ 
iiea Old Sarum ; a fpot that forks nitiqmti|F 
jX>uld not fail of attraiSting our attention.^ 
It Was undoubtedly a place of eOnfider^^ 
/confequenoe in the time of thelHoHiam* tnd 
4H-c^bly was held befwre by t\» Bnl9fi»» Tlw 
Ji&mofa bad a Aationhere; and itb^y-gawe a 
iedipipus proof of tfieir \vi^-kiKtv\|n)}Bitiiiiy 
experience, in fixing on this fpot, as fix)m its 

elevated 
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eldysoedr fitiwtion it oomniands the gr^teflf 
^jwrt of the adjacent couritry.t-The name 
^yen to it by the Romans was SorUodumm f ' 
and their great road, called Ikening^ftreet; 
extended to ita caftern gate. 

« We here found the opinion we had cm- 
tertained rdative to the citadel o£Cari{brool9 
caftle confirmed. Even though the heighth 
of this fiDrtrefs is confideraUy greater thsys 
that of the before mentioned callle^ yetthepo 
are feveral wells in it, yftikki appear to have 
formerly had afufBcient fupply of water. — 
And a^ tbde wells were undoubtedly ftftik 
by.the Hornaos for the aocommodation el 
thegarrifon, there is the greateft probdbiiity 
i^oin thk:&nUiarity of every circumftan^ 
ftmt the well at Carifiirookwas alfo dugfaji 
tf^ peoples and thatithe Ccartrefs, of courfet 
had been in their pofleflion. ^ 

t TImk aiid(|tie place h»'fikrnifhed a ISb-* 
J69^ of ipdcoktion &fr the antiqiiarians'^'df 
^tusSe laM^ agte/**«Indeed 'die yaierable aj>« 
^peiranae^ipf hi remains render it worthy jof 
tb^ minuteft refearches«-— If not a Britifli, 

it 



k b idiowed to have been a Roman fhrtrdfk ; 
--wulafterwards becoming aftatijcmof greatii 
er Gonfequence to that people, it remained 
in.tbeir poflefficxi till the whole of thdr 
forces were withdrawn from Britain. ' 

In die 7«ar 960 we find it to be a plited 
ofino little con^eration, as king Edgar af^ 
femUed here that council (by whatever 
name it was then diftinguifhed) which had^ 
^nder t^e regal authority, thereguiatioQof 
the public oonfiems of the Saxons^ r 



In the year 1003 Swaine/hingrof • 
VMUrk^ made an incurfion on tibtkr part of «hi^ 
Englifli coaft, as a retaliation for^ie gentf^ 
?al ^maflbcre of the Danes, wlnnh hdd^ft 
|pl»f«Fe happened ; and having )>^ged anA 
liurnt thb place, he retun&ed^ to hiar ihifii 
with great wealth. f ^ '^ 

Notwithftandihg this diemolitiony and £he 
oUTcurity in which it was ;of ix»ide)invelopr: 
ed for fbrae yeairs, William t]i]|€t dw^ivoiROP 
received here, as weU ta& atBarkitig^i SfieXk 
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f^ amh cS all^iance from the differdit 0T>* 
l^s-of lib new ful^e^. 
J. . " ■ . > 

^ ^me lay that at the pkce the firft pub- 
lic meeUng wh^h bore any refemblanoe tp 
the prefeht parliament* was held; kin^ 
{iemiy the Firft having: ftumnoned the 
lords fpiritual and temporal to meet' him 
th^re. 

\ Dnring the time OH Samm was in a 
ftoinrifhing {lste,.the cathedral belon^ng tq 
the diocefe was here ; but difputes arifing 
b^}<%^tfae clergy andtheganrifon, (viiich 
bod heen placed in it by king Stephoi, who 
vm» 9t :vana]3ce with the biihop) the latttii!^; 
#tdi hb oauDons, .formed the refolutioii «f 
ifitiriii^ tQofaxne other place ; and to th^ 
^jriWcne.£arther induced by thefcantiil«(i 
of the. water to be found on the to^.oifd 
highahfll. 

-'/This'refdution however, could not be 
dirtied iirto ^iitecution till the reign of Henry 
the Third^; when Wfhop Poore fixed on ii 
j^ about a mile and a half to the fouth-> 

eaft 
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eaft of die did town, where he 1^ i^ 
foundation of a cathedral, which in. about 
forty years, as before obferved, became the^ 
magnificent fbni^ire now in bein^ ,ttid 
gave rife to the city of New Sarum, or 
Salilbury. Biit it was not until the time of 
Henry the Seventh, that Old Sarum was 
quite deferted. 

The hill on which this city flood is 
|>erfe6tl7 round, and when m its profpeiity 
a lofty caftle rofe in its centre, ;which mull 
have afforded a noble appearance.-^Its di-* 
ameter was near two thoufand feet, which 
was furrounded by a fofle, or ditch of gteat 
depth, and likewife by two ramparts, tiie 
inner and the outer. — On the inner' ftood a 
wall compofed of flint and chalk firongly 
cemetlted together, quite round the top of 
whieK was a parapet with baittlem«its. . 

In the centre of the whole circumference, 
on the very fummit of the hill, flood the 
citaddi dr caftle ; furrounded with a Very 
ddep intrenchm^t, and high rampart. — Be- 
tween the rampart of the caftle and th^ 

outer 



<mtef nmpshri (food the city, which was di-^ 
vided into equal parts, on the north and' 
fouth.— Near the middle of each divifion 
wias a ^te, which were the two grand en- 
trances. — ^Thefe Were diredtty oppofite to* 
€fach other, and each had a tower, and a' 
mole of great ftrength before it.— Be- 
(ides thefe there were ten other towers, at 
equal diHances, quite round the city ; ahd 
<iver agaanft them, in a line with the caftle,' 
Wa-e built the principal ftre6ts, interfered 
m the middle with one grand circularlftreet' 
that went quite round. 

■i 

The walls, ramparts, and entrenchrtients b/ 
which ^k was every where defertdedi atddetf 
to its elevated fituation, rendered it to all 
appearance impregnable to any attacks that 
could be made upon it from without ; — ^by 
famine or mutiny could it alone be endan- 
gered. 

Such once was the city of Old Sarum ; 

but of all this ftrength and fplendour, fcarce 

a veftige now remains. — Some appearance of 

both, however, is (till vifible; and from the 

- Voi- IK Q ruins 
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rmns <^ it^ vrhat it once was, isKadfly to be 
conceived by every curious fpe6lator. 

Throughout nearly the whole of the fiir-* 
rounding plains this fpot is to be feen, efpe- 
cially on the roads that lead to Devizes and 
Andover* 

Sorry I am to be able to add, that this 
deferted borough fends two m^nbers to 
parliament. So that one folitary farm-houfe 
and its huipble occupiers, confequently have 
as great a (hare in the reprefentation of the 
kingdom, as mod of the principal tovms and 
cities. Of courfe it may be fuppofed to be 
the rotteneft borough in all England^ 
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SECTION XXXIIL 

RETURNING to New S^runii we took 
the road that leads to Stonehenge ; a 
place more famous for its antiquity than 
that we have been juft defcribing ; and no 
lefs noted for the various opinions that have 
been entertained of its origin and ddign» 

The downs we now afcended, whatever 
snight have been faid or written in their h^ 
vour, appeared to us to be« as Dr. Goldfinith 
describes Campania's plain to be^ 

<< A ixeaay wafte expanded to the ikies.** - ^ 

The Traveller. ^ 

It is true, that long before we vifited thefe 
plains we had heard of the beautiful views 
they afforded ; but throughout the whole of 
the way between Salilbury and Stonehenge, 
a fpace of nearly nine miles, I will venture to 
fey I never beheld a more oomfortlefs exten- 
iion of uncouth, barren, unpidturefque fub« 
jeft in my life. , 

I think I may defy the Highlands of Scotf* 

land to exhibit a fcene half fo, wearifome,— 

Jhofe mountains, by all the accounts I ever 

Q £ hear^f 



heard, rife with majefty and boldnefs ; — hut 
the plains of iSarum are mean, though exten** 
five, and oonfufed without beauty. 

Pr. Johnfon, with g d^ee of- iiityric^ 
virutenpe that does him np grtai oredk^ 
sfl^ed that the n<»th»7i parts of SootkuuT 
could not bo»(l of an oak to matdi the (tide 
with which he fupported himfelf during hi* 
tpur to the Highhinds ^-^mt Sdifl)ury pWxi 
flmedy produces » fwitdi or (hri^b fubii^iM 
tiol enough to h^ve given him the sneriteii' 
chaftifement fc^ U> illf nattire^ and i»tiiQiiii& 
an obfervatien. 

• But to {voeeed to Stonehenge ; the ode- 
brated remains of whidt have ^unled not 
0nly the re&arches of the antiquarian, fax^ 
the curioTity of evary curious travdlw. 

- Th9 plains en whWh they (land, and whidt 
are known by the general denomiaationol 
Salifbury plain, extend near Sllty mUes iij 
length, from eaft to weft, and in fome places 
from ttiirtynflve %p forty in breadth. 

. %\^ W^ ^9f ^ajifbuiy v^nfifl: M. |P 
;..:: / clwUiy 
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iSistlUy do^ ; fuid other ipartsm famomfof 
feedi^ ililtnerotts ilock^ of flteep, fotn^- c»f 
which amount to many hustdreds, A grert 
number of barrows, the remains of temples, 
iffid the traceg' of mmy Bridlh, Rdman, 
Eilxcitlydnd DsMifh (»ftipd and {(Xtificatioi&i 
^re-fcaittered over ihem. 

The baft place to turn off for Stonehenge 
isf near the fix-mile ftoiie on the Devizes 
rcteid ; ificliniiig rather to the north-eaft.— -i 
The tf feck &f a wheel from thenoe will ptbve 
Ifhe beft guide, ' ^ 

^ In traverfing this inteViAediate lpace> we^ 
olJferved' a great number of baftrows.— ^THefcf 
BarrciWs,^ fame of which are raifed above 
the level of the ground from fix to-feverf 
feet or more, are compofed of a quantity 
. tff eafth, and are fu^ofedf-tof be the feitfylng 
pljtees of Brltifti and Rcfinftn femfiies; 

* They are perceiVitble aH ronAtd Stonei^ 
Ikenge^ but do^ not extend to any confider-J 
able difl:ance from it. — As we pafled along,^ 
they appeared to be placed in a direftline; 
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and^ from fome obje6b vrhich fkirled the 
road, we had reafon tx> believe that there was 
once a Roman caufeway here. 

Many of thefe barrows have hsen opened; 
in all of which^ according to Dr. Stukely, 
the heads of the dec^fed appeared to have 
been placed towards the north. 

Several had been opened by the do6lor at 
the requeft of the late earl of Pembroke, in 
fome of -which bm'nt bones Ayere found in- 
doled in unbaked tirns, and which, upon 
being expofed to the air, almoft inftantane- 
oufly crumbled into their original compoli** 
tion. — ^Such of the contents as could be pre- 
f»ved, wer^ fetched fron^ objliYio^ by the 
dodlor, 

Amcmg them, a large bra& weapon ren 
fembling a pole-axe, which weighed twenty 
pounds, was once in the pofleflion of colon^ 
Wyndham^*--Sir Hans, Slpane h^d alfo a 
curious inftrument in his cabinet from one 
of thefe receptacles. 

Some of the barrows opened by the bfr. 

fore* 
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fbre^mentioned gentleman proved to have 
l^longed to the Druida^ or at leaft to be 
Britifh ; but thefe contained only the bones 
of beafts and fowls, moft of which appeared 
^ to have been burnt. 

The approach to Stonehenge is by the fide 
of thefe barrows. — Its appearance is grand 
and pleafant to the fight, but does not feem 
to come up to the ideas that are generally 
formed of this flupendous heap of (lones, 
before they are feen ; but this might partly 
proceed from the extenfive plain on which 
they are fituated, and which muft tend to 
diminifli their magnitude to the eye of the 
obferver.-^The real .altitude of the higheft 
of the ftone? does not exceed twenty feet, 
and many are not more than eighteen. 

Several writm's having treated largely of 
this immenfe pile, we fhall not enter on a 
lyinute defcription of it, but content our<< 
f<dves with <:urfory obfervf^tioas. 

Among thofe who have written concern** 

ing it are Camden, Gibbon, Jones, Sammest 

and Webbt— But I^, Stukely feems beft 

Q 4 entitled 
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|he f^liKse from whence the enormous ftones 
which conftitute this temple were priginally* 
procured. — It is the general opinion thatj 
they were brought from Auhery near MajrK 
borough, where there are an infinite nvun<^ 
ber of the fame kind of.ftones, which ?re 
caHed grey weathera.-r-Put I own I cannot, 
Mp thinking, if they are not eompofition* 
that they owe their exiftence to » fpot muchj 
nwrer their prefent fitu^tion than that» 
^bmgh no traces of the place, frooi its having; 
been long filled up, 4nd ovo^rown by th« 
turf, are now to be pei C3ived. — ^The diftance 
of Aubety, anfl thi great difficulty of coh- 
veying, for fo confideafable a length of wayv 
- (uflh ponderous ftones.fepms to vaaik^ againft 
ftbe &tpfiofitioi^ 

The building \» mcaHar ; and about one- 
hundred and lune feet in diameter ; but the 
fi<mes, as-bef(»:e obferved, vary in height ;: 
fo that there is reafon to beiieve it never 
was covered. A few years ago one of thft 
Clones was fo' nicely poifed on the back of 
steofher, that the^touch of the finger would 
alw lis pofition ; it is, however, now more 
firmly fixed) in the earth. 
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Dr. Stiikely is faid to have counted all 
the ftones ; a taik which the common people 
of thofe pacts think is not to be accomplifh-* 
ed> and confirm this aflertion with fome 
oorobborating anecdotes. He likewife mea-* 
lured the length, breadth, and depth of 
ev^ry one of them ; but as I make no pie^* 
t^fions to antiquarian knowledge, what I 
have faid on the fubje6t has cmly been the 
obfervatibns 1 made during the ihort view 
we took of lAiffli, and conclufions drawn &€m 
theTeraarks Qf others^ 

- The laft peculiarity that I remarked iil^ 
th.efe ftones was their durability.— ^Their 
furfaces c^ almoft impenetrable to the ut«« 
moft efforts of the.chiflel and mal^t. — ^To^ 
this the weather has not a little contributed; 
~^their conftant expofure to it feQm&to have 
produced thia firmnefii of texture.— *They» 
appeared to be coated with a fine diminu<* 
tive mofs ; and are rather Ibfit thaa harfli in 
their colourmg. 

This heap of ftones was originally catted. 
Ambres, but thfey are fuppofedto hAvefXie*^ 
ceived their prefent name of Stonebeng^, eW 

ther 
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thw from the fwingiQg (lone before men- 
tioned, or from thofe which are placed upod 
the tops of the othera.r-^?Overhanging preci- 
pices, in the northern parts of tb^ kingdom^ 
iHll bear the name of ib^fi^St 

The morning on which we viewed then 
was' wet and ftormy ; I could therefore only 
make a hafty fketdi of this celebrated ilruc* 
ture. Before I had an oppcMtunit j of forrn^ 
ing from occular demonftration a juft idea 
of it, I had feen feveral defigns, but nono 
that I can recollect in the point of view her^ 
given. 

During the ftorm, a poor old (hephend^ 
i¥hole appearance was almoft as antiquated, 
and rather more defaoed by time than the 
fiones themfdves, retired to them for (hdtep 
from the turbulence of the weather^ 

His vifage Teemed to fay that he had feeo 
liappier days^.•— Clare fat upon his brow, ac^ 
emipanied by Humility, for he very fub- 
miflively begged to hold bur horfies, whilq 
we furveyed the enormous &bric« 

When^ 



• Whtettever things to out of the comftioit 
line fall m itiy way, I cannot pefs them by 
tinnotieed ; this poor old man therefore efi4 

fj^ttS^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^^^^ ^^ much of our attenNr 
lion as the nutflive ftones did ; an^ w^ 
could not forbear enquiring into the cir- 
Cttnitlances of his life. 

- He told us he had attended a flock of 
(beep on thefe plains fen: above fifty years ; 
di^ring whidfi period, he faid he oould not 
recoUa^t that he had known an hour's ilk 
fiefst or ahfenled himfelf from his occupa^ 
tion for 9 fingje day, let th^ weather, be 
ever fo cold or tempe(luou$ ; and all this 
{far the fcatity pittance of three fliillir^ and 
Oxpenoe per week.— " Thefe hardfliip«$ 
however," continued the howy fhcpherdi 
^ are nothing to the fuflferings I underwent 
before Ifought ^ peace cm thde folitar^ii 
plains. — I fufFered through youthful fmce-* 
fity ;-^the reeoUeftion fiill pakis me-^-^-Ybu 
fe^m to intareft yourfdves, gentlerBWi, tti 
my fbrro\frSj — but niy ftery is too long to bo 
felated<in fuch a blufteroUs how as thfa/* • 

/. ■'- • ...... .. "•*.-/ 

And fo indeed it mud have been : therefore 
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«s&(Mi as Vve had takeivf uch a fiirVey of £h<r 
place as the Weather would permit,^ we badd 
adieu to the poor old fhepherd, and tying^ 
down our hats with our handkerchiefs, made 
the beft of our way towards Amelbury ; nf 
place about two miles diftant, fituated ot^ 
the banks of the Avon. 

:. As we left the place, we could not help 
-drawing a comparifon between the hbar^t 
inhabitant of thefe downs, and the venera- 
Vie riemains of antiquity by which he ftodd; 
•i^While one at the age of feventy-five waif 
Trending under the weight of age and in-^ 
Ibrmity, his fellow natives of the plains, re^ 
mained nearly in the fame (late they had done 
ior more than fev«iteen hundred years ; andr 
feemed likely to withfttad the ravages of 
tame for a much longer period. 

. It is not in ow power to give our readers 
«ay account of the diftant views that might* 
be Vifible from this fpot ; — ^fuffice it to fey/ 
^t all around us appeared dreary, and wa« 
made (till more fo by the ftorm. 

Ambrolburyi >or Amelbury, a place like^ 
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^e "Well knovm to antiquarktis, is thought 
by fome to have derived its name from it« 
vicinity to Ambres, the ancient denomina^ 
tion of Stonehenge.— iBy others it is fup^ 
pofed to have been fo named after Ambrpfius 
Aurelianus, the celebrated Britifh generalf 
who, on the declenfion of the Roman em- 
pire, affumed the government of thefe parts* 
and fowided a monaftery of Benedi6line' 
monks here, that gave rife to the tovrn» 

Queen Elfrida, the wife of king Edgar^ ' 
to expiate her crime in caufing her fon-in* 
law, Edward the Martyr, to be treacheroufly 
aflaffinated, converted the monaftery into a 
nunnery. It had likewife the honour to be 
made the refidence of another queen ; and 
that was Eleanor, widow of Henry the Third* 
—Afterwards Mary, daughter of Edward, 
the Firft, accompanied by the daughters of 
feveral noblemen, retired to this convent. 
-^At the time of the diflbiution, the nunsi^ 
who amounted to fixteen in number, had 
annuities granted them for their lives. Its 
revenue was then valued at 495L 15s. sd. 
or, according to Speed, at about 558L 

The 
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The fituation of Amefbury is beautifully 
pidurefque.-r-But we generally find that 
the fituation of a town, through which a 
river flows, is agreeable, if not pidhirefque* 
— ^The woody banks of the Avon pleafingly 
ikirt its clear fbream.-^Indeed the whole of 
the way along the fide of the river, down to 
iSalifbury, is a perfe6l pi6lure. 

There is a feat here which belonged to, 
the late duke of Queenfbury, built by Inigo 
Jones. — It contained, as we were informed; 
many things worthy of infpe6lion, but the 
badnefs of the day, prevented our vifiting it. 

In this town was born that elegant writer,^ 
and worthy man, Mr. Addifon. He waa 
fon of the reverend Mr, Launcelot Addifon^ 
the redlor of Amefbury ; and attradled fa 
much notice by his writings, which even at 
this time are confidered as fome of the fineft 
compofitions in the Englifh language, that hQ 
yras raifed to many eminent flations, till at: 
length he became one of the principal fe^ 
cretaries of flate to king George the Firf^. 



SECTION 



( m y 



SECTION XXXIV^ 

FROM Amdbury we fmrfued ottt cotlrf# 
along the: banks of the Avon, back 
again to Saliflbury ; but coilld derive fcarcely * 
any fatisfa6lion, through the turbulence of 
the weather, which would net permit b* 
to view a lingle obje6l to any advantage.— 
However, what we did Tee contvinced us 
that beauty is continually to be rflet witir 
wherever a river's meandering ftreanr is ta 
be piirfued* 

When we fat out from Salilbury , we deter- 
mined only to piirfue tlie coorfe of ihe 
Avon as far as Amefbury ; othefrwife I airf 
convinced we (hould have found other, anci 
perhaps greater beautifes. . ' ' 

' Oft 6Ur return to Saliftmry, before yti 
entered the city, we had from the vde a ftnJ^ 
pirofpe61: of Ofd SarunL— From hence i€ 
afRimed a degree of graicfeur ; but appear- 
ed rather toa lumpiOi lor feitft pitSbirelqu^ 
prindples. 

As 

* - . . 



As yre had already fatisfied our curiofity 
with regard to Salilbury, we pafled through 
it, and entering the London road, rode on 
to Aridover, a town which lies about eigh-^ 
teen niiks from the before-mentioned place. 

On this road the plains extend the whole 
of the way to a place called Middle Wallop, 
and exhibit a dreary fcene, without a prin- 
cipal feature to beam pleafure on the eye.-^ 
It is a continued famenefs ;— hill after hill 
meanly rifmg till they reach the horizon. 

We do not recoUedl feeing more than one 
lioufe during the wbole of the way acrofs 
the plaiil ; and that {lands about eight miles 
jgrom Sarum,— A 'few plots of ground near 
the road appear to' be cultivated ; and if 
due attention were paid to the foil of thefe 
parts;, there is not the lead doubt but it 
would anfwer tl^ expe^ations jpf the cul- 
tivator. 

Middle Wallop \$ fituated on the declivity 
<ff a hill, and at its entrance exhibits a pleaf- 
ing appearanoe. 
. Vol'. II. R We 
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We reached Andover befoife fun fet.--i 
The novelties of this town are but few, audi 
fcarcely worthy, of notice.— The adjacent 
country is pleafant, and, according to aft 
accounts, well (locked with game. — I mufty 
however, do this town the juftice to men- 
tion,, that it is a large and populous place. 
A manufa<Slure of Ihalloons is carried on n% 
it, and a very confiderable quantity of malt 
made. It was incorporated by queen £liza«^ 
beth, and is governed by a bailiff, a fteward^ 
a recorder, two juftices, and twenty-two 
capital burgeffes. 

From thence w^ .purfued, the road t* 
Bafingdoke ; which n^rly lies at the fame 
diftance from Andover, that Ajadover does 
frcJm S^lilbury. — ^The chief part of thi» 
road lies, between hedge-rows.— Nor does 
therpfappear to be any particulari feature in 
the countjjy worthy of bemg noticed. / 

Bafingftoke is a place of fome antiquity^ 
but in^ itfelf is a dil-ty, irregttlarly-built 
town. . It is however largte aad populous, 
and governed by a mayor, ^ reoowkr, feven 

. ^ tildccjilen. 
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aldermen^ and feven'cafiital burg^e8«-^Be^ 
fidfis the pari(h church, there are the ruins of 
a chapel built by the iirft lord Sandys, in the 
ceign of Henry the Eighth. The principal 
trade carried on here is for malt. 

From Bafingftokewe crofTed the country 
to Farnham.— Though frequently dbfed^ia 
on both fides, we had convincing proofs of 
that pre-«ninence which the country, near 
Farnham has over every track we had paf-^ 
fed fmce Vie left Salilbury. 

On our return to this town, we had the 
pleafijLr& of viewing Mr. S. Elmer's colle6lion 
<if pi&ures i-^a colledion fele6led with fo 
much judgment, that it would grace the 
nanfiMi of a nobleman. 

r We much regret that time would not 
permit us to take a more deliberate view of 
them ;-r-our defcription of them will confe- 
quently be lefs accurate and minute than 
we could wilh it to be« 

Among the firft which attra6ted our no- 
R a tice. 
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tice^ was a piece bylbficholas Pai^n ;~rit is 
a fine large pi6tiire — the fubjedl allegorical. 
•—The drawing is exquifitei and the colour*, 
ing equal to it. x 

I have feen pi6lures by this mailer that 
have fold for three hundred guineas; but, 
in my opinion, were thofe to be fet in com*^ 
petition with this, the fuperiority would be 
fo evident, that it would be valued at five 
timcfs that fum. 

I remember one that was exhibited in 
Pall-mall, to which I think the fum of feven 
hundred guineas was affixed as its price*— 
It was, I fuppdfe, confid^ed as fomething 
very wonderful — And fo it ought to be, as 
fuch a price was demanded for it.-~The 
piece in the poffeffion of Mr. Ehner, is al 
cbef d'ceuvre among Pouffin's work?, and 
equal to any fchool, whether ancient or 
modern. And excepting the triumph o£ 
Bacchus, and its companion the fame of 
Silenus, I think this, may rank as his next* 

There are many others, piiSlures o£ equal 

merit 
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iiierit in tlieir way. — ^Nor are Mr. Elm^^s 
own performances to be ranked in the fe- 
Cond clafs. — ^The allowed fuperiority of this 
gentleman's works over thofe of every living 
artift in his line, undoubtedly entitled him 
to thie honour of having the letters R. A. 
affixed to hk; name.— Afto* labouring fo 
many years, and having afforded fo much 
fatisfa6\ion to the public, his afliduity and 
fkilli ift my opinion, certainly entitle hini to 
the diffindtion.^— But prqudice and ingrati-t 
tude have hitherto proved a bar to that 
claim. 

As an additional title to it, let it be.re« 
membered, that he is a general painter.— 
His beggars and other portraits, particularly 
the politician, engraved by Mr, Ryder, met, 
many years ago, with no inamfiderable de- 
gree of praife.-*-Notwithftanding which, and 
that he is haftening fail towards fourfcore, we 
fee him negle6led, and overlooked by the 
academy. — But Mr. Elmer is not fingular ; 
Mr. Wright of Derby has experienced treat- 
ment of as partial a nature. 

Having- 
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Having in the firft part of our Tout men-^ 
tioned every particular relative to Farnham' 
which fell under our obfervation, we (hall 
now confine ourfelves to a defcription of the? 
valley lying between that town and Guil- 
ford; as liiat was the chief obje6t which 
induced us to return by this road to Lon- 
don. 

Afcending the ridge of hills, known by: 
the name of the Hog's Back, we found the 
view froip it much more agreeable and pic- 
turefque, than we had entertained an idea of, 

• The commencement of this range of hills 
on the right-hand, is at Moor Park ; where 
they fpring in pleafing and various forms.— ^ 
The only apparent deficiency is the want of 
water in the valley.— The diftances in Suf-. 
fex rife with fplendour, and exhibit fcen« 
grand enough for the pencil of Mi;. Lou- 
therbourgh. — A fweet fucceffion of this 
fcenery lafted die whole of the way to Guil- 
ford, 

On the left^hand,^^ the country and the 

views , 
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tdews were of a very differeiit kind.«^A {dain 
flat valley extends for a number of miles ; fo 
thgLt the^eye can (^iftin6tly preceivefrom the 
hiU the Thames near Wmdfor.— It caa 
likewife difcern, with equal readinefs, all 
the fmooth furfaces of heath and foreft for 
full twenty miles diftant. 

This kind of landfcape is feldom courted 
by artifts, — ^Where a long diftance prefents 
itfelf, we generally find a confufion of ob* 
jedL&. But here, on the contrary, it is rath^ 
too diftinft for the canvas. The country on 
our left continued likewife to prefent a 
fi^ilar appearance the whole of the way to 
Guilford. 

We do not recolleft feang fuch a ccm* 
traft of landfcape in all Hampihire.— It v^s 
pleafing to view, on both fides, but not alike 
formed for the pencil.— The right-h?nd 
fcreen was bold with jutting knolls, and 
woody promontories ;— the oppofite was an 
extenfive plain^ 

From Guilford we continued our route to 

London 



( 243 ) 

London by way of Kingfton.— A faitieneirs 
of paltry hedge-rows extended all the way 
till we paffed near Oatlands ; — thai-e a fpa- 
dous heath encpuntered the fight, and lined 
the road for fome diftance, 

Pafling Eftier and Cobham, we arrived 
at Kingfton. On rifing the hill beyond 
the town, we had an engaging view down 
the vale through which the Thames mean- 
ders, and it was the only one that had 
given us any fatisfa6iion fince our leaving 
Guilford. 

Our journ^ now drew towards a condu^ 
fion.— Croffing Putney conunon> we palled 
over Fulham bridge, and entered London 
at the fame avenue by which we had left it, 
namely, Hyde-^park Garner. 
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